
step of attending a city planning meeting. 
He described the proposal for only 30% 
social housing as ‘a joke’. 

The most bizarre part of the meeting 
was when the Bellway spokesperson 
claimed that they had not been notified of 
the City Council’s decision to add to the site 
the land currently occupied by the garages 
in Dawson Place—thus contributing most 
of the land needed for a new community 
centre. A quick search through Evan 
Harris’s voluminous folder of documents 
at the meeting revealed at least one letter to 
BW which  did just that.

Colin Cook, a member of the Strategic 
Planning Control Committee, who is also 
a city Councillor for Jericho and Osney, 
led the assault at the meeting, describing 
Bellway’s plans as ‘unbelievable’. He 
pointed out  that the real problem was 
that Bellway had simply paid British 
Waterways too much for the land, so were 

Canalside plans rejected
Council refuses permission for 
Bellways development

now obliged to recoup as much as they 
could through high density housing. He 
cited a Council-financed study that showed 
how, with a more reasonable payment, they 
could easily make a 20% profit on the site 
and still deliver a reasonable level of social 
housing along with the bridge, the open 
space and a new Community Centre. 

The Community Association and others 
have produced a series of alternative plans 
for this site—as has a local architect, Simon 
Norris, who also spoke at the meeting.

In the event the committee rejected 
the plans on no fewer than eight grounds. 
These included concerns about the height 
and density of the buildings, the lack 
of alternative boat repair facilities or 
provision for a new Community Centre, 
the low proportion of social housing and 
the inappropriate style of the new bridge.

On April 29th Colin Cook and Evan 
Harris also spoke at the AGM of the 
Jericho Community Association. Evan 
Harris described the Bellway proposals as 
‘shameful’, but  emphasized the importance 
of continuing the dialogue with BW.

Now Bellways can either present revised 
plans, appeal to the Planning Inspectorate, 
or go back to BW and renegotiate the deal.

Bellway Homes’ proposal for the re-
development of the land behind St. 
Barnabas Church has been resound-

ingly rejected by the City Council’s Strate-
gic Development Control Committee.

Bellway have purchased the land from 
British Waterways (BW) and proposed 
three- and four-storey housing along 
with a restaurant, a public square and a 
footbridge. These proposals drew a storm 
of protest when they were first presented 
in July 2003. They were no more popular 
at a public workshop last September, 
and the protests continued against the 
latest, slightly amended, plans that were 
presented in March 2004. More than 300 
people and organizations have registered 
objections—primarily to the density and 
height of the proposed development, which 
would crowd in on St. Barnabas Church, 
the lack of a new Community Centre and 
the loss of the canal boatyard. 

In March the city planning officers 
recommended refusal of planning 
permission. Their report was considered 
first by our local Area Committee on 
April 28th which endorsed the officers’ 
conclusion—one member describing the 
plans as a ‘sheer act of vandalism’.

Not surprisingly, when the plans 
reached the city’s ultimate planning 
body, the Strategic Development Control 
Committee on April 28th they received 
one of the roughest rides of any application 
in recent years. George Taylor, on behalf 
of the Community Association explained 
how we had tried to work with British 
Waterways on this development, but so 
far to no avail. Emma Chapman spoke on 
behalf of the boating community, pointing 
out how difficult it would now be for canal 
users to get their boats repaired. Our local 
MP, Dr. Evan Harris, also took the unusual 

Local Councillor Colin Cook, speaking at 
the Jericho Community Association AGM, 
explains why the plans were turned down.
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Evan Harris M.P. has 
taken a close interest 
in this development. He 
has already discussed 
it with the chair of 
British Waterways and 
is trying to meet him 
again to see where we 
go from here. 

Good Food 
Pool Table, Real Ale 
Thursday Quiz Night
Pleasant Atmosphere

THE 
GLOBE

Cranham Street, Jericho
Tel: 557759

Jericho Street Fair!—June 12th



Jericho Street Fair

Jericho’s popular annual Street Fair will be 
held on Saturday  June 12th from12 noon 
in Canal Street, along with a beer 
festival in the evening at the Bookbinders. 
Volunteers are needed. Can you help out 
this year? Please contact 557902.

Clem Shaw explains the canalside 
development issues at last year’s fair.
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Jericho has inspired authors for centuries, 
from Thomas Hardy to Colin Dexter .  

Philip Pullman is the latest to find inspira-
tion here, in Northern Lights, the first in 
his famous His Dark Materials trilogy, and 
Lyra’s Oxford.  

Although these books are set in 
a different, fantasy world, it is still 
unmistakably Oxford.  Jericho is still called 
Jericho, and St. Barnabas Church, Walton 
Street and Juxon Street all keep their names.  
At the same time, this is fantasy and much 
of the dialogue is between the heroine, 
Lyra, and her ‘daemon’, an other-worldly 
companion who follows her at all times, 
continually changing shape and becoming 
everything from a wildcat to a sparrow.  

For those of us who know the area, 
this mixture of familiar landmarks and 
fantastical happenings make these stories 
riveting. Pullman’s 
choice of Jericho as 
a setting for sections 
of his books was 
prompted by many 
years of walking 
around Jericho and the 
canal.  He described 
Jericho to me as a fascinating place with 
“history on every corner”.  

Intrigued by Jericho’s past as a thriving, 
colourful community with a working canal, 
the place he describes in the first part of 
Northern Lights is a mixture of what he 
imagines Jericho could have been, and pure 
fantasy. I asked him if he had done much 
research into the history of the area before 
writing the books, and he said that the perk 
of writing fantasy was that you didn’t need 
to spend hours checking facts in libraries.  
Instead he picked and chose what inspired 
him about the area and created an imaginary, 
brilliant world around it.  

Here the boat-dwelling ‘gyptians’ 
live on and work the canal, their children 
running riot, perpetually at war with town 
children and the children of the university.  
The community he imagines is similar 
in some ways to the descriptions we 
hear of Jericho life a century ago, where 
children could play in the streets, their 
parents confident that in such a tight-knit 
community someone would be watching 
out for them (a way of living many of us 
with children look back to wistfully!). But 
in Northern Lights, this world becomes 

threatened by the kidnapping ‘Gobblers’, 
and this is where the drama of the book 
really begins.

Pullman may claim that he avoided any 
arduous historical research for his books, 
but Lyra’s Oxford in particular shows a real 
interest in and knowledge about Jericho.  
This is a very short book, easily read in 
an afternoon—more a short story than 
even a novella.  It is also a lovely book 
to own, beautifully bound, with pull-out 
maps and printed postcards which tie in 
with the story.  It is here that we see quite 
how much Pullman enjoyed constructing 
his fantasy Oxford.  The story is set almost 
entirely in Jericho, which is made into an 
exciting underworld, where alchemists 
concoct their elixirs, and witches lay traps 
for young girls in Juxon Street.  

As a Jericho resident, it is the extras and 
pull-outs which I most enjoyed, and where 
Pullman has the most fun.  My favourite is 
a two page extract from a fake guidebook 
to Jericho, fitting the genuine history of the 
area with the fantasy one.  I was amazed 

to hear that many 
readers don’t spot it 
is a fake, particularly 
given the references to 
the famous alchemist 
Randolph Lucy, 
who, along with his 
eagle-daemon was ‘a 

familiar sight in the narrow lanes leading 
down to the river during the latter part of 
the seventeenth century’.  

When describing the history of the ‘Fell 
Press’ (his version of OUP) Pullman plays 
on Jericho’s reputation as a former red light 
district with a tavern on every corner.  He 
constructs a wonderful fantasy, in which 
“Lolly Parsons, a notorious woman of 
easy virtue, operated a tavern in the very 
press itself during the hours of darkness, 
unknown to the pious owners”.  I half 
hoped that this might be based on fact, and 
that Pullman had dredged up OUP’s sordid 
past.  Disappointingly, he could only say 
that if it wasn’t true, it should have been.

Though he has never lived here, Philip 
Pullman’s affection for Jericho shows. Like 
so many of us, he has been dismayed to see 
more and more new blocks of apartments 
being erected, and worries that the unique 
history of the place is being eroded.  

Although originally published for 
children, Pullman’s books are sophisticated 
enough to intrigue an adult reader. Apart 
from the full trilogy, Lyra’s Oxford stands 
up on its own, and is worth reading for the 
guidebook entry alone.

Exploring Lyra’s Jericho
Lucy Sholl talks to Philip 
Pullman who uses Jericho as 
a setting in his series of best-
selling fantasy novels.

Residents were surprised by the 
apparently sudden departure of Tony 
and Janet Tratt from Walton Stationers 

in February, when the sale of the business 
went through more quickly than expected. 
They left partly because Tony has to have a 
major operation, replacing both knees.

Janet said: “It was very sad we did 
not have the chance to say goodbye to 
all those nice people who had supported 
us for so many years. A bit of our hearts 
will always be in Jericho. We’ve had an 
enormous number of letters and cards 
sending good wishes.”

Welcome now to Shahzada Ahmed 
and his family. You might have seen his 
wife Rukhsana and daughters Sabrina 
and Sonia helping out in the shop on Sat-
urdays, but the regular post office service 
is from brother-in-law Gulstan Mahmood 
(an ‘eligible bachelor’ according to 
Shahzada). Helping in the shop, as ever, 
is Paula now also with Abril Ibarra.

Shahzada has been a sub-postmaster 
before but has also had a food shop in 
north Oxford and has been a cab driver. 
He points out that the post office is now 
open all day Wednesday. With the immi-
nent closure of the post office in Hayfield 
Road, they will have more business and 
plan a dramatic remodelling in the next few 
months, with three main windows that will 
face the shop and another for the disabled. 
Gulstan has plans to build up a commercial 
stationery business here but says that they 
will also happily deliver heavy packs of 
paper from the shop.

All change at the post office



Briefl y ...
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Our thanks again to Oxford Univerity Press 
for printing this issue of the Jericho Echo

Lucy’s plan resurfaces
Lucy’s have come up with slightly revised 
plans for the redevelopment of the Eagle 
Iron Works site for housing and offi ces.This 
is their third proposal in recent years. The 
fi rst kept the facade of the factory and used 
one of the existing blocks of fl ats in Castle 
Mill House as their contribution to social 
housing. This received outline planning 
permission in 2003. 

Then, having teamed up with Berkeley 
Homes, they came up with a new plan 
that involved demolishing the factory com-
pletely and having all the social housing 
within the new development. The planning 
officers, however, expressed concern 
about the scale of the development and 

the low contribution of social housing 
and faced with a likely rejection Lucy’s 
withdrew this proposal. 

Having made minor modifi cations, 
which included increasing the proportion 
of social housing from 30% to 35%, they 
re-presented the plans. This time the plan-
ning offi cers seem satisfi ed, but councillors 
at both the Area Committees have recom-
mended rejection, for a number of reasons 
including the still low proportion of social 
housing and the height of the buildings 
which will create a ‘canyon effect’ along 
the canal. The fi nal decision will be taken 
by the Strategic Development Control 
Committee on May 26th.

Bus creates havoc in Cranham Street

If you ever thought that the Thames Transit bus was too big for Jericho’ s narrow streets, 
you will not have been surprised by the bus crash on the evening of Saturday May 1st in 
Cranham Street. The bus driver tried to squeeze between a hefty people carrier parked on 
double yellow lines on the right hand side  and a row of cars parked in residents’ spaces 
on the left. Unfortunately he clipped one of the parked cars then lost control completely—
ploughing into a whole row of vehicles, shunting them into each other—and one onto the 
pavement. Two of the cars were  complete write-offs. Fortunately no one was hurt.

Just for kicks

Proposed new 
building, with Wharf 
House to the right

New head teacher
Congratulations to Jane Thomas who after 
teaching at St. Barnabas for six years has 
been appointed head teacher—an even 
bigger job after the expansion of the 
school, which now has eight classes, plus 
a nursery class. This year’s school fête will 
be on Saturday July 3rd, when the theme 
will be ‘Going Green’.

Fair trade fair
Jericho is playing its part in Oxford’s 
Fairtrade initiative with a fair at the 
Community Centre on Saturday May 29th 
from 10 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. In addition to 
Fairtrade goods and local and organic 
produce there will be arts and crafts and 
an African drumming workshop. For further 
details call 302937.

Community committee
At the Community Association AGM 
on April 29th elected as offi cers were: 
Chair, George Taylor, Gt. Clarendon St; 
Vice-Chair, Charlotte Christie, Canal St.; 
Treasurer, Viv Peto, Gt. Clarendon St.; 
Secretary, Jenny Mann, Victor St.

Feet on the brakes
Jericho, including Walton Street, will soon 
be a 20 m.p.h zone. The necessary road 
works should be carried out in August.

Set out your stall
Would you like a stall at the Jericho Street 
Fair on June 12th?  Only £20, or £15 
for non-profi t groups or Jericho residents. 
Please call 557902.

Tried and tested Grotty graffi ti
Councillor Susanna Pressel has been 
struggling to persuade the owner of 
garages at the top of Jericho Street to clean 
up the ugly graffi ti. He does not seem very 
interested—and has even refused to let 
the City Council carry out the work free 
of charge. 

Another of Susanna’s beautifi cation ef-
forts is to tidy up the recycling bins area. 
The plastic bins which have in the past 
been set on fi re will be replaced by the end 
of May. Now she is proposing that some 
trees or shrubs be planted there. If you have 
views on this please let her know.

Can you recommend someone 
who has done good, conscien-
tious work? Please let us know. 
The current list is: Car Repairs: 
Autowork, 552186. Carpenter: 

Tony Everett, (07778) 907834. Elec-
trician: Paul Walsey, (07773) 366915. 
Painter and Decorator: Tony Simpson: 
762173.  Plumbers: M. Daniels, 557068; 
A1, 327732. TV, Video and Hi-Fi Repairs: 
Oxford Powershop, 375834. Washing ma-
chine repairs: AES Repairs, 766392.

Ashley Jones, 13 years old, of Cranham 
Street has now achieved a kick-boxing 
black belt. He also has an impressive collec-
tion of trophies, including one for the Brit-
ish Open Series Championship competing 
with boys in his age group from all over the 
country. Ashley started the sport in 1999 to 
learn self defence, and trains in Kidlington 
Church Parish Hall where he now helps 
teach the younger boys and is a member of 
the grading panel.

Playtime with Emma
Welcome to Emma Wise, our new 
playgroup supervisor. She is fully qualifi ed 
and has lo ts of exper ience—and 
enthusiasm. Playgroup details are on 
page four.



Jericho Street Fair – Saturday June 12th 
from 12 noon—stalls, music and other en-
tertainment, plus beer festival and outdoor 
music stage at the Bookbinders from 12.00 
noon to 10.00 p.m.
Fairtrade Fair – Saturday May 29th at the 
Community Centre, 10.00 a.m.–5.00 p.m.
St Barnabas School Fête – July 3rd.   
Jericho Playgroup – The Playgroup runs 
from 9.00 a.m–11.30 a.m. Monday to Friday 
at the Community Centre. A parent-run co-
operative, it is a small (16 children maxi-
mum), friendly group for 2–5 year olds with 
a secure, gentle atmosphere. Children have a 
choice of activities including creative play, 
construction, dressing-up, a nature table, 
singing, and movement.For further details 
phone Sarah on 515362. 
Flat exchange – Central London, Mayfair 
penthouse, one bedroom flat H/A. Rent 
£60 per week, panoramic views. Swap 
for Jericho house/flat. Tel: 07931 541488, 
rainbowlotus@lycos.com.
Jericho Over-60s Bingo – Wednesday eve-
nings at 6.30 p.m. for tea, bingo, and a get-
together at Grantham House. Information 
from John Radford, tel. 558883.
Senior Citizens’ Discount Lunches – At 
the Globe. Wed. and Thurs. 12.00 noon–
2.00 p.m. Sun. 12.00 noon–2.30 p.m.
Jericho Community Association – Meets 
on the second Monday of the month 
at the Community Centre at 7.30 p.m.  
Community Centre: Room hire and 
enquiries: Sue Pead, tel. 557902.
Parents and toddlers group – Tuesdays 
in term time, 10.00 a.m.–12.00 noon at the 

Classes at the Community Centre

Art class – Wed. 6.30 p.m.–8.30 p.m. 
Contact, Hannah Yeadon tel. 454886.
Arts and Crafts – For beginners or expe-
rienced artists. Fri. 1.00. p.m.–3.00 p.m. 
Contact, Fiona Ferguson, NAWOCEC, tel. 
511757.
Ballet – Thurs. 10.45 a.m.–11.45 a.m. Con-
tact Penny Bown, tel. (01869) 351572 
Egyptian Dance – Raqs Sharqi. Wed. 6.30 
p.m.–9.15 p.m. Contact, Katrina Robinson, 
tel. 777462. 
Flamenco Dance – Sat. 4.00 p.m.–6.00 
p.m. Contact, Deborah Fenn, tel. 553234.
Fujian White Crane Kung Fu – Tues. 8.00 
p.m–9.30 p.m. Sun. 7.30 p.m.–9.00 p.m. 

Contact: (07907) 545066
Life Drawing – Sat. 11 a.m.–1 p.m. Con-
tact, Chris Nirrenski, tel. 559004. There are 
also some all-day sessions.
Oxford Internal Arts – Tue. 7.30 p.m.–
9.00 p.m. Contact: 513863.
Oxford Tango Group – Wed. 7.00 p.m.–
9.00 p.m. Contact: Antony, 01869 248459 
or Elizabeth, 766861
Pilates – Sunday mornings and Thurdsay 
lunchtimes. Contact: Ann tel: 556290 or 
ann@sasci.clara.co.uk
Tai Chi – Tues. 12.00 a.m.–1.30 p.m. Mixed 
class. Everyone welcome. Contact Emma 
Westlake, tel. (0771) 0768810.
Wing Chun, Martial Arts – Mon. 6 p.m.– 
9.30 p.m. Contact Ed Yuen, tel. 862518.

Community Centre. Parents or carers meet 
for a coffee and an exchange of ideas, while 
their children play with a wide range of 
toys. Anyone with a pre-school age child 
is welcome. There is no lower age limit. 
Contact Julie Goodall on 427787. 
Youth Club – Ages 13–18 at the Com-
munity Centre, Thurs. 7.00 p.m.–9.00 p.m. 
For  information, call Susanna on 554001.
Albert Street Chapel Sunday School 
– Every Sunday 3.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. for 
ages 3 to 14 years. Tel: 245939.
Contacting Councillors – Jericho and 
Osney Ward Councillors’ surgeries at the 
Community Centre. First Saturday of the 
month, 11.00 a.m. to 12.00 noon. Or call 
City Councillors: Colin Cook, 285770, or 
Susanna Pressel, 554001; County Coun-
cillor: John Power, 247153.
Police –  For crimes in progress, including 
vandalism and graffiti spraying, call 999. 
Please report other crimes, including anti-
social behaviour, to 08458 505505. This is 
also the number for Jericho’s Community 
Beat Officer, Acting Sergeant Karl Ralph, 
whose badge number is 4902.
Area Committee Meetings – The Central-
South-West Area Committee meets monthly 
on the second Tuesday at 5.00 p.m. 
Canalside Mailing List – If you want to be 
notified about the canalside development, 
please e-mail admin@jerichocentre.org.uk
Jericho on the Web 
Community Centre: www.jerichocentre.org.uk
Jericho Echo: www.pstalker.com/echo.
Church and school: http://parishes.oxford.
anglican.org/sbarnabas/index.html

Walton 
Stationers

Post Office
Stationery

Greetings cards
National Lottery

Tobacco
Soft drinks

Lunchtime snacks

Open Monday to Saturday

Jericho Notice Board
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RICHARD DUTTON
57 Great Clarendon Street

01865 552024

Experienced, friendly, qualified 
teacher  who a lso  per forms. 
Associated Board piano and theory 
and the new jazz piano exams. 
Beginners and adults welcome.

Vacancies at all levels.
Reasonable rates.

Piano and
jazz piano
lessons

Capstone 
 Archway
Office supplies

Fax-Photocopiers-Cordless Phones 
Answerphones-Computer Accessories

• Friendly helpful service
• No minimum order
• Very competitive prices

Telephone: Bill Wilson on 558557
Email: brobilwil@aol.com

106 Cardigan Street, Jericho, Oxford OX2 6BW

The Old 
Bookbinders 
 Ale House

Mon.  Jericho Jazz Club 9.00 p.m
Tues.  Quiz Night 9.00 p.m.
Thurs.  Live Music 9.00 p.m.

Food: Mon.-Fri. 12.00 p.m.-2.00 p.m 
and 6.00 p.m.-9.00 p.m. 

Sat. & Sun. all day

Open all day. Tel: 553544
Canal Street, Jericho


