
City Planners have detailed how they 
want to see the derelict canalside land 

behind St Barnabas Church developed. On 
September 11, the City Executive Board 
approved a draft Jericho Canalside Strate-
gic Planning Document (SPD). 

The SPD establishes how the key el-
ements of the site should fit together. In 
addition to housing, these include a new 
community centre, a boatyard, a public 
square and a new bridge.

This site has had a tortuous history 
since 1992 when the Orchard Cruisers 
boatyard ceased operations. British Water-
ways (BW), which owned it, rejected a bid 
from the Jericho Community Association 
(JCA) and instead sold the land subject to 
planning permission to Bellway Homes. 
In 2005, thanks to community opposition, 
Bellway was refused planning permission 
and the site reverted to BW. The planning 
inspector also ruled that any developer had 
to offer land for a new community centre. 

Meanwhile, Alchemy Boats, which 
had been renting the site for boat repairs, 
moved out and was replaced by an infor-
mal group of boaters. In 2006, BW for-
cibly evicted them, provoking a storm 
of protest. BW then sold the site, uncon-
ditionally, to another developer, Spring 
Residential. Spring signed a contract with 
the JCA for land for the community centre. 
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Council vision for derelict site

Jericho’s best breakfast

Full English brunch, or coffee 
and home-made cakes.

Jericho Community Centre Café. 
Every Saturday 11.00 a.m.  to 1 p.m.

Following more noisy protests against its 
dreadful housing design, Spring too was 
refused planning permission. But before it 
could try again it went into administration 
– owing money to HSBC.

In 2010, the JCA got outline planning 
permission for a community centre on the 
site, regardless of who developed it. This 
would combine the land contracted with 
Spring, and subsequently the administra-
tors, and the adjacent Dawson Place site 
which the City has offered to contribute. 

Meanwhile, enthusiasm had been kin-
dled for another community bid. This time 
it would come from the Jericho Wharf 
Trust (JWT), which bring together the 
JCA, the Jericho Community Boatyard, 

the Jericho Living Heritage Trust and the 
St Barnabas Parochial Church Council.

The JWT is negotiating with the 
 administrators to buy the whole site. But 
other developers may also be doing so. 
 Unfortunately, there is a danger that while 
the JWT has a close understanding of the 
arduous planning requirements for this 
site – which reduce its commercial value – 
other developers, if not so well informed, 
could be tempted to pay too much. Too bad 
you might think. But developers have a 
habit of overpaying and then pleading that 
the site is ‘unviable’ and that some of the 
planning requirements should be lifted. 

The idea behind the Strategic Planning 
Document is to make it clear what is re-
quired on the site and summarize all the 
information in one place. 

One of the most critical issues is the 
size of the community centre. It will have 
to accommodate, for example, a multi-use 
community hall, a café and a playgroup 
with an external play area. However, it 
also needs to be large enough to include 
small rooms to let out to other local 
 organizations to provide rental income that 
will subsidize community activities. This 
business model is similar to that of the cur-
rent centre, which is self-funding. In short, 
the centre must be ‘sustainably sized’. The 
Council does not have the funds to subsi-
dize running a community centre here. 

However, it is by no means clear that 
the draft SPD, as indicated in the plan 
above, has allowed sufficient space to 
 enable any centre to be sustainably sized.

The draft SPD is now out for public 
consultation until October 25. You can 
see the plan and further details at Jericho 
Online. If you believe it is vital to have a 
sustainable community centre, as envis-
aged by the JCA, please take the time to 
make your views known. You can do so 
on the City Council website, or by sending 
an email to: planningpolicy@oxford.gov.
uk. Or write to the planning department at 
109-113 St Aldate’s, Oxford OX1 1DS.
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Canalside blueprint

Community centre is marked with a star
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Fun of the Fair

John Hinkes and his Honolulu Cowboys

New history project.

The Jericho Living Heritage Trust 
(JLHT) has embarked on a Heritage 

Lottery-funded project that will create an 
‘Oxford Canal Heritage Trail’. In future, 
people enjoying the quiet waterway from 
Wolvercote to Oxford City, will be able to 
access much more information about the 
history and natural environment of the ca-
nal.  The trail should open in May 2014.

JLHT hope to involve as many Jeri-
cho people as possible. Volunteers will be 

trained so they can inter-
view people about their ex-
perience of living near, or 
working on the canal, from 
the 1940s to the present 
day.  These histories will 
be deposited in the Oxford-

shire Local History Centre.
The project will also work with school-

children – as well as with local authors who 
will write and produce audio trails and ra-
dio plays. In addition, there will be leaflets, 
maps and a website, and the project will 
improve the street signs to the canal and 
put up better signs on the canal itself.

If you are interested you are welcome 
to a meeting on Monday October 7 at the 
Jericho Community Centre at 7.30 p.m.  
Mark Davies, a local historian, will talk 
about the history of the canal. Refresh-
ments provided. For further details, please 
contact Maria Parsons 07801 509993 or 
mariastparsons@gmail.com.

Heritage trail A good place to live
In December 2012, the Jericho 

 Community Association carried out a 
survey of residents. Volunteers braved the 
nasty weather to distribute questionnaires. 
In all there were 126 responses. In addi-
tion there was a local business survey. 

Most residents rated Jericho highly as 
a place to live and said that the most attrac-
tive thing about living here is the physical 
environment. They also appreciated the 
strong sense of community. People also 
liked the feelings of safety and security, as 
well as the general peace and quiet in an 
area convenient for the city centre.

Respondents covered most age groups. 
Around a third were retired and a third in 
full-time employment. More than half 
were over 56 and nearly 10% had a dis-
ability. More than half the respondents 
were owner occupiers. The majority had 
moved into their current homes within the 
last 12 years.

Port Meadow is by far the most popu-
lar place in the area, followed by the ca-
nal and towpath generally. People also 
value the local architecture and worried 
when this was threatened. The improve-
ment they would most like to see is the 
canalside development. 

There were, however, concerns about 
traffic and transport. A majority of re-
spondents owned cars. Problems included 
the volume of traffic, the lack of off-street 
parking and parking in general. Nearly 
half of respondents thought that the con-
trolled parking area works well. But while 
some requested freer parking, others 
wanted more restrictions.

 A quarter of respondents reported dif-
ficulties with pavements and walking, and 

Views of Jericho residents one in five had difficulties with cycling. A 
common issue was pavement obstruction 
– by bins, parked cars, restaurant tables 
and uncut hedges. Some people were con-
cerned about cycling on pavements.

 Respondents were asked for their 
views about any other facilities they would 
like to see on the  canalside redevelop-
ment site, in addition to those already en-
visioned for the new community centre. 
Around half of respondents chose a music 
or arts facility and other wanted a gym, a 
history house, or a bike workshop.

 All respondents use local shops, often 
every day. Several respondents felt there 
were too many estate agents. 

The play facilities at St Barnabas 
School were appreciated by respondents 
who had children or grandchildren. Nearly 
half of respondents were in favour of des-
ignated play streets. 

People generally feel safe in Jericho, 
both during the day and at night. The few 
problems noted were noise, drunkenness 
and rowdiness. Residents felt that police 
visibility was very low or non-existent, 
though that may reflect the fact that this is 
a relatively low-crime area.

Twenty seven businesses completed the 
Jericho business survey – most of which 
were pubs, restaurants and cafés. The ma-
jority were leaseholders. Almost all were 
positive about operating in Jericho. They 
appreciated an affluent and vibrant area – 
and its diversity and community spirit.

These surveys were the first step in a 
community planning process – which will 
be discussed at further community meet-
ings. The detailed reports are available 
from the documents page of the JCA sec-
tion at Jericho Online.

Port Meadow could get a giant trellis
The University student housing block 

which has blighted the view of the 
‘dreaming spires’ from Port Meadow has 
missed out on a major architectural award. 
On August 29 it came a close runner-up, 
out of hundreds of nominations, for the 
Carbuncle Cup, a national competition for 
the ugliest new building in the UK.

The University is struggling to con-
ceal its creation. It is talking about plant-
ing more trees, though these would take 
15 years to grow eight metres, when the 
buildings are 18 metres tall. This is assum-
ing they survive: previous tree plantations 
were eaten by the horses. Another option is 
to grow plants up a giant trellis. 

The Council for the Protection of Ru-
ral England is seeking a judicial review of 
the decision to proceed with the building 
without having carried out an environmen-
tal impact assessment. The next stage is a 
hearing in the High Court on  October 23.

Meanwhile the City Council’s efforts 
to come to a conclusion on whether or not 
permission was given correctly has been 
slowed by the need for more legal opinions.

The University is pressing on regard-
less and moving students into the building. 
The City Council says the University will 
be doing so at its own risk. 

More information from: 
www.justgiving.com/portmeadow/ 

Jericho’s 2013 Street Fair on June 8 
enjoyed good weather and brought a 
huge crowd to Canal Street. Thanks to 
Susan Brown and all the volunteers who 
helped make it such a great success.  

Momentum dance group step out in style



John Dunn – John  died suddenly from an 
aneurism aged 79 years on June 1. Born 
in the Radcliffe Infirmary, he was one of 
eight children, the eldest son, and because 

the family home in 
Union St. (now Hart 
St.) was too small, 
he and one brother 
initially lived in Lit-
tleworth near Far-
ingdon with their 
grandparents. When 

he passed the 11-plus, however, and went 
to  Oxford High School in New Inn Hall 
Street, he returned to Jericho. When John 
finished school he worked for Sibley, an 
electrical company in Leckford Road as 
an apprentice electrician. After national 
service in the RAF, he worked as an elec-
trician at AERE Harwell and was training 
apprentices until he retired in 1990. He 
was still living in Hart Street  and looked 
after his parents until their deaths. John  
had an allotment at Cripley Meadow and 
from his time in  the RAF he had become 
a keen marksman and was a member of 
the Buckland Rifle Club.As a legacy of his 
Faringdon days, he was also a keen Swin-
don Town supporter. John  was very ac-
tive at St Barnabas Church, always sitting 
in the same seat at the back and arrang-
ing the collection.  He also did a lot of the 
church’s decorating and electrical work. 
John was very popular with his neigh-
bours, especially the women, because he 
used to help out as a handyman. After a 
service in St. Barnabas Church,  he was 
buried in a family plot at Littleworth. 

farms,  and on construction sites, and drove 
trucks. He joined the army in 1957, where 
he served with the Life Guards in Wind-
sor, in Herford in Germany, and with the 
UN troops in Cyprus until 1966. He then 
lived in Germany 
for seven years 
with his first wife 
and their son Des-
mond, working in 
a chemical factory 
and then as a telex 
operator with a 
British military unit. After they divorced,  
John returned to England and came to Ox-
ford where his brother lived. He worked 
for 22 years as a hallman at Merton Col-
lege. In 1975, John met his  second wife,  
Jean, while volunteering at the St John’s 
Ambulance. When he retired in 1997, they 
moved to a flat in Great Clarendon Street. 
They soon became key members of the  
community, especially the over-60s Club. 
He cared for Jean until her death and in 
2012  was elected as a committee member 
of the Jericho Community Association. He 
was also a member of the Royal British Le-
gion, the Life Guards Association, and the 
Grenadier Guards Association. For several 
years he was a standard-bearer for the Bur-
ma Star Association. Earlier this year,  he 
moved to Marston Court care home. John 
was well known for  his robust good sense, 
his endless supply of stories, his booming 
laughter and  his positive outlook on life.
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Obituaries

Alive and Kicking

Mona Janes – Mona died peacefully at the 
Triangle Nursing Home from heart failure 
on July 17, aged 92. She was born Mona 
Williams in Stiperstones in Shropshire and 
moved to Oxford during the war to work 
in domestic service at St Hugh’s College. 
Here she met her husband Donald, who 
was originally in the RAF and then worked 
at Pressed Steel. They married in 1950 and 
bought their house in Cranham Street with 
a £200 mortgage from the Co-op. Mona 
was to live there for the rest of her life. 
Here they had two children, David and 
Denise, who went to St Barnabas School. 
Mona eventually had six grandchildren. 

She was divorced in 
the late 1970s. After 
that  she worked as 
a cleaner and also at 
the UBM builders 
merchants in Aristo-
tle Lane.  Mona was 
a regulare attender 

of the over-60s club and the Saturday 
morning cafe. She always had something 
pretty for passers-by to look at, in her win-
dow: if flowers were not in season it would 
be a piece of china. As a bus user, she got 
irritated when they changed the timetable. 
Instead she would use her bike and was a 
keen cyclist until her late-eighties. Eventu-
ally, the family had to confiscate the bike 
for her own safety, and that of other road 
users! Mona was interred at Stiperstones 
Methodist chapel next to her brother. 
John Radford – John died on July 29 at 
the JR aged 81. He was born in  Tamworth 
in 1932. After college, he worked on 

Visit Jericho Online
We now have a  comprehensive new  

community website, Jericho Online, 
which incorporates the former sites of the 

Alive and Kicking in Jericho is a new 
club for the over-50’s. It will organize 
gentle exercise classes in the autumn 
at the community centre to revive those 
creaky limbs. There will also be a special 
beginners computer classes for the over-
50’s  at St Barnabas School. 

The autumn programme also includes 
outings to the theatre and cinema, along 
with craft workshops, games, knitting, 
plant exchange and lots of social activities. 
Contact:  Anne Mobbs Oxford 553755. 
email: am67@hotmail.co.uk.

Our thanks again to Oxford University Press 
for printing this issue of the Jericho Echo

Jericho Echo and the Jericho  Community 
Centre. 

Jericho Online offers immediate notifi-
cation of local news, events and meetings. 
It has an extensive history section, alon g 
with previous issues of the Jericho Echo 
and obituaries dating back to 1995. Visit 
Jericho Online for a wealth of information  
about this unique area of Oxford, 

The  website is updated regularly and 
replaces many of the functions of the 
 Jericho Echo. In future, the printed Echo 
will appear only occasionally.

We appreciate that some residents 
do not have internet access, so printouts 
of some of the main articles will also be 
available in a folder in the Community 
Centre Cafe. 

For Jericho Online, browse to:
www.jerichocentre.org.uk



JCC = Jericho Community Centre
Jericho Community Association – The 
JCA meets on the second Monday of the 
month at the JCC at 8.00 p.m. Everyone 
in Jericho is a member and is welcome to 
attend the meetings.
Community Café – Every Sat. 11.00 a.m. 
to 1.00 p.m. at the JCC.
Canal Heritage Project – Monday Octo-
ber 7 at 7.30 pm at the JCC.
Oxford Baptist Chapel – Albert Street. 
Sunday morning worship, 11 a.m. Sunday 
School, 3 p.m. Sunday evening Gospel ser-
vice, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday evening prayer 
meeting and Bible Study, 7 p.m.
Friends of St Sepulchres Cemetery – 
Our next clean-ups will be 10.00 a.m. to 12 
noon on 1st and 23rd of October. Contact: 
Genefer Clarke on 516414. 
One Life Youth Rally – An exciting club 
for ages 12-18+. Fri: 8:00 - 9:30 pm at the 
JCC. Interactive Bible study, games and 
food. Contact: dtmorlan@hotmail.com 
Women’s Institute – Meets on the second 

Classes at the Community Centre

Adult ballet – Tues,. 4.30-6.00, 6.00-9.00 p.m. 
Wed. 12.00-2.00 p.m, Thurs. 5.00-7.00 p.m. 
Fri. 6.30-8.30 p.m. Sat. 2.00-6.00 p.m. Contact: 
Yuka, 01869 239430 kodamaballet.co.uk.
Adult ballet – Wed. 8.00–9.30 p.m. Contact: 
Marianna, tel. 07747481798, mariannavel@
hotmail.co.uk.
Antenatal classes – Mon. Tues. Wed. and 
Thurs. 7.30-9.30 p.m. Contact Virgil Clarke 
(N.C.T.) 512965.
Beginners’s yoga with music -- Sun 6:00 - 
7:00 pm. Contact Stella: 0740 212 6826
Bellydancing – Fri. 5.30-6.30 p.m. Beginners/
intermediate. Contact Asenath 07816342118. 
asenathbellydance@gmail.com.
Children’s ballet – RAD classes for children 
from 3 years upwards. Mon. 3.30 p.m.–7.20 
p.m. Contact: Vicky Hill, tel. 01993 709226 
or info@victoriahillschoolofballet.co.uk.
Children’s drama – Perform Drama Work-
shops. Sat. 2.00-4.00 p.m. Contact Sophie 
07896557644.  sophielapps@perform.org.uk.
Drishti Dance – Fri. 6.00-8.00 p.m. Contact: 
Anuradha: 07765190197. drishtidance.com.
English –  Free classses at JCC. Fri. 1:00 pm - 
2:30 pm. Contact: Angela 07411674737.
Egyptian Dance – Raqs Sharqi. Wed. 5.30 
p.m.–8.00 p.m. Contact Katrina 777462.

Integrated yoga – Mon. 9.30–10.30 a.m. 
Contact: Kate 07931792654.
Little Lions - Thai boxing for kids. Sat: 9:30 
- 10:30 am. Contact: William: 07594 371512
Oxford Tango Argentino – Thurs. 7.30– 9.30 
p.m.   Contact: Antony Brown, 240633.
Pilates – Thurs. 12.30–1.30 p.m. Contact: Ivana: 
ispilates@yahoo.co.uk or 0781 8062351. 
Pilates – Mon 1.00–2.00 p.m. Contact: An-
drea, 0790 8652807, ajfitness@ymail.com.
Pole Fitness – Sun: 1:30 - 3:30 pm. Contact 
Steph: 0790 555 0970
Tai Chi – Tues. 10.30 a.m.–12.00 p.m. Mixed 
class. Contact Emma, tel. 0771 0768810.
Thai boxing – For 14-17yrs + adults. Sat: 
8:15-9:15 a.m. Contact: Will: 07594 371512
Wing Chun, Martial Arts – Mon. 6.30 p.m.– 
9.30 p.m. Contact Ed Yuen, tel. 862518.
Yoga – Tues. 12.15-1.15 p.m. Contact Jenny 
01865 318134 07798526252.

Tuesday of each month at 8.00 p.m. at St 
Margaret’s Institute, Polstead Road.
Babies and Toddlers Group – Thurs. 9.00–
11.00 a.m. at the JCC. Parents and carers wel-
come with 0-5 year olds.  Contact Michelle 
(michiem78@sky.com).
St Barnabas Sunday School – At the JCC, 
Sun. 10.00 a.m.–12.00 noon.
Guitar lessons in Jericho – Most styles. 
www.maxmoonlight.yolasite.com.
Contacting councillors – City council-
lor: Colin Cook (Labour) 721844. City and 
County councillor Susanna Pressel (La-
bour), 554001; she has a surgery at the JCC, 
first Saturday of the month, 11.00 a.m. to 
12.00 noon.  
Police –  For crimes in progress, includ-
ing vandalism and graffiti spraying, call 
999. For other crimes, call 101. The  next 
‘Have your say’ meeting will be on Thurs-
day 10th October from 2.45 p.m. until 3.30 
p.m. at St. Barnabas School.
Alive and Kicking – Mon 2:00 - 3:00 pm 
at the JCC.
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Can you recommend someone 
who has done good, conscien-
tious work? The current list 
is: Builder/handyman: Handy-
man Oxford: 07775 884611. 

Car repairs: Cleaver’s Garage 557897. 
Symon Page 438300. Tow truck DF Au-
tos, 401341. Carpenters: Tony Everett, 
(07778) 907834. Flooring: Oxfloor-
ing, 524024; Textures Flooring, 311807. 
General builder and landscaper: Steven 
Bishop, 07931 342468. Home mainte-
nance, including electrics and carpentry: 
Emmett  Schlueter, 310007. Loft conver-
sions, Oxfordshire Lofts, 07766 768404. 
Painter and Decorator: Jamie Hornblow, 
0779 515 0146..  Plasterer:  Paul Dolton, 
07817 383062. Plumbers: A1, 327732. 
TV, Video and Hi-Fi – installations, S W 
Digital, 07531483298, repairs: Oxford 
Powershop, 375834. Window installation, 
Raven  Architectural Glazing, 557514.

Tried and tested

Home
Maintenance

Over 30 years experience
as a Skilled Craftsman and 

Expert Handyman

All your DIY jobs, including electrical and 
carpentry, undertaken by

Jericho resident, Emmett Schlueter

Tel: 01865 310007 Mob: 07779 985234
home.maintenance@ntlworld.com

www.healthyoxford.co.uk

Healthy Oxford
Massage, Hypnotherapy &

Therapeutic Bodywork

On the Top Floor of the
Jericho Community Centre

For details, see 
children’s drama in the 
JCC listings

Perform Drama Workshops
Drama, dance and 
singing for 4 - 8 
year-olds. 

RAD ballet classes
for children
Good value, graded classes 
for three years and upwards 
(exams and shows). Studio 
with wooden floor and mirror.

For details: see children’s ballet.
Come for a free trial class.


