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More exclusive canalside 
buildings on the horizon 

A!the end of June, Lucy's signalled 
he closure of their manufacturing 
ctivities in Jericho, when the com

pany put in a planning application for a de
velopment that covers the whole of their re
maining site. One disturbing aspect is that, 
unlike the traditional open residential areas 
around it, tnis is intended as a 'gated com
munity' designed to keep out casual stroll
ers. There will, for example, be no route 
from Walton Well Road to Juxon Street. 

To the east of the canal, Lucy's plan to 
retain some elements of the factory build
ings, partly to retain permission to build to 
the same height. The factory site would have 
112 new flats in three blocks, along with 
some offices and other commercial 
premises. Lucy's themselves would occupy 
some for their group headquarters and for 
managing their property business, while let
ting out the rest. The canalside building 
looks interesting, combining bricks and 
glass curtain walls. There could also be a 
small conference centre, new leisure facili
ties, and even a swimming pool, though this 
is unlikely to have public access. 

The land on the other side of the canal, 
most of which is now a car park, would have 
22 houses and 33 flats in four blocks along 
a winding road. Regrettably, these look as 
though they will conform to the same dreary 
mock-Georgian pattern we have suffered 
elsewhere along the canal. It also packs in a 
lot of housing- more perhaps than the 
Council planners would like to see. The 
land here is contaminated from years of in
dustrial use, so will need cleaning up. East 
and west sites will be linked by a new bridge. 

Lucy's have occupied this site, the Ea
gle Ironworks, since the 1820s, originally 
making iron castings, and more lately elec
trical switchgear. The foundry activities 
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have since moved to Thame. Managing di
rector, Richard Dick, said at a meeting or
ganized for local residents' groups in June 
that the net effect of this development would 
be to cut employment on this site from 
around 400 to 200. 

The development marks a further step 
in the expansion of Lucy's property empire. 
They already own much of Walton Well 
Road and Juxon Street, as well as Castle Mill 
House, and their new canalside building, 
Wharf House. They plan to rent out most of 
the new property, but will have to sell some 
to fmance the development. 

The City Council is organizing a public 
meeting on the development in September, 
after which it will go to the Planning Com
mittee. Construction, starting on the east 
side, is likely to extend over two years. 

On the other side of Juxon Street, the 
company received a setback at the begin
ning of July when the City Council plan
ning committee rejected yet another hous
ing scheme for the garages site between 
Venables Close and Juxori Street--on the 
grounds that it was still too large and too 
close to existing residences. 

The new development will further widen 
the split between old and new housing in 
this part of Oxford--one that is creating a 
sense of 'them and us' . Philip Turner of 

Merrifields says that the new buildings tend 
to appeal in particular to overseas buyers, 
who want to be able to move straight in. The 
people who buy older property in Jericho 
would probably not be attracted by the style 
of many of the new houses. 

Even so, anyone buying in Jericho needs 
to be fairly well-heeled, or have the support 
of parents prepared to chip in with a hefty 
deposit. Per square metre, Jericho is one of 
most expensive places in Oxford, with a 
basic two-up, two-down terraced house in 
good order now fetching around £200,000. 

These high prices may also have a knock
on effect on rented property. Although the 
large landlords, such as Lucy's and OUP, are 
long term investors, people buying to let will 
fmd it less profitable, especially since most 
of the houses are too small to pack in large 
numbers of students. Jericho is also an area 
where well-heeled parents buy properties to 
house their student offspring. 

Rents have been rising steadily, though 
they have stabilized in the last twelve 
months. Lucy's were advertising Wharf 
House as a ' luxury' development. They have 
also been renovating many of their houses 
in Juxon Street so as to charge higher rents. 

In the last Echo we reported on Lucy's 
efforts to evict long-term tenants at the top 
of Juxon Street who seemed unlikely to be 
able to pay higher rents- a case that is still 
pending. 
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Disappointing brief from BW 

No. 23 Albert Street 

F rom the outside this house offers little 
more than a blank wall, but it is 
actually one of Jericho's more 

interesting conversions. Dating from 1840, 
this used to be part of the Hall's pub, the 
Bakers Arms. 

In 1991 the pub was closed and the 
company that bought it converted it into 
two dwellings and lets them out. Number 
23 comprises what were the toilets, the 
beer cellar, and a garage on the ground 
floor, along with a games and functions 
room upstairs where a folk club used to 
meet. In order to keep the beer cool, there 
were originally no windows on the ground 
floor facing onto Albert Street. Now there 
are two small windows, transferred from 
an inside wall . Most of the light downstairs 
comes from the garden side. 

The most striking part is upstairs. The 
ceilings have been removed to give a high 
space which has large windows on the gar
den side, along with a balcony and sky
lights. There are two bedrooms on raised 
platforms at each end. 

The tenant from 1 991 to May 2000 
was Jenny Lewis, who previously had lived 
in Nelson Street. People passing by on the 
first Sunday morning of the month became 
familiar with the sound of the Buddhist 
gathering, as Jenny and her friends would 
meet to chant for world peace. Combined 
with the hymns from the Baptist Church 
opposite, this produced an interesting 'du
elling banjos' effect. Jenny has now gone 
to Mongolia to work on a women's project 
for Voluntary Service Overseas. 

The latest episode in the canals ide de
velopment saga was acted out in 
May when British Waterways came 

up with a draft of the design brief for devel
opers. From the Jericho point of view this 
was a let-down. It implied a block of mainly 
three-storeyed housing and a large restau
rant, that largely blocked off access to the 
canal and left very little public space around 
the church. It also confmed the community 
centre to the Council-owned Dawson Place 
garages site rather than integrating it with 
the rest of the development. 

George Taylor, vice-chair of the Jericho 
Community Association, registered our dis
appointment in a letter on behalf of the 
Canalside Development Group. This was 
reiterated at a meeting of the Oxford Canal 

Diamond pairing 

On June 22 Jack and Phyllis Webster of 
Great Clarendon Street celebrated their dia
mond wedding anniversary. When they were 
married in 1940, Jack had only a few days 
leave from the army to come back to Ox
ford, propose to Phyllis Carr, and arrange 
with Father Bisdee to be married in St 
Barnabas. Phyllis and her brothers all had a 
close association with the church - the boys 
served at the altar or sang in the choir. At 
that point the family home was also in Great 
Clarendon Street, though in a different 
house. We wish them all the best. 
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Forum held on June 21 at St Barnabas 
School. At this meeting Waterway Manager, 
Simon Ainley, said that any developer would 
be asked to consult with the community. 
Commercial manager Stuart Mills said that 
the next draft of the brief would take our 
concerns into account. We should get a bet
ter idea of what this means when we see the 
next version. 

Meanwhile, West Ward Councillors 
Colin Cook and Jeremy Wynne have been 
working on a revision of the Oxford Local 
Plan, which establishes the pattern for fu
ture development. This would incorporate 
the Dawson Place site into the development 
and state that the Council is seeking to pro
vide a community centre as integrated part 
of the development. · 

Artists at work 
An exhibition at Freuds Cafe, from 
October 1 4 to 31, will include works by 
three Jericho artists: John lsitt of Jericho 
Street, David Langford of Great 
Clarendon Street, and Tom Wise of Allam 
Street. John will be showing a special 
portrait of 'Only Fools and Horses' actor 
Roger Lloyd-Pack. John too has been an 
actor (he was in 'Coronation Street' in 
the 1960s). Nowadays, he is an artist 
and poet, and runs Oxbridge Artists and 
Writers from his council flat. His verse is 
available at most local bookshops, and 
his greetings cards are on sale at the Post 
Office and in the Jericho Cafe. 

Association elections 
The Annual General Meeting of the 
Jericho Community Association was held 
on July 3. The following were elected as 
officers: Chair, Jeanne Needle, Canal 
Street; Vice-Chair, George Taylor, Great 
Clarendon Street; Treasurer, Liza Picard, 
Cranham Street; Acting Secretary, Peter 
Stalker, Cranham Street. 

All the property 
expertise you will 

ever need is ... 
on your doorstep. 

515000 



Sun shines on the Jericho Street Fair muo@v~ 000 

Neil Townsend demonstrates portion sizes at his hot dog and hamburger stall 

T
he Jericho Street Fair which was held 
on Saturday June 10 was the best ever. 
The good weather attracted large 

crowds throughout the day to 36 stalls and 
the wide variety of entertainment. 

Thanks to everyone who helped make it 
such a success-to College Cruisers who lent 
a boat for the day, and Mike Stanley who 
drove it, to all the local shops and restau
rants who donated prizes for the draw, to City 
Works for getting the kitchen ready on time, 
and to the musicians, especially Richard 
Dutton and the Force I 0 Big Band. 

This year's festivities stretched well into 

Alice in Wonderland 
OXACTS, the children's drama group that 
started last autumn at the Jericho 
Community Centre, presented its first 
public performance, A/ice in Wonderland, 
on July 1 and 2 at the Burton Taylor 
Theatre. Lucy's and OUP provided 
sponsorship, and Christ Church also 
organized a tour for the children so they 
could learn about Lewis Carrol and the 
real Alice. Dilys Codrington of Great 
Clarendon Street loaned paintings for the 
set, and parents made costumes and 

Mary Neal - Mary passed away suddenly 
on May 15, aged 76. Born in Glasgow, she 
joined the NAAFI in 1942 aged 18. Mary 
met her husband, Gilbert, whilst stationed 
at Bicester and they were married in 1948 
and moved to Jericho shortly afterwards. 
She later became an Auxiliary Nurse at the 
Radcliffe Infirmary and lived in Jericho for 
many years. Widowed in I 984, Mary 
worked tirelessly in the community and was 
always in the thick of any organising. As 

the night, since Eddie at the Old Bookbind
ers Ale House also ran a beer festival with 
evening entertainment. Thanks also to the 
many volunteers who helped during the day 
and, as always, to community centre admin
istrator, Carolyn Dutton, for organizing such 
an enjoyable day. 

Total profits for the Community Centre 
came to £800. The playgroup and lunch club 
made £120, while the youth group made 
£100 selling items that had kindly been do
nated by local people. In January the Street 
Fair Steering Committee will meet to start 
planning next year's event. 

provided refreshments. Both 
performances were sold out, but you can 
still buy a video for £9 .50. More details 
on page 4. The picture shows Queen of 
Hearts, India Barrett of Canal Street, 
giving the Knave a hard time. 

well as running the bingo and helping with 
the over-60s club, Mary was a dedicated 
Royal British Legionary. 

She touched the lives of a wide circle 
of people and her passing is acutely felt, 
particularly within Grantham House. The 
funeral was well attended at Wolvercote 
cemetery and a collection for the Royal 
British Legion raised £185. Mary's family 
would like to thank all her friends from 
Jericho for their kindness, support and help 
during this sad time 

Our thanks again to Oxford University Press 
for printing this issue of the Jericho Echo. 

Co-op spreads out 
The Co-op in Walton Street should have 
roughly doubled in size by November. 
The first stage involves extending what 
was Mr Woodward's cobbler's shop, then 
combining it with the main store. The fruit 
and vegetables section will then move 
across, while that shop too is renovated. 
This will ultimately be merged with the 
rest into one larger s.tore. Hopefully, this 
will allow wider aisles so we don't have 
to clamber over the industrious staff 
stacking the shelves. 

Canal cycling route 
The City Council is carrying out a study 
into improving the cycle route from 
Jericho to the railway station along the 
canal towpath. This could include cycle 
ramps on the Whitworth Place footbridge. 

Editor certified 
On May 6 I attended a ceremony at the 
Town Hall at which the Lord Mayor 
presented Certificates of Honour to worthy 
citizens of Oxford. One went to Peter 
Stalker for producing the Jericho Echo. It 
is very satisfying to see Peter's contribution 
recognized officially. Without his 
professional skill and generosity the Echo 
would not be produced. 

Liza Picard, Cranham Street 

Specialist paint finishes 
and interior consultancy. 

Enhance your home with the use of 
creative colour and professional 

paint effects. 

Suzanne Mansell (Dipl.) 
(01865) 772964 

Our Canal in Oxford 1• 

A much-praised 
illustrated guide 
to the important 
landmarks, events 
and characters of 
the canal in 
Jericho, 
Wolvercote and 
the city, by two 
local authors who 
have an intimate 
knowledge of this 
historic waterway. 

"The layout, design and print are 
absolutely top notch" 

Available from Nellie's Deli and 
Walton Street Post Office, price £4. 
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Community Centre Cafe - The Commu
nity Centre Cafe is now open again after in
stallation of a new boiler and other repairs. 
British Legion - First Monday of each 
month, 7.00 p.m. Grantham House. You do 
not need to be an ex-service person to be
come an associate member. 
Handyman wanted - Can you volunteer 
time to work in the Community Centre? 
Please call 557902. 
Jericho Family Lunches - Every Thurs
day, 11.45 a.m.-3 p.m. Good value refresh
ments. Creche, 50p. All ages welcome. 
Jericho Youth Group- A weekly club with 
a wide range of activities for 8-12 year-olds. 
Tuesdays, 7.00 p.m.-9.00 p.m. Meetings will 
resume in the autumn. 
Munts and Prams- Parents and toddlers 
group. Tuesdays, 9.15 a.m.-11.15 a.m. at the 
Community Centre. Featuring active play 
and music. Information: 511561. 
Could you run bingo sessions?- We need 
someone to run a bingo session at the Com
munity Centre on Wednesday, Friday or 
Saturday. Please call 557902. 
Child Hope- Fundraising event, Septem
ber 9, at the Godstow Road picnic place in 
Wolvercote, 5.00 p.m.-11.00 p.m. Good 
food and lots of entertainment. Tickets 
available in schools and shops, or by phone 
on (01865) 557336 or (0771) 8757146. 
Jericho Playgroup - Two- to four-year
olds. Monday to Friday, 9 a.m.-11.30 a.m. 
in the Community Centre. Places available. 
Call mornings 552001, evenings 3ll875. 

Egyptian Dance- Wed. 6.15 p.m-9 .00 p.m. 
Katrina Robinson, tel. 777462. 
Flamenco Dance- The Oxford Flamenco 
Dance School summer programme. Every 
Sunday in July from 3 p.m. to 7.00 p.m. 
August dates to be confirmed. Two profes
sional dancers will be coming from Spain 
to teach. All sessions accompanied by a 
guitarist. All levels catered for, from begin
ners upwards. Each workshop costs £30, or 
all four for £100. Contact Deborah Fenn: 
554210 or deborahfenn@hotrnail.com. 
Guitar. For beginner and novice levels. 
Mon. 7.30 p.m.-9.00 p.m. Enquiries: James 
Baldwin, tel. 558534. 
Life Drawing- Sat. 11 a.m-1 p.m. Contact 
Chris Nirrenski, tel. 559004. There are also 

Over-60s Club - Fridays, 2.00 p.m. 
Grantham House. Speakers or bingo. 
Contacting Councillors - West Ward 
Councillors' surgeries at the Community 
Centre. Labour on the frrst Saturday of the 
month, 11.00 a.m. to 12.00 noon. Lib/Dems 
on the second Saturday, 10.30 a.m. to 11.30 
a.m. Or call City Councillors: Colin Cook, 
272548; Susanna Pressel, 554001; Jeremy 
Wynne, 559734. County Councillor: John 
Power, 247153. 
Police contact numbers - Jericho's Com
munity Beat Officer is PC Billy Linton, his 
contact number is 552633. General Enquir
ies, and Neighbourhood Watch, 266000. 
Sewing teacher wanted - We need some
one to start a sewing class at the Commu
nity Centre. Please call: 557902. 
Jericho Community Association- Meets 
on the second Monday of each month at the 
Community Centre at 7.30 p.m. No meet
ing in August. Next meeting September 11. 
All Jericho residents are welcome. 
Cleaner wanted - College Cruisers needs 
a cleaner to work on Mondays, Fridays, and 
Saturdays. Good rates, friendly atmosphere. 
Please call 554343. 
Youth Club - Ages 13-18 at the Commu
nity Centre, Thursdays 7.00 p.m.-9.00 p.m. 
Some events in the summer. Regular meet
ings will resume in the autumn. For further 
information, call 55400 l. 
Echo Online- Previous issues of the Echo 
and a special 'Jericho Guide' are available 
at www.pstalker.com/echo. 

some all-day sessions. 
OXACTS- Children's drama school. Next 
term begins on September 16. New appli
cants are welcome, following a simple au
dition and interview. Call 792965 for fur
ther information, or for a video of the highly 
successful performance of 'Alice in Won
derland' (see page 3). 
Spanish for Travel - Thurs. 10.00 a.m.-
11.30 a.m. An enjoyable way to learn use
ful, practical Spanish. Beginners welcome. 
Contact: Gloria Thomas, tel. 558003. 
Wing Chun, Martial Arts - Mon. 7 p.m-
9 p.m. Contact Ed Yuen, tel. 862518. 
Yoga- Mon. 9.00 a.m-1 0.30 a.m. Tues. 6.00 
p.m- 7.30 p.m. Wed. 9.15 a.m-11.30 a.m. 
Thurs. 6.30 p.m.-8.30 p.m. Sat. 8.30 a.m.-
9.30 a.m. Sun. ll a.m.-12 noon. For more 
information call 557902. 

The Jericho Echo is published three or four times each year by the Jericho Community Association, 
Jericho Community Centre, Conal Street, Oxford. Editor: Peter Stalker, 51 Cronham St., tel. 552794 
or 514922. If you can help with delivery, please contact Philippa Foot, tel. 557130. This edition 
printed courtesy of Oxford University Press, Great Clarendon Street, from artwork supplied by the 
ed i tor. Previous issues are also available on·line at www.pstolker.com / echo . 
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Groceries - Off-licence 
Newspaper deliveries 

Open 7.30 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Seven days a week. I 

r ~ """" """" ~ - """" -, 
•_ Piano and ~ ,, 
: jazz piano -
'· lessons •· ' f: Experienced, friendly, qualified teacher 

.·• who also performs. Associated Board f 
f• piano and theory and the new jan piano • 

. exams. Beginners and adults welcome. II!!' 
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Jude the 
Obscure 

A pub in Jericho 

Food served daily 

54 Walton Street. Tel: 557309 

Sports and Activity Day 
Camps for 6-12 year olds 

University Sports Centre, lffley 
Road, July 24 to September 1 




