
to enable us to build a new Community 
Centre. Andrew Wilkins of Spring says: 
“I don’t want to adopt a heads-down 
approach. I will be in dialogue with the 
people of Jericho.” Unfortunately, they 
are using the same architects who came 
up with Bellway’s dull, massive and un-
popular design. Wilkins says they will 
give the architects a new brief but that 
“design is a subjective thing. It will not 
be possible to please everyone”.

Apart from the design, the other 
outstanding issue is the boatyard. This 
has become a national cause celèbre, 
emblematic of BW’s indifference to 
their canal heritage. Similar issues have 
cropped up elsewhere, but have come 
to a head in Jericho – thanks to a well 
organized community of residents and 
boaters and the support of international 
figures such as Philip Pullman (see page 
2). Virtually all the national press and 
TV channels have come to Jericho. 

BW have yet to provide an alterna-
tive that satisfies the boaters. One pos-
sibility would be to have some form of 
minor repair operation on the site with 
the ‘heavy metal’ work being done else-
where. This can only be delivered by 

The wall of Jericho
Residents are incensed by 
British Waterways’ prison-
camp construction.

BW. Spring say that they will require 
“assurances and guarantees” from BW 
that the alternatives will be in place. 

Another element has been intro-
duced into the mix with proposals from 
a group led by Peter Strong of St. Ber-
nards Road. He has high ambitions for 
the site. Rather than packing it with 
mediocre housing he envisages a much 
more imaginative solution that builds on 
the Church’s associations with Venice, 
and Jericho’s with John Ruskin – and 
could make the site a new attraction for 
visitors, especially when linked by a ca-
nal promenade to a new basin in Hythe 
Bridge Street. Initial proposals include, 
for example, a canal inlet that would 
link with the Community Centre. 

BW say that they are too late, since 
they missed the closed tendering proc-
ess – to which BW had invited only ‘fa-
voured developers’. But BW could run 
into legal problems if  they sell the site 
to Spring for less than they could have 
got elsewhere. Strong says his propos-
als have attracted widespread support 
and is talking with the City Council 
with a view to seeking outline plan-
ning permission. Who will pay? “The 
main thing”, he says, “is to get the ideas 
across. The funds will come”. 

Meanwhile the new ‘wall of Jericho’ 
has provoked a storm of protest – and 
yet more press and TV coverage. Resi-
dents of St. Barnabas Street, led by Pat 
 Schlueter, organized a meeting in the 
Church on June 22 attended by around 
80 angry residents and boaters. Many ar-
gued that it was time to go back to square 
one and challenge BWs right to develop 
what ultimately is publicly owned land. 

BW are seeking retrospective three-
year planning permission for the fence 
– to be considered at the Area Commit-
tee meeting on July 11 (see back page). A 
fresh planning application for the site it-
self, however, is still many months away.

Jericho residents were shocked when early 
on the morning of May 31st British Wa-
terways (BW) abruptly evicted the people 
running the DIY Castle Mill boatyard. 
A squad of police and bailiffs forced the 
boaters out, while builders erected a strik-
ingly nasty ten-foot-high ‘prison camp’ 
fence armed with razor wire. And all this 
in the midst of fruitful negotiations with 
the boaters who said they would leave 
peacefully when they had written assur-
ances of an alternative boatyard site. 

The eviction was evidently linked to 
an imminent sale of the land. After they 
and Bellway Homes had lost their appeal 
to the Planning Inspectorate, BW again 
offered the site for sale – but this time the 
developer would have to take the risk of 
not getting planning permission. Now 
their ‘preferred developer’ is Spring Resi-
dential – a new subsidiary of Castlemore 
Holdings which until now has specialized 
in shopping malls. Spring appear to be an 
improvement on Bellway. They have, for 
example, now agreed with the Commu-
nity Association that if  the development 
goes ahead they will offer sufficient land 
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BW are accused of betraying the canals
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Radcliffe
Arms
Jericho’s favourite local pub
Open all day, everyday

A wide choice at a great price

- Sky Premiership Plus
- Thursday Quiz Night
- Large no-smoking area
- Children welcome

67 Cranham Street - Tel: 514762
radcliffearms@btinternet.com

Food served until 9 pm
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The Bohemian Republic of JerichoStreet Fair 2006

The 2006 Jericho Street Fair was blessed 
with a glorious day on June 10th and 
hundreds of residents and visitors enjoyed 
a wealth of stalls, food and entertainment 
– including terrific music from Johnny 
Hinkes and friends. 

An innovation was a beer stall from 
Mike Dickson of the Radcliffe Arms and 
Andy Wilson of the White Horse Brewery 
who lives in Nelson Street. Thanks to Anne-
Marie and Debbie for helping – and the 
customer who had his beard shaved off to 
raise £70 for the Community Centre. 

But thanks to everyone who worked so 
hard to make it a great day – above all to 
our tireless organizer Charlotte Christie, for 
months of planning and keeping her cool 
in the face of daunting odds.

In a little book I wrote a few years ago, 
Lyra’s Oxford, I inserted a fake page from 
an imaginary guidebook to an Oxford 
in another world describing part of the 
Jericho in that other universe, and I called 
this part of the city “the coastline Oxford 
shares with Bohemia”. Bohemia, of 
course, is the land where the bohemians 
live, which includes the Paris celebrated in 
Henri Murger’s novel Scènes de la vie de 
Bohème, later the basis of Puccini’s opera; 
and it’s also the place on whose coast 
the ship was wrecked in Shakespeare’s A 
Winter’s Tale. Apparently there is a “real” 
Bohemia somewhere in the vicinity of the 
Czech Republic; but what does that mat-
ter? I believe there is a “real” Jericho too, 
somewhere even further away.

I have never lived in Jericho. But I 
count myself  a citizen, and I bristle with 
indignation when this vivid and inter-
esting part of the city is under siege. I 
lament the loss of every curious corner, 
I deplore the creeping invasion by the 
forces of Greedi-Build plc, I abominate 
the disappearance of old landmarks and 
familiar views. 

Some years ago, the City Council de-
cided to spare Jericho the sort of whole-
sale clearance that had taken place in St. 
Ebbes. The result is that we can still walk 
through the little streets between Walton 
Street and the canal and feel that here is 
a place made to a human measure. 

That’s not to say that we should pre-
serve everything as it always was, and 
never change at all. It was right, for ex-
ample, some years ago, to clear a space 
for St. Barnabas’s School; and the green 
space of the playground and the sound 
of children’s voices are a valuable part 
of what Jericho is now. It’s important to 
build doctors’ surgeries and decent com-
munity centres. There was a time before 
St. Barnabas Church rose in its Roman-
esque splendour; and no-one could say 
that Jericho would be better off  without 
it. Jericho was better when it had Lucy’s 
providing work for local people, with 
those crazy eagles guarding the gate; and 
there was a time before Lucy’s too. 

But as with all places that we cherish 
for their value to us as human beings, we 
have to be ready to defend them against 
those who can understand only the value 
of money. And unfortunately, people like 
that are in the ascendancy now; we live in 
a theocracy whose god is Profit. If  Jesus 

were alive now, it wouldn’t be ritualistic 
Sabbath-observance he’d be criticising, 
but the worship of money: “The market 
was made for man, and not man for the 
market,” I think he’d say. And that re-
mark would make him just as popular as 
the previous one did. 

I used part of Jericho and the canal 
in my trilogy His Dark Materials, be-
cause people who lived and worked on 
the water, and the network of canals 
that spread through the whole kingdom, 
were useful for my story. (I hope that the 
gyptians and their life will be given full 
value in the forthcoming film). 

But I didn’t realise how much the 
present-day life of the canal was under 
threat until recently, when the boatyard 
business came to a head. I’ve always 
enjoyed walking along the canal, and 
looking at the activity – useful, human-
scale, craft-based, untidy, interesting – in 
the boatyard, with the campanile of St. 
Barnabas watching over it, and the calm 
water in front. 

And the other day I was in the Ash-
molean Museum and I saw a lovely paint-
ing by Canaletto showing the Brenta ca-
nal, near Venice. It’s a scene of everyday 
activity: some elegantly dressed ladies 
and gentlemen out for a walk; one man 
fishing, another sitting on a pile of sacks 
of what might be corn or freshly ground 
flour; a lock; sunlight on the water; the 
spire of a church … Anyway, as I looked 
at it I was struck by the odd fact that only 
a few minutes away from the place where 
the picture hung, I could see exactly the 
same sort of thing, in real life. 

And the painted one was catalogued 
and cherished and valued, and rightly 
so, because it’s beautiful. 

And the real one was going to be 
wiped out. All that useful social activity 
had to be done away with, because it was 
not making sufficient profit. 

Well, we’ve gone wrong somehow in 
the way we live. Jericho is a place where 
it ought to be possible to maintain a 
working boatyard, to give a meaning 
and a focus to the life of the canal. If  
it does go, something irreplaceable will 
go with it. It would be a thousand pities 
if  the only way of experiencing the sort 
of ordinary, age-old, decent, priceless 
human activity that the boatyard repre-
sents were to look at it in a painting on 
a museum wall, or to read about it in the 
pages of a novel.
For details on Philip Pullman and his 
books, visit www.philip-pullman.com

Marc Bloch and Pandora Maxwell impress 
as they join in with the Irish dancing.

Philip Pullman on a place 
made to human measure

This year’s AGM of the Jericho Community 
Association (JCA) on May 17 was 
attended by over 60 people. The following 
were elected: Chair, George Taylor, Gt. 
Clarendon St.; Vice-chair, Charlotte 
Christie, Canal St.; Treasurer, Viv Peto, 
Gt. Clarendon St; Secretary, Jennie Mann, 
Victor St. The other committee members 
are: Paul Cullen, Richmond Rd; Paul 
Hornby, Nelson St.; Pandora Maxwell, 
Nelson St.; Tom Richardson, Canal St.; 
Peter Stalker, Cranham St. Everyone in 
Jericho is welcome to the monthly JCA 
meetings on the second Monday at the 
Community Centre at 8.00 p.m. – though 
the July meeting will be on the 17th.

Community Association

Globe redevelopment
Novello Properties have applied for 
planning permission to convert the Globe 
to four two-bedroom houses. At a meeting 
in the Community Centre in April, their 
architect, Ray Foulk, argued that there was 
no need for a pub since there are plenty of 
other options. The only written objections 
so far appear to be on the basis of parking. 
The application will be heard at the Area 
Committee meeting (see back page). 
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Health supercentre rejected

Wendy Gray – Wendy died from cancer 
in May at the age of 68. Wendy was the 
eldest of four children and as a child lived 
in Observatory Street and attended St. 
Barnabas School. She worked at Wool-
worths and Bollins Bakery. In 1958 in St 
Paul’s Church she married Alan Baker. 
They lived in various parts of  Oxford. 
When they parted she came back to 
Jericho, where she lived first in Cardigan 
Street, and then in Grantham House 
where she was the organizer of  many 
activities, including outings and bingo. 
Wendy was a woman of firm opinions 
and lived life to the full. But her sense of 
fun revealed itself  best with the ‘Jericho 
Rejects’ entertainment group of  which 
she was a founder member. She will be 
much missed in Jericho.
Bill Horan – Bill, who lived with his wife 
Phyllis in Hart Street for over 40 years, 
died aged 78 in January from stomach 
cancer. Bill had served in the RAF in 
Palestine and Aden and came from 
Dublin to Jericho in the early 1960s to 
work in the presses at OUP. When the 
press was closed he worked first as a 
part-time porter at the Bodleian Library, 
then at Marks & Spencers. For the past 
ten years, however, and despite the onset 
of Alzheimer’s, he continued to work for 
ten years at Sainsburys where he was very 
popular with the customers, especially 
with the children. Bill will also be much 
missed in Jericho especially in the pubs 
where he was a keen singer and dancer, 
and always the life and soul of the party. 
Our sympathies to Phyllis and their two 
children, Sean and Jane.
Clyde Morgan – Jericho’s ‘gentle giant’ 
died in April from a heart attack, aged 52. 
Clyde was born in Cardigan Street and 
lived there all his life. He went to St. Barn-
abas School and then Cherwell School 
and became an apprentice carpenter at 

the Radcliffe Infirmary. When he was 18, 
however, he suffered a terrible accident 
and it was only due to the love and care 
of his parents, Doreen and Doug, that he 
survived. Clyde became one of Jericho’s 
most familiar and popular figures, with a 
cheerful greeting for everyone whether in 
the street or in the pub. He loved playing 
snooker, Elvis Presley and cowboy films.
Our sympathies to Doreen. Jericho will 
not be the same without Clyde. 
Norman Pollock – Norman, who lived 
in Richmond Road, died aged 85 in Oc-
tober last year after suffering for several 
years from Alzheimer’s. Born in South 
Africa he served with the South African 
forces in Italy and North Africa. Dur-
ing the war he married his wife Joy and 
then came to Oxford to read geography. 
He returned to South Africa to teach at 
the University of Fort Hare in Eastern 
Cape Province, but later was invited by 
his former tutor at St. Edmund Hall to 
return as a lecturer – and remained there 
until he retired. Norman and Joy had 
four children: Adrian, Catherine, Jane 
and Roger. Norman was a talented artist 
and in 1996 produced the illustrations 
for the Jericho Sketchbook, the text for 
which was written by a close friend, the 
late Christine Cowham. We are grateful 
to Joy for permission to include it now as 
part of the Jericho Echo website.
John Roberts – John was born in Marston 
and as a young man he was a very good 
footballer. He went off  to Morocco, and 
worked in London for a time. He lived a 
very colourful life. In 1993, when he was 
living in Canal Street he was married in 
St. Barnabas Church. In later years he 
took to training dogs and although he 
moved to Marston he remained a regular 
visitor to Jericho. Our sympathy to Heidi 
and the children. 

Doors close on Autowork

In Memoriam

The experiment in May with a street market 
at the top of Jericho Street proved a great 
success. Andrew Norton of Loch Fyne 
(above) says they hope to hold a couple 
more over the next month or two, including 
one on Oxford ‘no-car’ day, September 
22, when it might be held on a closed-off 
Walton Street. Andrew says he is hoping 
to form a committee of Walton Street 
traders to run a market regularly. 

Jericho Street Market
The Primary Care Trust (PCT) proposal 
for a large new health facility as part of 
of the redevelopment by the University 
of  the Radcliffe Infirmary site was re-
soundingly rejected in June by the City 
Council’s Strategic Development Control 
Committee, largely on the grounds that 
this could lead to traffic chaos in Walton 
Street. They also pointed out that it had 
not been part of  the city’s Local Plan 
– which had only envisaged a new Jericho 
Health Centre on this site. 

When the PCT sold the land to the 

University it retained an option on a 2.8- 
acre portion but could only excercise this 
if  it obtained planning permission. This 
option has now expired. Now the PCT 
will go back to the University with al-
ternative proposals which at a minimum 
include a new Jericho Health Centre but 
perhaps with a few other functions.

Meanwhile the University is starting 
the consultations on the proposals for 
the whole of the site. Public meetings 
will probably be held in the autumn with 
a planning application next year.

Can you recommend someone 
who has done good, conscientious 
work? Please let us know. The cur-
rent list is: Car Repairs: Aladdin, 
553756. Carpenters: Tony Everett, 

(07778) 907834; Ivan Sheehy, (07717) 
130443. Cleaner: Dom, (07815) 615914. 
Electrician: D.E.C. Oxford, 725453. 
Home maintenance, including electrics 
and carpentry: Emmett Schlueter, 310007. 
Painter and Decorator: Tony Simpson, 
762173. Plumbers: M. Daniels, 557068; 
A1, 327732. TV, Video and Hi-Fi Repairs: 
Oxford Powershop, 375834. Washing ma-
chine repairs: AES Repairs, 766392.

Tried and tested

Our thanks again to Oxford University Press 
for printing this issue of the Jericho Echo

On June 29th as Autowork closed, 
customers came to wish Martin Aldworth 
luck in his new venture as a ventilation 
engineer. With a higher rent, the business 
became unviable. Martin, pictured above 
with wife Paula who works in the post 
office, and his father moved the business 
into a former coal depot in 1970. There is 
a farewell party at the Community Centre 
on July 15 at 7.00 pm. All friends and 
former customers invited – bring a bottle!



Central South and West Area Committee 
Meeting – This will be held at 5.30 p.m on 
July 11th at the West Oxford Community 
Centre, Botley Road. Among other items 
this will discuss planning applications 
for the Globe building and for the fence 
around the boatyard.
Parking charges meeting – There will be a 
meeting at the Community Centre on July 
18 at 7.30 p.m. to discuss the proposed 
charges for residents’ parking.
Boatyard letters – You can make your 
views known to: Robin Evans, CEO Brit-
ish Waterways, Willow Grange, Church 
Road, Watford, Herts. WD17 4QA (robin.
evans@britishwaterways.co.uk). BW 
are funded by DEFRA which is headed 
by the Rt. Hon. David Milliband M.P., 
DEFRA, Nobel House, 17 Smith Square, 
London SW19 3JR. (david.milliband@
defra.gsi.co.uk). Our MP is Evan Harris 
(harrise@parliament.uk).
‘Save our Boatyard’ posters – Available 
from Ali’s store, or portmeadow.org.
Flat exchange – One-bedroom Mayfair 
H/A flat, rent £65 per week, panoramic 
views. Swap for Jericho house/flat. Tel: 
01865 512540.
Women’s Institute – Meets on the second 
Tuesday of each month at 7.30 p.m. at St 
Margaret’s Institute, Polstead Road.
Jericho Playgroup – The Playgroup runs 
from 9.00 a.m.–11.30 a.m. Monday to 
Friday at the Community Centre. A 
parent-run co-operative, it is a small 

Classes at the Community Centre

Antenatal classes – Tues. and Wed. 7.30 
p.m.–9.30 p.m. Contact Virgil Clarke 
(N.C.T.) 727209. 
Egyptian Dance – Raqs Sharqi. Wed. 
6.30 p.m.–8.00 p.m. Contact, Katrina 
Robinson, tel. 777462. 
Fujian White Crane Kung Fu – Tues. 8.00 
p.m.–10.00 p.m. Sun. 6.30 p.m.–9.00 p.m. 
Contact: (07907) 545066
LA Martial Arts – Fri. 6.30 p.m.–8.00p.m. 
Sun. 12.30 p.m.–3.00 p.m. Contact Jenny 
Lauren. (0775) 4289795
Life Drawing – Sat. 11 a.m.–1 p.m. Con-
tact, Chris Nirrenski, tel. 559004. There 
are also some all-day sessions.
Music for Babies – Mon. 9.45 a.m–11.45 
a.m. Noel Rainbird. Contact: 552539.

Oxford Internal Arts – Mon. 6.00 p.m.–
7.30 p.m. Tues. 6.30 p.m.–9.00 p.m. Wed. 
6.30 p.m.–8.30 p.m. Contact: 513863.
Oxford Sport and Martial Arts – Sat. 9.00 
a.m.–10.00 a.m. Contact Amy, 512473.
Oxford Tango Argentino – Thurs. 7.30 
p.m.–9.30 p.m. Contact: Antony Brown, 
(01869) 248459.
Oxford Taiji Gonfu Institute – Mon. 2.00 
p.m.-3.00 p.m.
Pilates – Thurs. 12.15a.m.–1.00 pm.. Con-
tact: Jenny Mould, tel. (0781) 1410573.
Tai Chi – Tues. 12.00 noon.–2.00 p.m. 
Mixed class. Everyone welcome. Contact 
Emma Westlake, tel. (0771) 0768810.
Wing Chun, Martial Arts – Mon. 6 
p.m.– 9.30 p.m. Contact Ed Yuen, tel. 
862518.

(16 children maximum), friendly group 
for 2–5 year-olds with a secure, gentle 
atmosphere. For further details, phone 
Sarah on 515362.
Jericho Over-60s Bingo – Wednesday 
evenings at 6.30 p.m. for tea, bingo, and 
a get-together at Grantham House. Infor-
mation from John Radford, tel. 558883.
Jericho Community Association – Meets 
normally on the second Monday of the 
month at the Community Centre at 8.00 
p.m. In July, however, the meeting will be 
on the 17th.
Community Centre: Room hire and 
 enquiries: Sue Pead, tel. 557902.
Parents and toddlers group – Tuesdays 
in term time, 9.30 a.m.–11.30 a.m at the 
Community Centre. There is no lower age 
limit. Contact Julie Goodall on 427787. 
Albert Street Chapel Sunday School 
– Every Sunday 3.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. for 
ages 3 to 14 years. Tel: 245939.
Contacting Councillors – City Council-
lors: Colin Cook (Labour), 285770. 
Susanna Pressel (Labour), 554001; she 
has a surgery at the Community Centre 
on the first Saturday of the month, 11.00 
a.m. to 12.00 noon. County Councillors: 
Alan Armitage (Lib-Dem), 516115; Su-
shila Dhall (Green), 553415.
Police – For crimes in progress, including 
vandalism and graffiti spraying, call 999. 
For other crimes, including anti-social 
behaviour, and for the community beat 
officer, call 08458 505505. 

Jericho Notice Board
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Ali’s 
Jericho 
Store

Groceries – Off-licence 
Newspaper deliveries

Open 7.30 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
 Seven days a week

Walton 
Stationers

Post Office
Stationery

Greetings cards
National Lottery

Tobacco
Soft drinks

Lunchtime snacks

Open Monday to Saturday

Home 
Maintenance
Over 30 years experience

as a Skilled Craftsman and 
Expert Handyman

All your DIY jobs, including electrical and 
carpentry, undertaken by 

 Jericho resident, Emmett Schlueter  

Tel: 01865 310007 Mob: 07779 985 234 
home.maintenance@ntlworld.com

North Oxford
P R O P E R T Y  S E R V I C E S

Property letting 
& management 
Specialising in Jericho
Established 17 years

47 Walton Street, Oxford OX2 6AD
Tel: 311745    www.oxfordlet.com 


