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The next piece in the puzzle 
Your chance to decide on a 
new Community Centre. 

For some years there have been plans to 
develop the canals ide land behind St Barna
bas Church. Such have been the twists and 
turns in this saga, however, that even if you 
understood it first time round you could now 
be forgiven for having lost the plot. 

Here briefly is how things stand. The site 
is owned by British Waterways who have 
been searching for a developer. One of the 
most imaginative proposals came from the 
Jericho Canalside Development Group, 
which includes the Jericho Community As
sociation, the Church, and two local busi
nesses- Rosamund the Fair and College 
Cruisers which currently occupy part of the 
site. The group worked with a London-based 
developer, Metropolitan and County, to pro
duce a plan that would have used the site 
for housing and businesses as well as an 
open square and a new community centre. 

In February 2000 British Waterways 
turned down this plan, because they were 
not sure it was viable and did not offer as 
much money as had been expected. At any 
rate, they decided to open the site to other 
bidders and issue a 'design brief for poten
tial developers to follow. The first draft of 
this, which appeared in May, was very dis
appointing-implying a block of mainly 
three-storey housing along the canal, an 
over-large restaurant and very little public 
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space. This was discussed at a meeting in 
June in the school. British Waterways prom
ised to amend the plan and also require any 
developer to consult with the local commu
nity. By early March 2001, they said they 
would soon be publishing the brief and in
viting offers. 

We might seem to be back at square one, 
but have nevertheless made real progress. 
For one thing there has been good support 
from the City Council which is willing to 
contribute extra land to allow the develop
ment to include a new Community Centre 
somewhere on the site. 

The Council has also drafted amend
ments to the 'local plan' and offered guide
lines for development, making it clear that 
an entirely three-storey development here 
would be unlikely to get planning permis
sion. They also expect to see a public space 
open to the canal and a new bridge with 
wheelchair and cycle access to give a link 
to the station. 

This site is of critical importance to Jeri
cho and to the city, and we want to do our 
best to ensure that we get a sensitive and 
imaginative development, as well as a valu
able new Community Centre. The current 
Community Centre on the comer of Canal 
Street and Cardigan Street, is the former St 
Barnabas Institute, which the Church leases 
to the Council, which in tum leases it to the 
Jericho Community Association. The lease 
expires in 2005 by which time we might 

Jericho children at the 
daily playgroup in the 
Community Centre - a 
Victorian building 
which has done sterling 
service but needs to be 
replaced. There is, for 
example, no space for 
the children to play 
outside. At the other end 
of the age spectrum 
there are no rooms 
large enough for the 
Over-Sixties Club to 
meet in. A new centre 
would allow many more 
activities. 

have a new Centre with better facilities for 
many more people. 

We need your help 

This is where you come in - helping place 
the next piece in the puzzle. Not, you will 
be relieved to discover, to offer money but 
to let us know what kind of Centre would 
best suit you. We have already had a well
attended public meeting on the overall de
velopment. Shortly, we will be distributing 
a questionnaire to gather views on the char
acter of the new Centre. 

This will enable us to let potential de
velopers know what kind of building we 
need. But it will also help gauge public sup
port. It is therefore vital that we get a good 
response to the questionnaire, so that we can 
approach potential funders, including the 
National Lottery, with evidence of strong 
community demand. 

The present Centre has limited facilities 
and only serves a small section of people
those who go to the cafe, or to classes, say, 
or to the lunch club, or the playgroup. But 
what about a new Centre that could have a 
gym, rooms for wedding receptions or par
ties, an outdoor play area? 

With energy and commitment we could 
have a new and more self-sustaining Centre 
to be proud of- for use by people of all age 
groups. So please be sure to complete and 
return the questionnaire and let us know 
what you think. 
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Street Fair plans Jericho embraces the canal 

Richard Dutton (right) and the Force 11 Big 
Band at last years successful Street Fair. 

This year's Jericho Street Fair will be on 
Saturday June 9. Last year's was one of the 
best ever, and plans are already well under 
way to make this year's event even better. 
Canal Street will be closed as far as the 
Bookbinders, and Eddie, the landlord, will 
again ensure the celebrations stretch on into 
the evening with more outdoor music, street 
entertainment and a pig roast. 

New stallholders are welcome, though 
all stalls must be booked in advance: £15 
each, or £ 1 2 for charities, or £5 if you 
bring your own set-up. 

We also urgently need more volunteers. 
Even if you can only help a few hours on 
the day itself this makes an enormous dif
ference, as we usually have too few peo
ple. For more information please contact 
Carol Dutton on 557902. 

Cashing in his chips 
Believe it or not we could be in for yet 
another up-market restaurant on Walton 
Street. The owner of the modest 'Chicken 
Barbecue' has applied for planning 
permission to turn it into a large, possibly 
Portuguese, restaurant. Apparently the 
owner made his money from a string of 
chippies, on the strength of which he 
subsequently bought the Linton Lodge Hotel. 
Now he wants to cash in on this site. 

THOMAS 
MERRIFIELD 

All the property 
expertise you will 
ever need is ... on 

your doorstep. 

Holyfield House 
1 Walton Well Road. Tel: 51500 
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Mark Davies delves into our 
canalside history. 
Jericho was Oxford's first planned suburb 
-formed over six decades of the 19'h cen
tury as the open fields to the north of 
Worcester College were transformed into 
today's narrow streets of compact houses. 
The canal area resisted development long
est due to the waterlogged terrain. When the 
canal reached Oxford in 1790, Castle Mill 
Stream was still an important branch of the 
Thames and highly prone to floods. 

In 1829 Thomas Mallam auctioned some 
adjacent building plots near the Oxford 
University Press. A year later a coal mer
chant and boatbuilder called Henry Ward 
established Jericho's first cargo wharf. 

Jericho proper, however, remained clus
tered around the Press for 20 more years. 
Apart from access via the iron works (now 
Lucy's) at Walton Well, the canal could be 

If the majority of Jericho's residents 
feared the boatmen it seems the Canal Com
pany may in tum have been fearful of the 
reputation of Jericho itself. The Scrapbook 
recorded that two boys who visited Jericho 
frequently at this time were told to stay away 
at night, "for they would probably have rats' 
tails and oyster shells thrown at them." 

The Company had long resisted build
ing a bridge to allow Jericho's many rail
waymen ready access to the station, and to 
allow its children access to the sports fields 
and bathing place at Tumbling Bay. As a 
result the ferry duly remained the only cross
ing, and was still operating in the 1960s. A 
second ferry, for school use, was provided 
by the Oxford Corporation at Nelson Street 
Wharf. 

After World War Two the canal fell into 
decline. Fortunately the leisure possibilities 
were just evident, and a tradition of passen
ger-based operations began. After privati-
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with the building of Ca
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Jericho moved closer to ----------------------
the canal. Even then the houses were a safe 
distance from the canal itself. The reputa
tion of the canal workers also served to keep 
Jericho at bay. In her 1956 Scrapbook of 
Jericho Mrs C.M. Hawtrey observed that 
this part of Jericho was "first a marsh and 
refuge of footpads and then to all intents and 
purposes a slum, through which policemen 
preferred to walk in company." Local boat
ers were also "much addicted to a beer which 
went by the name of 'Fourpenny' and was 
extremely intoxicating." 

The influence of the Ward family ex
tended over several generations. Henry 
Ward financed a floating chapel for boat
men. And his son, William (1808-86) do
nated the land on which St Barnabas' Church 
was built in 1869. The canal and the com
munity were also linked by the church. John 
Foster, sacristan for the· first 40 years, sold 
coal from Ward's Wharf in the evenings, for 
instance. And the sons of another 
coalmerchant, William Herbert, were 'bear
ers of the incense boat'. Herbert was also 
the local ferryman, living in the now-van
ished Ferry House at the end of what has 
been renamed Combe Road. 

sation in 1963, the newly formed British 
Waterways Board ran its own hire fleet from 
Jericho, and by the 1990s there were two 
commercial boatyards side by side. 

In 1972 the wharf at the end of Juxon 
Street was replaced by flats. At last after 150 
years or so, residential Jericho had reached 
the water's edge and Jericho finally had its 
own bridge. Then in the 1990s the old Nel
son Street Wharf site was also turned over 
to housing. Meanwhile, the College Cruis
ers hire fleet continues to prosper on the 
Ferry Wharf site, whilst the restaurant boat 
Rosamund the Fair shares Henry Ward's 
original wharf area with a much-needed boat 
repair centre. 

It's taken nearly 200 years for the canal 
to be considered a true part of Jericho. The 
physical constraints and the insanitary con
ditions have been overcome, and the fear of 
the boatpeople curbed. But as British Wa
terways' hesitance over our community
based bid for their land shows, the authori
ties still seem reluctant to let Jericho's resi
dents have a true stake in their own canal. 

Mark Davies, Hythe Bridge Moorings. 
Details of Marks book are on page 4. 
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The end of a life-long hobby 

T
he retirement of 81-year-old Bill 
Crowther in February, and the sale 
of his letterpress printing workshop 

in Worcester Place, sees the closure of an
other of Jericho's long-established busi
nesses - as well as a controversy over what 
happens next. 

Bill was a well-known printer of station
ery and other items to local businesses and 
university departments. Born in Canal 
Street in 1920 he went to St Barnabas 
School. Originally apprenticed as a book
binder, he only started printing as a hobby. 

He began in a shed at 35 Canal Street 
in 1948 with a small hand press to print 
match cards for his table tennis club. After 
he was married in 1953 he bought a house 
in 62 Great Clarendon Street, using the 
machine in his garage until a neighbour 
complained. By 1966, however, printing 
had become a full-time business, with a 
larger press above four lock-up garages at 
the bottom of Great Clarendon Street (now 
two houses). Finally in 1972 he moved into 
the building in Worcester Place. 

The building has an interesting shape 
with archways that suggest it was originally 

Bill Clifford - Bill, who was 94 years old, 
died at Freeland on January 3. He was very 
much a ' Jericho man ' . He lived initially in 
Cardigan Street in one of the houses subse
quently pulled down to build the new school. 
He worked as a Laboratory Technician at 
the University Department of Pathology in 
Parks Road until 1946 when he went to the 
Institute of Medical Research in London. 
After he retired in 1971 , Bill returned to Jeri
cho, living in Cranham Street where he was 
often to be seen during the 1980s wheeling 
his brother around the streets in his wheel
chair. Later he moved to School Court. 

For many years Bill was the Scoutmas
ter at St. Barnabas Church. He was an ex
cellent artist, and was also was fond of mu
sic and took part in many concert parties. 
He was very keen on cricket and wore his 
University Cricket Club blazer to his 94th 
birthday party just before Christmas. 

Val French - Val 's funeral took place at St. 
Barnabas on January 15. Val was born in 
Juxon Street and lived most of her life there 
or in Mount Street. She devoted her life to 
her family and when you met her, you were 
immediately conscious not only of her 
friendliness and kindness but also of her 

Bill Crowther and the former stables 

a stable. It seems strange that Worcester, 
which already owns the now-closed garage 
premises across the street did not buy it to 
extend their residential block. Bill says he 
always assumed they would outbid anybody, 
but they didn ' t. 

Instead the building has been bought by 
an architect who plans to raise it by an extra 
storey to build a three-bedroom house with 
multiple bathrooms and an ornamental in
door pool. This has drawn objections from 
neighbours worried, among other things, 
about parking and the loss of light in their 
gardens, and his first planning application 
has been refused. 

determination and energy. All this was put 
to the test when her daughter Joanne was 
seriously injured. Val devoted herself to 
enabling Joanne to recover and to securing 
her future . For the past 20 years Val worked 
at St. Luke 's nursing home and continued 
to go three times a week even when she 
herself was ill. We extend our sympathy to 
her father, her husband, sisters, children and 
grandchildren. 

Peter Corlett- Although not born in Jeri
cho, Peter became a Jericho person ' by 
adoption ' . When he retired from teaching 
at St. Edward's School he came to worship 
at St. Barnabas and developed a great love 
of Jericho. After a few years he became 
Churchwarden and he was in that office 
when the appeal was launched to repair the 
tower. Peter devoted himself to this project 
and became 'Clerk ofWorks' . The restored 
tower is something of a memorial to him. 
After retiring from the position of Church
warden he was elected Chairman of the 
School Governors and threw himself whole
heartedly into the task giving great support 
to both staff and pupils. Peter was a man of 
many talents and great kindness and will 
be sorely missed. 

Our thanks again to Oxford University Press 
for printing this issue of the jericho Echo. 

The post office bounces back 
The expansion of the Co-op in Walton 
Street dealt a body blow to the grocery 
business at the post office. But as Janet Trott, 
points out, "The problem was not so much 
the scale of the new shop but that they 
matched our opening hours". 

Janet and Tony Troll took over the Post 
Office in 1994, after 1 3 years of running 
a pub. Kelly (in the post office) and Paula 
(in the shop) were already working there. 

"We saw that if we didn't do some
thing we would go out of business", said 
Janet. "Over Christmas, we wondered what 
to do, and decided that what Walton Street 
needed was a good stationers". They have 
already revamped the store and will be 
offering other services such as binding and 
colour copying. But they are also keen to 
find out what else people would like to see 
there, so be sure to offer suggestions. 

Do not adjust your watch 
The hours once more strike out over Jericho 
from the Church Tower. The bell machinery 
is a wonderful Heath-Robinson piece of 
Victorian engineering. If the quarter hours 
are not always accurate it is because the 
machinery is wearing out and will 
eventually have to be replaced. 

End game for playground 
The long-running discussion about shifting 
the children's playground to the corner of 
Hart Street and Great Clarendon 
Street con tinued on February 
5 at a meeting to consult 
Hart Street residents on the 
planned layout. They said 
they wanted the equipment 
sited further away from the 
street and also would prefer the entrance 
to be in Great Clarendon Street rather than 
Hart Street. Fortunately, both streets should 
be safer in future since it is hoped that the 
'Better Ways to School' programmme will 
introduce a 20 rT!Ph speed limit around 
the school with traffic calming. If you have 
views on this you can contact one of the 
councillors listed on page 4. 
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Bookbinders 
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For atmosphere) fon) food 
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Canal Street, Jericho 
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II 
Jericho Community Centre AGM - This 
will be held on Monday April 9 at 7.30 p.m. 
Everyone in Jericho is welcome. 
Albert Street Chapel Sunday School -
Every Sunday 3.00 p.m to 4.00 p.m. for ages 
3 to 14 years. Various treats throughout the 
year. For more information or transport, 
phone David or Jenny on 245939. 
Community Centre Cafe - Open every 
Saturday, 10.30 a.m.- 3.30 p.m. Coffee, tea, 
savouries and cakes. 
British Legion - First Monday of each 
month, 7.00p.m. Grantham House. You do 
not need to be an ex-service person to be
come an associate member. 
Jericho Family Lunches - Every Thurs
day, 11.45 a.m.- 3 p.m at the Community 
Centre. Good value refreshments. Creche, 
SOp. All ages welcome. 
Jericho Youth Group- A weekly club at 
the Community Centre for 8- 12 year-olds. 
Tuesdays, 7.00 p.m.- 9.00 p.m. 
Youth Club- Ages 13-18 at the Commu
nity Centre, Thursdays 7.00 p.m.- 9.00 p.m. 
More adult helpers are needed. For further 
information, call554001. 
Mums and Prams - Parents and toddlers 
group. Tuesdays, 9.15 a.m.-11.15 a.m. at 
the Community Centre. Featuring active 
play and music. Information: 511561 . 
Jericho Playgroup - Two- to four-year
olds. Monday to Friday, 9 a.m.- 11.30 a.m. 
in the Community Centre. Places available. 
Call mornings 552001, evenings 311875. 
Could you run bingo sessions?- We need 
someone to run a bingo session at the Com
munity Centre on Wednesdays, Fridays or 
Saturdays. Please call 557902. 
Jumble Sale - St. Barnabas PTA. At the 
school on Sat. March 24 at 2.00 p.m. 
Are you crafty?- We are looking for peo-

Egyptian Dance - Wed. 6.15 p.m-9.00p.m. 
Special workshop on Sun. March 18, 1.30 
p.m.-4.30 p.m. Contact, Katrina Robinson, 
tel. 777462. 
Guitar. For beginner and novice levels. 
Mon. 7.30 p.m.-9 .00 p.m. Enquiries, James 
Baldwin, tel. 558534. 
OXACTS - Drama school for children. Sat. 
3.00 p.m.-6.00 p.m. Contact, Amanda 
Dickie, 792965. 
Wing Chun, Martial Arts - Mon. 6 p.m-
9.30 p.m. Contact Ed Yuen, tel. 862518. 

II 
pie to hold daytime craft sessions at the 
Community Centre. Some items can even
tually be sold at the Christmas Bazaar. 
Over-60s Club - Fridays, 2.00 p .m. 
Grantham House. Speakers or bingo. 
Contacting Councillors - West Ward 
Councillors' surgeries at the Community 
Centre in Canal Street. Labour on the first 
Saturday of the month, 11.00 a.m. to 12.00 
noon. Lib/Dems on the second Saturday, 
10.30 a.m. to 11.30 a.m. Or call City Coun
cillors: Colin Cook, 272548; Susanna Pres
sel, 554001; Jeremy Wynne, 559734. 
County Councillor: John Power, 247153 . 
Police contact numbers - Jericho's Com
munity Beat Officer is PC Bill Linton, his 
contact number is 552633. General Enquir
ies and Neighbourhood Watch, 266000. 
Sewing teacher wanted - We need some
one to start a sewing class at the Commu
nity Centre. Please call: 557902. 
Thanks- To Jenny and David Cook of the 
Albert Street Baptist Chapel for running a 
free half-term activities programme at the 
Community Centre. 
Notice of road closure- Canal Street will 
be closed, between Great Clarendon Street 
and Cranham Street, for the Street Fair on 
June 9 from 6 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
Vandalism - On New Year 's Eve £500-
worth of damage was done to the windows 
of the Community Centre. Also, on the 
weekend of February 23, plastic woodfiller 
was put into some ofthe doorlocks. Did you 
see or hear anything? Please call552633. 
Cripley Meadow Allotments - Rent days 
this year are on March 10, 11, 17 and 18 
from 10.00 a.m. to 12 noon. 
Echo Online- Previous issues of the Echo 
and a special ' Jericho Guide ' are available 
at www.pstalker.com/echo. 

Life Drawing - Sat. 11 a.m-1 p.m. Con
tact, Chris Nirrenski, tel. 559004. There are 
also some all-day sessions. 
'Pram to Primary' Parenting Course -
Mon. 9.30 a.m.-11.00 a.m for eight weeks 
starting April27. The course is free but we 
will need donations towards materials. Con
tact, Denise Townsend, 559648 
Yoga (Ashtanga) - Wed. 9.15 a.m-11.30 
a.m. and Thurs. 6.30 p.m.-8.30. p.m. Con
tact Mariella Di Martini, tel. 245893 . 
Yoga (Iyengar) -Sun. 11.00 a.m.-12 noon. 
Contact: Joe Bum, tel. 715147. 

The jericho Echo is published three or four times each year by the jericho Community Associa
tion, jericho Community Centre, Canal Street, Oxford. Editor: Peter Stalker, 51 Cranham St., 
tel. 552794 or 514922 . Please call if you can help with delivery. This edition has been printed 
courtesy of Oxford University Press, Great Clarendon Street, from artwork supplied by the 
editor. Previous issues are also available on-line at www.pstalker.com/echo. 
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Ali's 
jericho 
Store 

Groceries - Off-licence 
Newspaper deliveries 

Open 7.30 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Seven days a week. 

r" ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~. 

• Piano and ~ • 
• jazz piano • 
: lessons • 

Experienced, friendly, qualified • 
• teacher who also performs. • 
• Associated Board piano and theory " 
" and the new jazz piano exams .• 
• Beginners and adults welcome. 

Vacancies at all levels. • 
• Reasonable rates. • RICHARD DUTION • 57 Great Clarendon Street • 
• 01865 552024 • 
~~~~~~~ .... 
Our Canal in Oxford 

A much-praised 
illustrated guide 
to the important 
landmarks, events 
and characters of 
the canal in 
Jericho, 
Wolvercote and 
the city, by two 
local authors who 
have an intimate 
knowledge of this 
historic waterway. 

"The layout, design and print are 
absolutely top notch" 

Available from Wal ton Stationers, 
price £4. 

Jude 
the 

Obscure 
A pub in Jericho 

Food served daily 

54 Walton Street. Tel: 557309 
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