
for six months while the building was be-
ing refurbished. Then they read in the press 
that the building would be demolished. 
As one tenant said: “We were shocked by 
what we saw in the  Oxford Mail”. 

Grantham House was built in the late 
1960s as part of the redevelopment of Jeri-
cho. Originally it had a live-in warden but 
now residents rely on a telephone connec-
tion to a city-wide system. 

Is the demand for sheltered housing 
likely to increase? People nowadays are 
certainly living longer – around 13 percent 
of Jericho residents are 65 or over. How-
ever, they can also rely on more effective 
public care services that allow them to 
stay in their own homes. 

If the scheme goes ahead, residents 
would be offered flats in the new Lucy’s 
development, on the Jericho side of the 
canal. These, which are part of the ‘afford-
able housing’ allocation, would be owned 
by the Catalyst Housing Association, and 
designed as sheltered housing, with easy 
access, including walk-in showers. Cur-
rent residents would stay together as a 
community, and would receive a substan-
tial relocation grant. Some residents point 
out, however, that this is a less conven-
ient location – further from the shops, the 
pubs, the health centre, and bingo at the 
Community Centre. 

The new development in Cranham 
Street would also have to have at least 50 
percent affordable housing so residents 

Grantham upheaval

could eventually move back to Cranham 
Street. 

But some of the older people are anx-
ious about the disruption. Ivy Gray, for 
example, who is 88 years old and has 
lived there for 22 years says: “We don’t 
want all that upheaval”. Others seem less 
concerned. Frances Wright, 91 years old, 
a resident of 31 years and now house-
bound, says she does not mind: “It’s just 
a room really, you get used to it”.  One of 
the younger residents, Gary Webb, aged 
57, who has lived there for three years 
says they will be campaigning to keep 
Grantham House open. As yet there has 
been no decision by the City Council. But 
even if they decide to go ahead it is clear 
that no-one would need to move until next 
summer at the earliest.

Proposal to demolish 
sheltered housing

Another Jericho landmark could soon 
disappear. The City Council is propos-

ing to close Grantham House, the sheltered 
accommodation at the top of Cranham 
Street. Current residents would be offered 
flats in the new Lucy’s development. 

The main reason for this is financial.  
The Council has to bring the housing it 
owns across the city up to the govern-
ment’s current ‘Decent Homes’ standards, 
and because it does not have sufficient 
funds for this it plans to sell three of its 
fourteen sheltered accommodation blocks 
and invest the proceeds in the remainder.

Grantham House is a tempting candi-
date for disposal. It consists of 21 one- or 
two-bedroom flats and 16 small ‘studio’ 
bedsits. Nowadays people do not usually 
want to live in bedsits and thus have to 
share a bathroom, and currently six of the 
bedsits are vacant. Redesigning the build-
ing  to give larger units would be expen-
sive. Moreover, compared with most of the 
other sites, Grantham House is in a prime 
property location and would raise many 
millions if sold for redevelopment.

The news has created concern among 
residents who had been under the impres-
sion that they would just have to move out 
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Gary Webb and 
Frances Wright  in 
her one-bedroom 
flat. Grantham 
House residents 
form a c lose-
knit community 
that  they fear 
will be broken 
up by any move 
to new sheltered  
housing.

Home
Maintenance

Over 30 years experience
as a Skilled Craftsman and 

Expert Handyman

All your DIY jobs, including electrical and 
carpentry, undertaken by

Jericho resident, Emmett Schlueter

Tel: 01865 310007 Mob: 07779 985234
home.maintenance@ntlworld.com
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December showdown
The planning application for Spring 

Residential’s canalside development 
will be considered at a special meeting of 
the Central South and West Area Commit-
tee, which is chaired by one of the coun-
cillors for Jericho, Colin Cook. This has 
been provisionally scheduled for Wednes-
day December 12 at 6.00 p.m  in the Town 
Hall. You can check nearer the date at 
www.jerichocentre.org.uk.

Spring’s proposal must be one of Ox-
ford’s most unpopular planning applica-
tions. The Council has now received over 
600 letters of objection. This includes one 
from George Ferguson, former president 
of the Royal Institute of British Architects. 
Mr. Ferguson said: “The current applica-
tion is based on the false premise that 
this is just another canalside residential 
scheme. It is a special site with its special 
history and activity as a working boatyard. 
The proposed development and its unin-
spiring public space totally fails to reflect 
this or to incorporate the sort of uses that 
will attract the traditional waterside activ-
ity that this site calls for.”

One of the main sticking points re-
mains the replacement of boatyard facili-
ties. Spring and British Waterways seem to 
have presumed that the owners of several 
sites would be willing to provide such fa-
cilities without actually asking them. 

There has however been one publicly 
declared change in the plans. This con-
cerns the new bridge. Spring now propos-
es a lift bridge. Everyone seems to agree 
that this is an improvement on the awk-

ward and ugly structure it had originally 
planned. But some people have expressed 
concerns about the technical viability, in-
cluding suggestions that Jericho’s more 
daredevil youth might be tempted to use 
it as an adjustable skateboard ramp. There 
are also doubts about the value of placing 
it at the bottom of Great Clarendon Street. 
The best location would clearly be at the 
proposed mini public square – generating 
more traffic through what would otherwise 
be a fairly dead private space.

Meanwhile, protesters have been busy 
keeping the issue well and truly in the 
public eye. On September 10, following 
an  imaginative suggestion from Emmett 
Schlueter, there was a demonstration to 
‘Keep property sharks out of Jericho’, with 
lots of inflatable sharks, and Adrian Arbib 
in a full-sized shark costume.

Author Philip Pullman too has been 
helping keep up the pressure. On Septem-
ber 29, he renamed the boat belonging to 
campaigner Esther Pozzani, as ‘Lyra’s 
Defiance’ after the main character in his 
novel, His Dark Materials.

In Memoriam
Joan Cook – Joan, who lived in Cardi-
gan Street, died in October at the age of 
87. She was born in Fenny Stratford in 
Buckinghamshire but lived most of her 
life in Oxford. Joan loved the theatre and 
spent her working life as housekeeper at 
the New Theatre. Indeed there was always 
something of the glamour of the stage 
about her – from the days in which she 
was a dresser for Danny la Rue.  Joan  was 
a very popular  person in Jericho, and one 
of her activities was playing the piano at 
St. Barnabas School. For many years Joan 
had the quiet support of her husband Bob. 
Her life began to change, however, after he 
died and she retired. But she enjoyed life 
and was always full of fun and optimistic, 
even in later years after a series of strokes, 
a broken leg, and more recently being 
mugged in Great Clarendon Street – when 
a group of Jericho young people came to 

her aid. We will remember Joan as a good 
and generous person.
Christiane Sourvinou-Inwood – Chris-
tiane, who lived in Jericho Street, died 
of cancer in May aged 62. She had lived 
half her life in Jericho, moving here with 
her husband Mike Inwood, a philosophy 
don,  over 30 years ago. Her origins were 
in  Corfu but like many other students she 
came to England after Greece fell under 
military dictatorship in 1967. She was an 
internationally distinguished expert on ar-
cheology, history, religion and the theatre 
of ancient Greece, and held posts at Liver-
pool, Oxford and Reading Universities – a 
popular teacher and a very hard worker. 
Christiane was just beginning a second 
career as a writer of detective stories un-
der the name of ‘Christina Elfwood’. Her 
first book, Murder Most Classical (Van-
guard Press), whose sleuth is an ancient 
Greek priestess, came out in English just 
a month after she died. Our sympathies to 
Mike.

Street Fair 2007
This year’s Jericho Street Fair in June was 
another huge success. Thanks in particular 
to Charlotte Christie who organized it, and 
to John Hinkes who assembled some great 
musicians, but also to everyone who helped 
make it such an entertaining occasion. 

Ad hoc vocal ensemble takes the stage

A meeting place for residents of all ages

The build-up was fantastic. Over months 
we had wondered who had bought 
no. 31 Nelson Street, then there were 
rumours that it was Worcester College, no 
surprise there, and then we heard it was 
to be blown up. Indignant outrage, a nice 
cottage, lovely family home, how dare 
they, and so on, and then it transpired it 
was to be blown up, yes, but for TV, and 
for Morse 2, a.k.a. Lewis. 

I have never seen British workmen 
work so hard for such long hours as the 
film crew did to prepare for the explosion. 
There were teams of suits, trendy chaps 
in jeans and hats, workmen, people with 
clipboards and bluetooth headphones, 
and then, finally the crew with lights, 
camera and action. 

It all went off with a bang of course, 
sugar glass still glints in the gutters, the 
men swept up, cleaned up and repainted 
the house (but not the neighbouring one 
strangely) and then six days later, a family 
arrived from Canada, delightful people 
slightly bemused to discover, because no-
one had told them, that their house had 
been spewing flames and smoke at the 
beginning of the week, and they hadn’t 
even heard of Morse!
Pandora Maxwell, Nelson Street

Big bang in Nelson St.

Shark attack along the towpath

Photo: Adrian Arbib

Please come along to ‘Carols in Jericho’
Thursday December 20, 7.30 – 8.30 
p.m. around the streets from Walton 
Crescent to Cranham Street, followed by 
mulled wine at the Community Centre
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Can you recommend someone 
who has done good, conscien-
tious work? Please let us know. 
The current list is: Cycle rick-
shaw: Oxoncarts 07747 024600. 
Car repairs: Autoworks (now in 

Cassington), 880381. Carpenters: Tony 
Everett, (07778) 907834; Ivan Sheehy, 
(07717) 130443. Cleaner: Dom, (07815) 
615914; Home maintenance, including 
electrics and carpentry: Emmet  Schlueter, 
310007. Painter and Decorator: Jamie 
Hornblow, 0779 515 0146; Tony Simpson, 
762173.  Plumbers: M. Daniels, 557068; 
A1, 327732. TV, Video and Hi-Fi Repairs: 
Oxford Powershop, 375834.

Tried and tested

New vicar at St. Barnabas
The new Vicar of St Barnabas is Father 

Jonathan Beswick who will be taking 
up his duties in January. Father Jonathan 
grew up in Somerset and on leaving school 
he joined a monastic community for five 
years. He also worked as a residential so-
cial worker with adults with learning dis-
abilities. Jonathan then read Theology at 
Jesus College, Cambridge and trained at 
Westcott House for ordination. He served 
curacies in the Black Country and Lon-
don, and also worked as a hospice chap-
lain. Since 2002, Father Jonathan has been 
Rector of the two villages of Catsfield and 
Crowhurst near Battle in East Sussex.

His wife Ann grew up in North London 
and read music at Selwyn College, Cam-
bridge. She now teaches music part-time 
at Great Ormond Street Hospital though 
in recent years have been largely occupied 
with their two sons, Christopher (7) and 

Edward (4) and all that goes with them!
Father Jonathan says: “We are looking 

forward to moving to Jericho and to mak-
ing a home at St Barnabas and getting to 
know the parish and people. It is an excit-
ing adventure for us as a family and we 
look forward very much to meeting you in 
the near future.”

Soon to arrive: Christopher, Father 
Jonathan, Ann and Edward Beswick

As a recent arrival in Jericho (2005), I 
stand to be corrected on almost eve-

rything I say, but it seems to me that in 
this area even in this short time, amenities 
are disappearing which we can ill afford 
to lose. No-one seems to be listening to 
the residents. The boatyard, pubs, garage, 
refuse collections – all are examples from 
the last 12 months the loss of which di-
minishes Jericho as a whole.

This may be because the residents 
don’t shout loud enough, but it also seems 
to be that any chance to change a building 
from commercial or light industrial use to 
residential, must be grabbed at all costs, 
and hang the community.

The most recent amenity to be lost has 
been Autoworks on Wellington Street, 
run by Martin and providing a really use-
ful service to the neighbourhood both as 
a mechanic and fund of local knowledge.  
I had thought there was an obligation on 

Time to shout even louder
the landlord to find a similar tenant to re-
tain jobs and services and keep the area vi-
brant, but no attempt was made and it ap-
pears that meetings regarding the change 
of use were being held long before the 
property was sold. The notification of the 
planning application was also handled in a 
careless way. Few local people knew what  
was happening and the notice was attached 
to the wrong property altogether.  

Fortunately, the officers have now seen 
sense and are recommending refusal of the 
application. The reasons are: the scale and 
appearance of the proposed building and 
its impact on the character of the area; the 
lack of amenity space for the residential 
units; and the adverse impact on the ad-
joining house at No 30 Wellington Street 
Pandora Maxwell, Nelson Street

During the summer a thief stole from St 
Barnabas one of the churchwardens’ 
staves – a long wooden staff topped by 
a handsome brass orb and cross. Before 
long, however, the brass orb was handed 
in at the vicarage. Did the thief have an 
attack of conscience, or perhaps he thought 
it was gold and lost interest when he found 
out it wasn’t. Or did a disapproving 
relation or friend sneak it away from him 
or persuade him to return it? Whatever the 
reason, the church is glad to have it back. 
The wooden staff also reappeared, in this 
case in the churchyard -- broken at the top 
but fortunately repairable.

In the late summer there was also 
vandalism in the churchyard. Vandals 
took things from two burial places. One 
was that of the mother of our former vicar, 
Father Michael. She had celebrated her 
hundredth birthday in 2001. The other was 
that of an ex-serviceman who had fought 
in World War II.
Helen Brock, Richmond Road

Vandalism at the church

The Grantham House site also hit 
the headlines the last time it was 

redeveloped.  Until 1961 the houses 
on both sides of the top of Cranham 
Street were owned by St John’s Col-
lege which sold them for £47,000. 
Then these, along with those at the top 
of Jericho Street, were bought by Ash-
dale Properties. 13 families were re-
housed, with one given notice to quit.  

Following a long planning delay 
the site became notoriously derelict, 

A magnet for Jericho’s children, layabouts and rats

Have you tried the tasty breakfasts and 
lunches cooked by Tracey Heppell at 
the Community Centre café? Saturdays, 
11.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m.  

Community café

Do you remember the forge on the wharf by 
St. Barnabas Church when it was known 
as Corporation Yard? It seems that street 
signs were made here, but can anyone 
add any memories, however fleeting, to 
this? If so, local historian Mark Davies 
would like to hear from you: 798254 or  
mark.oxford1@btinternet.com.

Forge on the wharf

Thanks to this issue’s contributors, Helen 
and Pandora. Do you want to write in the 
Echo? All articles related to Jericho are 
welcome. Contact details on page 4.

Write for the Echo

Our thanks again to Oxford University Press 
for printing this issue of the Jericho Echo

making Cranham Street according to 
the local press a ‘blot on the city’ – 
wrecked by local children, and a refuge 
for rats and for ‘layabouts sleeping off 
the drink’ who were repeatedly evicted 
by the police. Ashdale said they were 
‘extremely shocked by the  total lack of 
responsibility of people in the immediate 
neighbourhood’. Even after the houses 
were demolished in 1965 the site was 
empty for years until Grantham House 
was built.



Spring canalside planning application – 
Town Hall, Dec, 12. See p. 2
Carols in Jericho – Dec. 20. See p. 2.
OUP Choir Concert – Brahms Requiem 
plus Lieder  Sat. Nov. 17. 7.30 p.m. St. 
Michael and All Angels’ Church, Summer-
town. £10, or £8 concessions.
Office to let – Jericho Community Centre, 
Contact: Sue Pead, tel. 557902.
Community Café –  Sat. from 11.00 a.m. 
to 1.00 p.m. at the Community Centre
Bingo – Fri. 2.00 p.m. at the Community 
Centre. Everyone welcome.
Experience with Sage? – If you have used 
Sage accounts software and could spare a 
few hours to help the Community Associa-
tion, please call Sue Pead, tel. 557902.
Dig in – New plots now available at Cri-
pley  Meadow allotments. For information 
please call Sheila on 558130.
Jericho Playgroup – The Playgroup for 
2–5 year-olds. 9.00 a.m.–11.30 a.m. Mon. 
Tues. Thurs. Fri. at the Community Centre. 
Contact: Louise on 07767 274650.
Japanese lessons – From Kayoko Mo-
chizuki, a Jericho resident. Tel: 439856.
Women’s Institute – Meets on the second 
Tuesday of each month at 7.30 p.m. at St 
Margaret’s Institute, Polstead Road.
Jericho Community Association – Meets 
on the second Monday of the month at 
the Community Centre at 8.00 p.m.  All 
 Jericho residents are welcome.
Babies and Toddlers Group – Thurs. 9.00 
a.m.–11.00 a.m. at the Community Centre. 
Anyone with a pre-school child is welcome. 

Classes at the Community Centre

Antenatal classes – Mon., Tues. and 
Wed. 7.30 p.m. to 9.30 p.m. Contact  Virgil 
Clarke (N.C.T.) 729209.
Ballet for beginners –  Thurs. 4.00–5.00 p.m. 
Contact: Lisa Moala,  tel. 01869 351666.
Egyptian Dance – Raqs Sharqi. Wed. 6.30 
p.m.–8.00 p.m. Contact Katrina Robinson, tel. 
777462. 
Fujian White Crane Kung Fu – Tues. 
8.00 p.m.–10.00 p.m. Sun. 6.30 p.m.–9.30 
p.m. Contact: (07907) 545066.
Life Drawing – Sat. 11 a.m.–2 p.m. Con-
tact Chris Nirrenski, tel. 559004. There are 
also some all-day sessions.
Tai Chi, Qigong, Taoist Breathing & Medita-
tion – Mon. 6.00 p.m.–7.30 p.m. Tues. and Wed. 

6.00 p.m.–9.00 p.m. Contact: 07986 621112.  
Website: www.oxinar.com.
Music for Babies –  Mon. 10.30 a.m.–11.45 
a.m. Noel Rainbird. Contact: 552539. 
Oxford Sport and Martial Arts – Sat. 
9.00 a.m.–10.00 a.m. Contact: 512473.
Oxford Tango Argentino – Thurs. 7.30– 9.30 
p.m.  Contact: Antony Brown, (01869) 248459.
Pilates – Thurs. 12.15 p.m.–1.00 p.m. 
Contact: Paula, tel. 07966 306633.
Pilates – Thurs. 7.30 p.m–8.30 p.m. Con-
tact: Tiago Mendez, tel. 07760 444416
Tai Chi – Tues. 10.30 a.m.–12.30 p.m. 
Mixed class. Everyone welcome. Contact 
Emma Westlake, tel. 0771 0768810.
Wing Chun, Martial Arts – Mon. 6.30 p.m.– 
9.30 p.m. Contact Ed Yuen, tel. 862518.

There is no lower age limit. Contact Trudy 
Foulk on 760048, or email: 
trudefoul@yahoo.co.uk
Childminder Drop-in. First Wednesday of 
the month at the Community Centre. Free. 
Contact:  Rosemary on 07748 355086.
Autoworks – Martin Aldworth, who used 
to operate as  Autoworks in Wellington 
Street, is now in Cassington. Tel: 880381.
Guitar lessons in Jericho – Most styles. 
www.maxmoonlight.co.uk
Albert Street Chapel Sunday School – 
Every Sunday 3.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. for 
ages 3 to 14 years. Tel: 245939.
Contacting Councillors – City Coun-
cillors: Colin Cook (Labour) 721844.  
Susanna Pressel (Labour), 554001; she has 
a surgery at the Community Centre on the 
first Saturday of the month, 11.00 a.m. to 
12.00 noon.  County Councillors: Alan Ar-
mitage (Lib-Dem), 516115; Sushila Dhall 
(Green), 553415.
Police –  For crimes in progress, including 
vandalism and graffiti spraying, call 999.  
For other crimes and the  community beat 
officer, call 08458 505505. 
Central South and West Area Committee 
– Next meetings. Tues. 13th Nov., St Mat-
thew’s Parish Centre, Marlborough Road. 
Tues. 11th Dec. Town Hall. Both 5.30 p.m.
Jericho Online
Jericho Echo: jerichoecho.org.uk 
Community Centre: jerichocentre.org.uk
Church: sbarnabas.org.uk
School: st-barnabas.oxon.sch.uk
Community Boatyard: jcby.co.uk

Walton 
Stationers

Post Office
Stationery

Greetings cards
National Lottery

Tobacco
Soft drinks

Lunchtime snacks

Open Monday to Saturday
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North Oxford
P R O P E R T Y  S E R V I C E S

Property letting
& management

Established 17 years

Specialising in Jericho

47 Walton Street, Oxford OX2 6AD
Tel: 311745     www.oxfordlet.com

Ali’s 
Jericho 
Store

Groceries – Off-licence 
Newspaper deliveries

Open 7.30 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
 Seven days a week

The Old 
Bookbinders 
 Ale House

Tues.  9.00 p.m. Charity Quiz
Sun.  8.00 p.m. Open mic. night

Food: Mon.-Sat. 12.00 p.m.-2.00 p.m. 
and 6.00 p.m.-9.00 p.m. 
Traditional Sunday Roast

12 p.m-5.00 p.m.

Tel: 553544
Canal Street, Jericho


