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Back to the drawing board 
The canalside development 
has been delayed as British 
Waterways have put the site 
on the open market. 
Early in March, British Waterways rejected 
the bid by Metropolitan and County, a Lon
don developer, for the land alongside the 
canal behind St. Barnabas Church. This was 
an imaginative scheme that blended hous
ing, a restaurant, a boatyard, and a commu
nity centre - and an attractive open space. 

British Waterways had given Metropoli
tan and County the opportunity to make the 
first offer but were not satisfied with the 
proposal and will be putting the site on the 
open market - issuing a ' design brief' to 
which all developers must work. Berkeley 
Homes has been looking at the site. 

This was a setback for many people in 
Jericho who had supported a good mixed 
scheme that took into account community 
concerns. Tim Matthews of the Rosamund 
the Fair restaurant, who has been one of the 
prime movers and who engaged Metropoli
tan and County, points out that this also fur
ther postpones his land-based restaurant. 

In their letter rejecting the bid, British 
Waterways said that the plans had not been 
elaborated in sufficient detail, and they 
doubted that some elements of the scheme 
were fmancially viable. The letter noted that 
the bid offered less money for the site than 
had been suggested earlier- though it said 
this was not the reason for rejection. 

They also pointed out that the Commu
nity Association had not yet arranged all the 
funding for the proposed new Community 
Centre - though of course it is not possible 
for us to make a lottery bid, for example, 
until we have a specific, agreed project. 

This is disappointing but it is certainly 
not the end of the road. British Waterways 
have encouraged Martin Hay of Metropoli
tan and County to put in a revised bid. In 

The Jericho Echo web site has 
moved home. It is now to be 
found at www.pstalker.com/echo. 

any case, Jericho has already made consid
erable progress. The Jericho Canalside De
velopment Group, which includes repre
sentatives of the Community Association, 
the Church, Rosamund the Fair, and Col
lege Cruisers, has demonstrated with Met
ropolitan and County a good way in which 
the site could be used. The design brief from 
British Waterways should now reflect this. 

We have also made political progress. 
MP, Evan Harris has been pressing British 
Waterways to ensure that they do not sim
ply sell to the highest bidder. And the City 
Council too has given strong backing, which 
the recent elections should not change. The 
former Chair of the Leisure Committee said 
that this is the kind of development they 
wanted to see succeed. And West Ward 
Councillor Colin Cook, says that any devel
oper who tries to cram the site with houses 
is unlikely to get planning permission. 

Where does this leave a new Commu
nity Centre? Strictly speaking, the Centre 
could be considered separate from the rest 
of the development, since it can be built on 
Council-owned land currently occupied by 
the garages in Dawson Place. But to develop 
the Centre in isolation would be a poor so
lution. First, because integrating it with the 
rest ofthe development will make better use 
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of the overall site. Second, because a de
veloper who encompassed the whole site 
could combine the Community Centre with 
student housing, say, which would reduce 
the cost of building the Centre. 

The Community Association will of 
course cooperate with whichever developer 
gets the site. Martin Hay and Metropolitan 
and County have gone to great lengths to 
accommodate local concerns and certainly 
deserve to succeed. But we remain in the 
hands of British Waterways. They will prob
ably issue the design brief in May, but it will 
be some months after that before any con
clusion is reached. 
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Artistic agenda 

A detail from one of Lulu Wong Taylor's 
vivid tropical scenes - unfortunately only 
in black and white. Lulu, who lives in Great 
Clarendon Street, has a solo exhibition at 
the Museum of Oxford in St. Aldate's from 
May 13 to June 11. Tuesday to Friday, 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Sundays: 12 noon to 4 p.m. For 
Jericho Artweeks events, see page 4. 

Watch this space 
Have you spotted Jericho's new community 
notice board? It's on the outside wall of 
the Post Office at the top of Great 
Clarendon Street. If you have community 
notices you want displayed please give 
them to Tony in the Post Office or to 
Carolyn Dutton at the Community Centre 
or to Councillor Susanna Pressel. 

Iron resolution 
Lucy's is going to reinstall the iron railings 
in the front of the houses they own in Juxon 
Street. Like those in many other places, 
these railings were removed during the 
Second World War to melt down for 
armaments. The designs will be based on 
railings in Walton Well Road (which were 
not removed because they were needed 
to prevent people falling into basement 
entries). Lucy's started buying up Juxon 
Street from StJohn's College in the 1 950s. 

All the property 
expertise you will 

ever need is ... 
on your doorstep. 
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Lucy's eviction threat 
I n an ominous development for tenants 

at the top of Juxon Street, Lucy's has 
served an eviction notice on Kate Fisher 

at number 63. Lucy's have gradually been 
upgrading their housing stock, and are 
now considering numbers 60 to 66. After 
these renovations they can claim higher 
rents. 

Usually, they carry out these works af
ter tenants have moved out. This time, 
however, they have given Kate who is an 
'assured tenant', and has lived here for 
six years, until May 18 to agree to leave, 
or to attend a subsequent court hearing. 
Lucy's will cite a little-used provision of the 
Housing Act that can permit landlords to 
clear their premises to carry out extensive 

renovations that require an empty house. 
Court proceedings will be expensive 

for both sides, and there is no guarantee 
that Lucy's will succeed. They say that they 
are committed to spending money on 
these properties, but say that they do not 
have suitable property into which evicted 
families could be moved. The new block 
of flats along the canal, Wharf House, for 
example, is now fully let out. 

If Lucy's does succeed, there is every 
indication that the neighbouring houses 
are next in line. These include families who 
have lived here fifteen years or more, and 
their children have grown up together. All 
are distressed at the prospect of being 
forced out. 

St Barnabas School expansion 

The reorganization of Oxford's 
school system from three tiers to two 
has important implications for St 

Barnabas First School. At present, nine
year-olds go to St Frideswide's, but if the 
plans go ahead, St. Barnabas will become a 
primary school, taking children for two ex
tra years. This would involve building four 
new classrooms, two of which would replace 
existing temporary classrooms. It would also 
mean building on the play area behind the 
school - and siting the long-proposed new 

play area on the comer of Hart Street and 
Great Clarendon Street. The total number 
of children would go up from 180 to 240. 
There are notices about this on the school, 
and anyone who wants to object in princi
ple to the reorganization has until mid-May 
to do so. The County Council will hear ob
jections and could make a decision in June, 
though given that some other schools will 
have to be closed negotiations could be 
complex. If the scheme goes ahead, con
struction could start in the summer of200 1. 

Jericho Street Fair 2000 
This year's Jericho Street Fair 

promises to be bigger and better 
than ever. Stalls, live music, children's 

entertainment, a barbecue, cakes, a prize 
draw, pony rides, and trips along the canal. 
The main fair will be held in Canal Street 
on Saturday June 1 0, from 1 0 a.m to 1 0 

p.m. This year the Street Fair 
will be combined with a 
beer festival sponsored 
by the Old Bookbinders 
Arms in Canal Street. 
The festival will run 
from noon on Friday 
9 until the evening of 

Sunday 11. On the 

Saturday evening, there will be live music 
in the street outside the pub and a pig 
roast, from 6.30 p.m. to 8.30 p.m. 

Everyone is welcome to join in. If you 
want to have a stall, this will cost only £12 
for the day, or £1 0 for charities, or £6 if 
you share a stall. Just as important, we 
need plenty of volunteers. 

If you can spare a couple of hours on 
the day, or can help beforehand distribut
ing leaflets or posters, or selling prize draw 
tickets, please contact Carolyn Dutton on 
557902 . We are always short of helpers, 
particularly on the day itself, so anything 
you can do to help would be much appre
ciated . 
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A cobbler's farewell to Walton Street WcrB@O[]w ooo 

June 24 marks the end of an era in 
Walton Street. After 38 years, Anthony 
Woodward and his wife Mary Jane are 

retiring from their cobbler's shop. Before 
that, they also had a shop for 15 years in 
Little Clarendon Street. Anthony says he has 
been repairing at least 200 shoes a week 
which means that, over the years, around half 
a million could have passed through his 
hands. 

He will be sorely missed. "Many people 
have come recently saying they don't want 
me to go", he says. His customers come from 
all over the country - and from overseas. 
"All the lords and ladies have come here. 
Whenever they were in Oxford they would 
come to get their shoes repaired." Despite 
the expansion of the instant heel bars, he 
was never short of customers. 

Now 'over-80', he is retiring in the face 
of rising rents in Walton Street. "We're con
tented. We've had some good laughs. I'm 
bound to miss it for a little while, but I'm 
not doing any more leather work. I want to 

Margaret Scarsbrook- Margaret, who 
died in her 90's, and whose funeral was at 
St Barnabas on March 27, was 'real Jeri
cho'. She was born here in Dawson Place 
and when her home was scheduled for 
demolition she moved to Victor Street. 

She spent her life caring for others; first 
her mother and sister, and then several other 
people in the Parish. She was also famous 
for her preserves and cakes which for many 
years were a highlight of the Church Fete 
and much sought after by local people. 
Margaret was an independent lady with a 
lively Christian faith, strong opinions and a 
realistic assessment of people and events. 
She will be sadly missed. 

get my hands clean- get the blisters off." 
"One of the biggest changes along here", 

he says, "has been the arrival of all these 
cafes. Once, you could never fmd a cup of 
tea in Walton Street, now you could get 50. 
I used to send people across the road to the 
Radcliffe Infirmary where you can get a 
cheap cup of tea and a sandwich." He also 
points out that his is one of the few shops 
that offers a chair. Many older people used 
to pop in just to sit down. 

Anthony leases the shop from OUP, 
which previously used it as offices. But the 
Co-op have long had their eye on the 
premises as a way of extending their gro
cery shop. They recently gained planning 
permission to see if they would be allowed 
to extend the premises at the back, and they 
are probably also thinking of removing the 
walls between the two shops. By the end of 
April, however, it seems they had still not 
bought the property. 

Our thanks again to Oxford University Press 
for printing this issue of the Jericho Echo. 

Edward Kwiatkowski -Better known as 
'Eddie the Pole', he lived in Wellington 
Street for many years and was well known 
to local people as a courteous man with very 
regular habits. As a young man, Eddie had 
been made by the Nazis to work in 
Auschwitz for 5 years. He lost his family 
and came here after the war, working at 
OUP. He was a regular member of the Polish 
Club and endeared himself to many people 
in Jericho. 

Arthur Whiting - Arthur, who lived in 
Wellington Street, was a butcher in the Cov
ered Market for many years and was known 
to many people through his business. He was 
a devoted husband and father. His wife died 
some years ago. Our sympathy goes to his 
two sons. 

Flat plan flattened 
Lucy's proposal to build more flats 
opposite Cranham Terrace between 
Juxon Street and Venables Close was 
turned down by the City Planning 
Committee, partly because they thought 
the development was too dense and also 
because of the loss of the garage parking 
spaces. 

Cleaning up St. Sepulchre's 
A group of local people would like to clean 
up some of the gravestones in St 
Sepulchre's. The City Council will remove 
some of the brambles in preparation . If 
you would like to help with this work please 
contact Councillor Susanna Pressel on 
554001. 

Post Office petition 
Walton Street Post Office gathered more 
than 1,200 signatures as part of a national 
petition on the future of benefits payments 
through post offices. 

Canal festival 
Following last year's very successful Canal 
Festival, another one is being organized 
for August 20, 11 .a.m. to 6 p.m. If you 
would like to be involved- having a stall, 
for example, or organizing nature walks, 
please contact Philippa McAllister on 
552709. 

A new canal bridge 
Lucy's are to build another private 
footbridge across the canal about 120 
metres south of Walton Well Road . This 
will connect their car park with the middle 
of their building . They say they need this 
because many more people are now using 
the car park and because the factory has 
been reorganized internally. This seems 
rather an expensive undertaking, given that 
in the long term Lucy's seem to be phasing 
out its engineering activities in Jericho. 

Jude the 
Obscure 

A pub in Jericho 

Food served daily 

54 Walton Street. Tel: 557309 
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Canal Street Closure- The Jericho Street 
Fair will be held on June I 0. Canal Street 
will be closed, from Great Clarendon Street 
to Cranham Street, from 7 a.m. to 10.30 
p.m. Market stalls will be delivered and set 
up by 8.30 a.m. All cars need to be removed 
from Canal Street by 7 a.m. The Jericho bus 
will be rerouted along Albert Street. Thanks 
for your co-operation. 
Community Centre Cafe - The Commu
nity Centre Cafe has had to be closed for 
the installation of a new boiler and other 
repairs. Apologies to all our regular custom
ers. We hope to be open again by mid-May. 
British Legion - First Monday of each 
month, 7.00 p.m. Grantham House. You do 
not need to be an ex-service person to be
come an associate member. 
Handyman wanted - Can you volunteer 
time to work in the Community Centre? 
Please call 557902. 
Jericho Family Lunches - Every Thurs
day, 11.45 a.m.-3 p.m. Good value refresh
ments. Creche, 50p. All ages welcome. The 
lunches will resume when kitchen repairs 
are fmished. 
St. Barnabas School Fete- July 8. 
Jericho Youth Group- A weekly club with 
a wide range of activities for 8-12 year-olds. 
Tuesdays, 7.00 p.m.-9.00 p.m. at the Com
munity Centre. 
Mums and Prams - Parents and toddlers 
group. Tuesdays, 9.15 a.m.-11.15 a.m. at the 
Community Centre. Featuring active play 
and music. Information: 511561. 
Bingo Sessions - Wednesdays, 7 p.m.-9 
p.m. Community Centre. 
Parents and Toddlers Group- Thursdays 
in the school library, 9 a.m.-1 0 a.m. 
Jericho Playgroup - Two- to four-year
olds. Monday to Friday, 9 a.m.-11.30 a.m. 
in the Community Centre. Places available. 
Call mornings 552001, evenings 311875. 

Ballet- Tues. 6.30 p.m.-8.30 p.m. Contact 
Karen Sellick, tel. 248497. 
Egyptian Dance - Wed. 6.15 p.m.-8.45 
p.m. Katrina Robinson, tel. 777462. 
Guitar for Beginners. Mon. 7.30 p.m.-9 .00 
p.m. Enquiries: tel. 558534. 
Life Drawing - Sat. 11 a.m. -1 p.m. Con
tact Chris Nirrenski, tel. 559004. Some aU
day sessions. 

Over-60s Club - Fridays, 2.00 p.m . 
Grantham House. Speakers or bingo. 
Contacting Councillors - West Ward 
Councillors' surgeries, 11.00 a.m. to 12.00 
noon at the Community Centre. Labour on 
the first Saturday of the month. Lib/Dems 
on the second Saturday. Or call City Coun
cillors: Colin Cook, 272548; Susanna 
Pressel, 554001; Jeremy Wyrme, 559734. 
County Councillor: John Power, 247153. 
Police contact numbers- Jericho's Com
munity Beat Officer is PC Billy Linton, his 
contact number is 552633. General Enquir
ies, and Neighbourhood Watch, 266000. 
Jericho Community Association - Meets 
on the second Monday of each month at the 
Community Centre at 7.30 p.m. All Jericho 
residents are members of the Association 
and are welcome to come along. 
Youth Club- Ages 12-18 at the Commu
nity Centre, Thursdays 7.00 p.m.-9.00 p.m. 
Street Fair 2000- June l 0. We need help
ers to plan activities, advertising and enter
tainment. Please call 557902. 
Artweeks - May 13 to 21. Standard open
ing times are 12 noon to 6 p.m. 
Liscious, 102 Walton Street - Neil Drury, 
paintings, prints and drawings . Lesley 
Reeves, gold and silver jewellery. 
Port Meadow Designs, 104 Walton Street
Rahirna Kenner, etchings and prints. Not 
April 14 or 21 but also following week. 
Jericho Cafe, 112 Walton Street - Nick 
Gibbard, mixed media. 
7 Shirley Place, Juxon Street - Rachel 
Drucker, sculptured wire figures, jewellery. 
Welcome to Zoe - And congratulations to 
Denise and Neil Townsend of Cranham 
Street on the birth of their daughter. Jeri
cho's youngest resident arrived on April23. 
Echo Online- Previous issues of the Echo 
and a special 'Jericho Guide' are available 
at www.pstalker.com/echo. 

Oxacts- Children's drama school. Sat. 3 
p.m.-6.00 p.m, tel. 792965. 
Spanish for Travel- Thurs. 10.00 a.m.-
11.30 a.m. Begirmers always welcome. 
Wing Chun, Martial Arts - Mon. and 
Wed. 6 p.m.- 9 p.m. Contact Ed Yuen, tel. 
862518. 
Yoga- Wed. 9.15 a.m-11.30 a.m .. Contact 
Mariella Di Martini, tel. 245893. Thurs. 
6.30 p.m.-8.30 p.m. (Mariella). Sun. 11 a.m.-
12 noon (Joe). 

The Jericho Echo is published three or four times each year by the Jericho Community Association, 
Jericho Community Centre, Conal Street, Oxford. Editor: Peter Stalker, 51 Cronhom St., tel. 552794 
or 514922. If you con help with delivery, please contact Philippa Foot, tel. 557130. This edition 
printed courtesy of Oxford University Press, Great Clarendon Street, from artwork supplied by the 
editor. Previous issues ore also available on-line at www.pstolker.com/echo. 
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