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EDITORIAL 

Many thanks to John Power 
for acting so quickly after 
the surgery at the 
Institute in January and 
after the last issue of the 
Echo on local street 
lighting etc .. We have 
been refused proper 
lighting at the Canal St./ 
Gt. Clarendon St. junction 
shame, because the nearest 
lamp to the crossroads is 
25 yds. away. Compare 
this junction with Walton 
Crescent/Richmond Rd. which 
is comparatively well lit. 
A topic for the next 
"surgery" in March. 'King 
Street' instead of Upper 
Cardigan seems a good idea. 

Mr. Nutt has handed over 
his shop and should be on 
his waJ to Devon to open 
an.hotel with his wife and 
daughters. I shall miss 
his sausages, turkeys and 
the occasional chop and 
�ish him well in his new 
career. 
We should like to welcome 
Mr.Shujaa who has taken over 
Mr .Nutt' s shop and wish him 
luck in his new enterprise. 

local newsheet is to 

NEXT ISSUE: JUNE 

Copy in by end of April, 
please, to Carole Guberman, 
24 Cardigan Street, Oxford 

55\618. 
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MRS. OLIVE GIBBS 

On Sunday 8th May, Olive 
will come to the 10.30 am. 
service at St. Barnabas 
and we shall have an 
opportunity to thank her 
for all she has done,over 
thirty years service on the 
City Council,for Jericho. 
We shall probably adjourn 
afterwards to the 'Book 
binders Arms'. 

advertise local events and 
publish information,stories 
and happeniugs which we hope 
are of interest to most 
people. We should therefore 
like stories,local news and 
so on which you think would 
be interesting for other 
people to know. Personally 
I'd like a social column- any 
offers? 
Information doesn't nave to 
take the form of 
advertisements, you can 
advertise jumble sales etc. 
without paying.HAPPY EASTER 
TO EVERYONE.LOTS OF EGGS, SUN 
AND RELAXATION. 

At this point ir seems a good 
idea to recap on the function 
of the ECHO. It is a local 
community paper { or" newsheet) 
financed by our local 
trades and proffesional 
people buying advertising 
space. Anyone,of course, can 
buy advertising space at 
t2 .00 for a small space and 
f.4. 00 for a large space. The 
more paid adverts the larger 
the paper, that is we can get 
more information in and also 
the quality can be better 
with coloured paper, 
photographs,etc •• 
The idea .behind having a 

PUBLIC MEETING 
AT THE INSTITUTE 

ON WEDNESDAY,MARCH 30 
AT 7. 1 Spm. 

�I-BUS TO REPLACE 520? 
WHICH ROUTES,HOW OFTEN,ETC. 

GRAND JUMBLE SALE 
in aid of the Youth Club 

AT THE INSTITUTE IN CANAL 
STREET ON SATURDAY MAR.26th. 

AT 2.30p.rn. 

.r'U�LIC 1V1£.ErING 
Councillors' �urgery 
at the Institute 
�aturday 26th, 4-.ar. 
llarr .• -12 noon. 

/: 



OXFORD PLUMBING SERVICES 
52,GT.CLARENDON STREET 

Estimates Free 
All Work Guaranteed 

24-HOUR SERVICE 
Reg'd Plumbing & Heating 

Engineers 
TEL:OXFORD 52056 

PAT and TERRY CONE 
151 Walton Street 

Newsagent,tobacconist 
confectioner and 
general grocer 
FRIENDLY SERVICE 

MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 

JOHN ASHBY 
FURRIER & TAILOR 
SPECIALIST IN FUR 

REMODELLING 
INDIVIDUAL CLOTHES MADE 

TO ORDER 
OXFORD 52724&514704 

With regard to the suggested 
renaming of Cardigan Street 
this has been proposed in the 
past but has met much local 
opposition .As this matter has 
now been raised again I 
propose writ_ing to the 
Residents' Association to 
ascertain their views. The 
suggestion I shall be putting 
to them is that the length of 
cardigan Street contiguous 
with Wal ton Street · should be 
re-named King Street so that 
the latter street would then 
run from Walton Street to 
Jericho Street. 
Yours sincerely, 
D. A. Butler 
City Engineer 

Engineer. He received the 
following in reply. 
Street Lighting, Junction of 
Gt. Clarendon St. and Canal 
st., Suggested renaming of 
cardigan st.. , 
Thank you for your letter of 
24th January in connection 
with these two matters. I have 
inspected the street lighting 
at the junction ·of 
Gt. Clarendon St. and Canal 
st. and in my view this is of 
a satisfactory standard and 
not dissimilar from that at 
other junctions in the Jericho 
area ( Is this a recommendation 
though even if we all agreed 
with it?Editor).In the 
circumstances,I do not 
consider ·any improvement can 
be justified. 

***********************�*** 

of 

that some signs 
in the Jericho 
particular in 

sincerely,D.A.Butler. 
time. 
Yours 

to non-residents and 
encourage more illicit 
parking in the area. This 
fear is strongest among the 
residents of roads leading 
off Walton Street, such as 
Richmond Road, Walton 
Crescent, Cranham Street 
and Juxon Street. 

It will be seen there 
fore that while the 
principle of a visitors' 
parking scheme is very 
welcome we now have serious 
reservations on how it will 
work out in pr,esent circum 
stances. 
Christine Cowham, Hon.Sec. 
Jericho Residents' Assn. 

Letter to Cllr. Power from the 
City Engineer 

Dog Fouling in Jericho 
Thank you for your letter 
24th Je1nuary. 

· I will ensure 
are erected 
area and in 
Cardigan St •• 
You will be pleased to know 
that money is available in 
this year's estimates for the 
erection of suitable 
signs. These are at present 
being designed and an order 
will be issued shortly for 
their manufacture. 
These areas are swept twice a 
week and all dog foulings are 
cleared.As signs are to be 
erected in the near future I 
do not feel it appropriate to 
cons Lde r the issue of notices 
to householders at the present 

Letter to City Solicitor 
.£.-cm sJ · fL A. Cun c.ei:.11in.9 Visitors'Parking Permits 

The Jericho Residents' 
Association welcomes the 
long awaited provision of 
Visitors' Permits that so 
many of the older residents 
have been asking for since 
the parking restrictions in 
Jericho were brought in 
many years ago. We shall 
watch with interest the 
results of the first year. 

However, the circum 
stances in Jericho have 
changed considerably oveT 
the past ten years. Notably 
in the great increase in 
multi-occupancy so the 
crucial question is 'who is 
a resident?' The ordinary 
Residents' Parking Permit is 
limited to those having a 
car but this does not apply 
to Visitors' Permits, nor 
should it. In theory, 
therefore, any person on the 
electoral roll, in any unit 
of accommodation, no matter. 
how small, woul�_be eligible 
to apply for fifty permits 
a year. Surely this would 
also apply to households 
where two, three or more 
members are over eighteen and 
therefore on the electoral 
roll? There is therefore a 
measure of apprehension that 
the scheme may defeat its 
own purpose. The fear is 
that residents who have 
little or no need for 
visitors' permits will be 
tempted to dispose't>f them 

sent a copy of the 
of the last 

Mr.Butler,the City 

John Power 
front page 
"Echo" to 

MICK & SUE SIMMONDS 
welcome you to the 

BOOKBINDERS' ARMS 

Full menu Juke box 
Football table Darts 

Oxford 53549 

NELLIE'S 
WE ARE STILL 

THERE 

GT.CLARENDON ST, 
OXFORD 57824 

DAVID MALLOW'S 
Newsagent,tobacconist, 

confectioner. 
67,Walton Street.57258 
we are pleased to take 
orders for our Christmas 
Hampers .Why not pay 
through our Christmas 
Club? 



VIC & AMY THE BAKERS' ARMS KEN & BARB 
welcome you to TOM AND LYN THE CARPENTERS' ARMS 

THE HARCOURT ARMS WELCOME YOU TO A 
Darts Jukebox FRIENDLY PUB Real Ale 

Pool Table FOOD AND HALL'S ALES Hot & Cold Lunches 
Tel: 511176 OXFORD 52301 Beer Garden 

Tel:50714 

THE JERICHO 
RESIDENTS'ASSOCIATION 

Most people seem to know when 
they move into Jericho that 
it is somehow a special 
place; a General Improvement 
Area: an inner city renewal 
area; an urban village. The 
word "communi t_y" gets bandied 
around and there is a general 
agreement that it is a GOOD 
THING.We have a local 
community paper too, and a 
school and shops on the 
street corners "open all 
hours" • Somewhere too there 
is a Residents' Association 
which is obviously another 
GOOD THING, 

So can you join it? 
What.is it and what 
does it do? 
How do you get involved? 

Joiniqg. You are a member by 
virtue of residence within 
the Jericho G.I.A,(General 
Improvement Area) and there 
is no subscription. The area 
is bounded by Juxon Street on 
the north and Worcester 
Gardens on the south and 
includes the west side of 
Walton Street to the canal. 

What is it? Modern Jericho 
itself is slightly larger 
than the Jriginal area so 
designated but there is no 
mystery either dS to its 
name or its growth. The name 
derives from the Jericho Inn 
and the pleasure gardens 
which once lay behind it and 
it was all part of Walton 

Manor. During the 1850s- '90s 
the present street pattern 
was laid out and the homes 
built by speculative property 
owners to house the growing 
industrial population. Better 
class family homes of tyµical 
style were built on the main 
roads west off Walton Street 
and were never considered 
part of Jericho which was 
essentially the core of small 
terrace houses. Building 
varied very much in quality 
and a major slum clea-<rance in 
the '30s got rid of the worst 
while the G.I .A. in the '60s 
removed the rest of the 
buildings which were beyond 
repair. 
Jericho's fame dates from the 
'60s when local residents 
opposed the second stage in 
the City redevelopment plan 
which was to put a ring road 
through the area and 
redevelop it as car parks 
and office blocks. Some of 
the Councillors, already 
troubled by the loss of St. 
Ebbes and its transformation 
into the brave new Westgate, 
were induce! to reconsider 
and climbed on the new band 
waggon of Urban Renewal. 

What does it do? The Jericho 
Residents' Association was 
born out of the need to 
co-operate with the Council 
in implementing these plans. 
The members of the committee 
got to know the Councillors 
and officials and were able 
to help the residents as 
go-betweens by dealing with 

the paperwork and explaining 
view points and difficulties 
to both sides. This is what 
they still do though the 
heady days of replanning 
whole streets are over. 

How do you get involved? Most 
people come to meetings 
because they have a problem: 
a planning proposal, noisy 
nei._ghbours, a broken pavement 
or �roud manhole or a parking 
dispute. They ring up or chat 
to a member of the commit tee , 
and generally come to the 
next meeting to talk it over 
in detail, We will suggest 
whom to contact, help draft a 
letter or petition or 
organize a protest. Committee 
members will attend public 
enquiries and will arrange a 
public meeting with the 
Council if necessary. 

Our present headache is to 
preserve Jericho as a 
residential area in face of 
the tide of multi-occupancy 
which threatens to turn it 
into "bedsi tland" with a here 
today gone tomorrow 
po�ulation. 

The Annual General Meeting 
will be held in MAY. You will 
be notified by a slip through 
your door and posters. It is 
a public meeting at which 
anyone can speak and vote. 
Bring a candidate and elect 
them onto the committee. 
See you at the A.G.M .• 
Christine Cowham 
Hon. Sec. J ,R,A,. 

ANGIE BRIAN AND CAROL NUTT THE GLOBE INN 
LOCAL HAIR STYLIST THANK ALL THEIR DAVE & KAREN 

CUSTOMERS AND FRIENDS WELCOME FRIENDS OLD AND 
HAIRDRESSING IN YOUR FOR THEIR LOYAL SUPPORT NEW 

OWN HOME DURING THEIR YEARS OF MORRELL' S ALES 
PHONE 55103 TRADING IN JERICHO, OXFORD 57759 



WALTON STREET CYCLES 

Specialists in cycle 
repairs. 

Cycle coding for 
security 

78,Walton Street 
Tel:Oxford 511531 

STUART & HELEN 
WELCOME YOU TO 

THE NEW INN 
NELSOi-1 STREET 

HOT & COLD FOOD 
TEL.53067 

REPAIRS & SERVICING 
BODYWORK,USED CARS 

AUTOWORK 
29,WELLINGTON ST. 

TEL.52186 
W.ALDWORTH 

THE INSTITUTE 

On Monday, 21st February, 
the full meeting of the 
Oxford City Council passed 
the city budget for 1983/4 
which included an 
allocation of £60,000 for 
the renovation of the 
Institute in Canal Street 
as a community centre - put 
out the flags! This is 
the culmination of a great 
deal of time and energy on 
the part of many people and 
I would like to thank all 
those who have worked so hard 
to see this day come. 

Of course, in one sense, the 
work is just beginning 
because now we have to see 
that the building work is 
done satisfactorily and then 
the newly-elected corrnnittee 
of the Community Association 
has to oversee the use that 
is made of the building and 
somehow to balance the books! 
Yes, it's all just beginning, 
but at least we know that 
we are now going to have a 
corrununity centre. 

Patience will be needed on 
the part of those who 
regularly use the building 
while the work is being 
carried out and all the 
groups who want to use it 
in the future should make 
representations to the 
corrunittee about their 
requirements so that we can 
try to suit everybody'e 
needs. 

We have an exciting future 
ahead and I hope our 
corrununity life in Jericho 
will benefit greatly from 
having a real centre at last. 

Father Michael Wright 
********************* 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Discussions are taking 
place with the police 
over more effective 
control of bicycles 
and the possibility 
of providing street 
cycle parking 
facilities is under 
consideration. 
Signs are to be 
erected throughout 
Jericho warning dog 
owners of the fines 
payable for allowing 
their dog to foul the 
pavement. (See letter 
to John Power) 
The visitors' parking 
permit scheme has now 
been approved, and 
before it comes into 
effect in April a 
letter will be sent to 
each Jericho resident 
explaining the details. 
Within the next few 
illonths the residents' 
parking scheme will 
be extended to cover 
the full twer,ty- 
four hours so that 
no-oue apart from 
residents or their 
visitors will be 
allowed to park in 
Jericho except at 
the few public 
parking places. 

In response to the queries 
raised in the last Jericho 
Echo, it has beeu suggested 
that the top part of 
Cardigan Street next to 
Walton Str�et, should be 
renamed King·Street,(see 
letter to John Power)which 
would then run from Walton 
Street to Jericho Street. 

The next Councillors' 
Surgery will be on 
Saturday 26th March from 
11 a.m. to 12 noon at the 
Institute. 

****************** 
COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE. 
Chairman- Fa.Wright 
Treasurer-Mr.Cleland 
Secretary-Paul Hornby 
Others- Nigel Hiscock, 
Edwin Ardir.er(Chairmam 
J.R.A.),Wendy Matthews,Ann 
Collinson,Belinda Bailey, 
Ca��le Guberman,Frank 
McFadden,Shirley Swaddling. 
A representitive has yet to 
be elected from the School 
P.T.A •• 

Very few people turned 
up for the meeting on the 1st 
February to elect the 
Corrnnittee of the Corrnnunity 
Association despite the fact 
that it was advertised in 
the last "Echo" and on Radio 
Oxford on the morning of the 
meeting. At all events, 
the corrnnittee was elected 
and very soon it is going to 
be working at full steam 
as the restoration gets under 
way. 
The lawyers negotiating 
between the Trustees of the 
building and the City Council 
still have to complete their 
work on the Lease and, when 
that is finished (which 
should be in March) there 
snould be no reason why the 
work of renovation should 
not begin. 

COUNCILLORS' SURGERY 

Obstruction of pavements 
by dustbins and bicycles, 
dog fouling of pavements, 
and parking problems were 
some of the issues aired 
at the Councillors' 
surgery in the Institute 
on the 22nd January with 
City Councillor John Power 
and Dr. Phyllis Starkey, 
Labour's c..andidate for 
the City Council elections 
in May. 
RESULTS 



DENIS NOBLE 
WOULD APPRECIATE THE OPPORTUNITY OF 
PURCHASING ANY BROKEN OR UNWANTED 

MASONIC MEDALS,BROOCHES & 
PENDANTS,CIGARETTE CASES,ODD 
CUFFLINKS,DENTAL GOLD,CHAINS. 

OXFORD 513949 

GOLD OR· SILVER ITEMS INCLUDING 

PURE BEEFBURGERS 

��f{Pf/� 
84 WALTON STREET 

OPEN SUNDAYS 

SUPPORT OUR LOCAL PLAYGROUP OPEN SPACE??? WINTER RECIPE 

YOUTH CLUB PROGRAMME 

Fa. Wright,Mr.Ron Hancocks, 
Mr�Albert Upstone. 

For information contact 
Sandy Alton, 24 Kingston 
Road, Tel: 53161 or 
Cheryl Codrington, 68 Gt. 
Clarendon Street. 

Wed.9th Mar. Match 
Thurs. 10th Mar. Make-up 

Hair 
crimping 

Thurs. 17th Mar. Video film 

If anyone has an economic, 
interesting recipe please 
let us know. 

Put sliced cabbage in the 
pan with a little butter 
or oil,and onion if liked. 
Put cheese on top. Add a 
little (4 tblsps.)water. 
Put lid on and steam for 
ten minutes until the 
cabbage is tender and the 
cheese melted. Delicious! 
Add pepper and salt if 
liked, also try mushrooms, 
instead of ,cabb�ge. 

The County Council,however, 
have come forward with the 
idea of a local mini-bus, 
provided there is enough local 
support for the idea. 

***"1:*"l'******** 

*-1:*********** 

A MINI BUS FOR JERICHO? 
The City Council has decided 
to abandon the 520'bus 
service. 

Tentative suggestions have 
been for a half hourly service 
from, say, Hayfield Road down 
Kingston Road and Walton 
Street into Jericho via Juxon 
Street,through to Canal Street 
and then back to Walton Street 
and so into town. 

a slide for 
would be an 

excellent use for the 
land. As Mrs. Starkey pointed 
out entering the discussion, 
we have enough parking 
problems in Jericho without 
adding to the load by 

In his reply Mr. Power 
thought that an Open Space, a 
park,would be preferable to 
housing or an Adventure 
Playground, the idea of which 
had caused some concern to 
those living nearby. The land 
apparently is owned by the 
Thames Waterboard who are at 
present discussing a sale 
with the City.The•City may be 
considering ·· building more 
houses and/or flats. I think 
an Open Space with grass and 
trees and flowers and perhaps 
some swings and 
small children 

I was wondering what was 
going to happen to the plot 
of land at the bottom of Gt. 
Clarendon Street on the 
left. There was a discussion 
one night at the New Inn as 
to whether it would be 
developed as housing, a car 
park or a marina. Working as 
I do at the Youth Club I 
thought an Adventure 
Playground would• be a good 
idea so I dropped a note into 
John Power at the Town Hall 
asking what ,if any, were the 
plans for the land. 

TRUSTEES. 

Disco 

24th Mar. Keep fit/ 
dance 

II 

Thurs.31st Mar. 

INSTITUTE 

There are lots of toys and 
friendly kids and parents. If 
you stay with your child you 
pay SOp. a morning and if you 
leave them with the minders 
it IS 75p. 

The Playgroup for W1der fives 
meets every Tuesday and 
Friday mornings in the mural 
room at the Institute-that is 
on the ground f loqr on the 
right. It opens at'9.30 and 
closes at 12.30. 

On behalf of The Royal 
British Legion and myself I 
wish to thank all who 
donated to my house to house 
collection in the Jericho 
area on behalf of The Poppy 
Appeal. 
The total amount:- £75.78 
"We will remember them" 
J. S. Black, 22 Canal Street 

BRITISH LEGION 
YOUTH CLUB 

Since the last issue the 
Youth Club has gone ice 
skating in Bristol and put 
a play on here and at the 
Ferry Centre. Usual 
activities continued - films 
table-tennis, darts and 
painting. Weight-lifting 
was arranged by Dave and 
Shirley and when is Tiger 
going to get his electronics 
class under way? 

building more houses. Possibly the mini-bus could 
also do a couple of school 
runs taking those kids who 
don't cycle to Bishop Kirk and 
Summertown Middle. 



COUNCIL BUSINESS 

OXFORD CITY 
Committee Meetings open to the 
Public. 
March. 

We have welcomed two 
children into the 
Lord's family since 
Christmas: Rebecca 
Hershorin of St. Paul's 
House, Walton St., and 
Tracy Ann Quinell of 
Kidlington, whose great 
grandmother, Mrs. Alice 
Finch, lived in Nelson 
St. - and was well 
known in Jericho. 

The Parochial Church Council 
has decided to accept the 
estimate of Gillett and 
Johnson (Croydon) Ltd. of 
£2,414.00 + V.A.T. to repair 
all four faces of the clock 
and to regild the faces. 
This does not include any 
work to the central 
mechanism of the clock, only 
to the faces. I hope the 
whole community will help 
with raising money to pay 
this bill - we have £1,050 
collected or donated already 
but there is a long way to 
go. Please help all you 
can. I hope to have some 
collecting boxes available 
to collect donations. 

Father Michael 

CHRISTENINGS 

winters had been 
particularly difficult 
for him. He was a 
craftsman of the old 
school and well known 
to many in jericho. 
We extend our sympathy 
to his widow Gladys 
and his family. 

THE CLOCK 

WEDDINGS 
We congratulate John 
Potter, of Cranham St., 
who is serving in the 
armed forces, on his 
rrarriage to Sharon 
Fuller which is to take 
place at St. Michael's, 
Cumnor this month. 
John's banns have been 
called at St. Barnabas. 

We have said farewell 
to several local people 
since Christmas. Roy 
Clark of Albert St. 
died in his fifties. 
He belonged to a well 
known Jericho family 
and was born in Jericho 
St.. Towards the end 
of his life, when he 
knew he didn't have 
long to live, he drew 
great comfort from 
the church. 

FUNERALS 

ST. BARNABAS CHURCH 

Harold Couling of Great 
Clarendon St. had 
suffered with bronchitis 
for many years and the 

On EASTER SUNDAY 
services at 8 a.m., 
10.30 a.m. and 6.30 pm. 

On Friday 1st 
April (Good Friday) we 
have the traditional 
3 hr. service from 12 
noon - 3 p.m. 

On Saturday 2nd 
April the Vigil Service 
and 1st Mass of Easter 
at 7.30 pi m . and 

The congregation 
of St. Barnabas is pre 
paring for the greatest 
Christian Festival - 
Easter. 

On Thursday 31st 
March at 7.30 p.m. we 
remember the Last 
Supper and give thanks 
for the Holy Communion 

in the 
of the 

2.30p.m. 
and 

9.30a.m. 
2.30p.m. 

· 9.45a.m. 

place 
Members 

Recreation and 
Amenities 2.15p.m. 
Environmental 
Health & Control 

2.15p.m. 
9.30a.m. 
9.45a.m. 
3.oop.m. 

Personel 2.30p.m. 
Finance 9.30a.m. 
Planning 9.45a.m. 
Parliamentary and 
Selection 9.45a.m. 
Council 3.00p.m. 
Housing 2.oop.m. 

Finance 
Planning 
Council 
Parliamentary & 
Selection 9.45a.m. 

Personnel 
Highways 
Traffic 
Estates 
Planning 

Mon. 28 
Wed. 30 

Monday 14 
Wed. 16 
Wed. 23 
Thurs. 24 

OXFORDS'IIRE COUNTY 
waste Disposal Sites:Revised 
Opening Hours from 17.1.'83. 
Site:Redbridge Waste Reception 
Centre,Oxford(at the end of 
the Abingdon Rd.). 
Trade: M'.>nday-Friday 

8.30-4.30 
Saturday 

10.00-12.00 
Sunday closed. 

Civic Amenity(ie:the rest of 
us presumably) 

Monday-Friday 
8.30-5.30. 

Saturday 
10.00-4.00 

Sunday 
10.00-4.00. 

Wed. 13 
Wed. 20 
Mon. 25 
Wed. 27 

April. 
Wed. 6 
Thurs. 7 

Meetings take 
Town Hall. 
public may enter or leave at 
any time. If you have any 
enquiries please telephone 
Oxford 249811. 

Tues. 12 

Fri. 8 
Mon. 11 

Easter Closing. 
The offices of the City 
Council wili be closed on the 
following dates: April 1st, 
4th and 5th, 1983. 



RAILWAY CRASH.- PORT 
MEADOW 

As promised in the last but 
one Jericho Echo I have to 
relate one of the first 
big railway disasters of 
the new railway age not 
more than a mile or so from 
Jericho. 

On 8th January, 1853, the 
5.30 p.m. train from 
Oxford, Rewley Road Station, 
waited to depart for 
London. Driver John 
Tanny and Stoker Robert 
Bugden were on the engine, 
a Stephensons Long Boiler 
No.148, which appears to 
have been in a crash at 
Bicester in 1851, when six 
people lost their lives. 

Wolvercote Tunnel, about 
two miles from the station, 
was under repair, due to 
a partial falling in, and 
all traffic was working 
over just one line. Orders 
were given that trains must 
not.leave Oxford or Islip 
without telegraphir 
communication. 

Mr. Blott, Oxford Station 
·Master, received a message 
from Islip enquiring if a 
coal train could be sent 
forward to Oxford. He 
was aware that it was 
nearly half an hour before 
the passenger train was due 
to depart, so he agreed. 
He informed most of his 
staff that the passengers 
could not depart until a 
coal train had.arrived and 
was ofi the line in use for 
up and down traffic. He 
personally told Guard Kinch, 
but driver Tanny was 
informed by M. B. Hayes, 
Locomotive Sup. and Sled 
foreman of Oxford. All 
three of the train crew were 
Bletchley men. Sergeant 
Gwynn and another policeman 
on duty were told of the 
instructions and then went 
about their normal duties. 

Driver Tanny and Guard Kinch 
were in conversation on the 
platform when a ballast 
train was seen approachi_ng, 

I 

which went into a siding 
about 100 yds. away. Driver 
Tanny did not notice that 
the train was carrying a 
white head-light, otherwise 
he would not have mistaken 
it for a coal train, which 
carries a regulation green 
light. It had been working 
in Wolvercote Tunnel. 

Guard Kinch had now taken 
his position on the train 
and the driver, without 
waiting for the authorised 
signal to start, opened the 
regulator and departed. 
The hiss and rush of steam 
as the train moved off 
brought out Mr. Hayes and 
Mr. Blott, who instinctively 
ran along the line, 
shouting after the receding 
train. They succeeded in 
attracting the attention of 
the guard, who put down the 
brake handle, but bwing to 
the increasing speed with 
its light load, this did 
not-attract the attention 
of the driver. 

About 200 yds. from the 
station a policeman 
(Signalman) stood at an 
auxilliary signal. He 
was aware of the danger 
ahead and exhibited a red 
signal. The steam 
escaping from the engine 
stopped the diesel from 
seeing the signal until he 
was almost level with it; 
then he recognized it by 
blowing his whistle twice. 
But now the policeman 
unfortunately changed the 
signal to green,signifying 
only caution. This 
probably reassured Driver 
Tanny that everything was 
all right, for immediately 
he began to increase speed. 

Soon after there was a 
terrific collision with the 
double headed coal train. 
The passenger train engine 
was turned completely round 
and, with wheels uppermost, 
fell into the water-filled 
ditch near the track. The 
leading coal engine fell upon 
it, so that the wheels 
appeared transfixed and the 
engine underneath was 
shattered. The other coal 

train engine also fell into 
the ditch. 

The 3rd and 2nd class 
coaches were so smashed.that 
scarcely two boards could be 
seen attached together. 
Passengers were.scattered 
about the lines in all 
directions. Fire from the 
engines' fireboxes kindled 
the scattered wood and 
added to the hazard. Tele 
graph posts were torn down, 
stopping communications 
between Oxford and Islip. 
A messenger was later sent to 
Islip to telegraph Mr.Connell 
Southern Division Loco.Sup. 
at Wolverton. 

Mr. Hayes and Mr. Blott had 
never ceased running and soon 
arrived at the scene of the 
accident, It was not long 
before hundreds of people 
had arrived and were giving 
assistance. At one point 
there was momentary �anic 
when a GWR train approached 
on the adjoining lines and 
thirty or more people, 
thinking it was on the LNWR 
l�nes, ran and jumped into 
the safety of a watery ditch. 
It was not until midnight 
that Mr. McConnell arrived 
with a large force described 
as mechanics. Mr. Bedford, 
chief of the railway police, 
accompanied him and early 
next morning one line was 
cleared.At the inquest the 
fact emerged that of the 
three drivers and three 
stokers only Driver Lee of 
the 2nd coal train survived. 
He saw the oncoming train 
only a few seconds after 
coming out of a curve and 
called out to his mate to 
jump. Driver Lee jumped but 
Stoker Wincox hesitated, and 
next moment he was under'the 
wreckage. The d r i.v e r 
managed to pull his mate out 
of the wreckage, but he died 
next morning in Oxford In 
firmary. 
The badly shaken guard Kinch 
was somehow taken by omnibus 
to the temporary station, 
where the railway line 
crossed the Banbury Turnpike 
Road. It is quite likely 
that work was in progress at 
this place, laying a junction 
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for a line to connect with 
the Worcester and 
Wolverhampton railway. 

There were many c�rrible 
incidents related at the 
inquest. One unidentified 
male passenger was thrown 
under the wreck and before 
he could be extricated, the 
upper half of his body was 
burnt to a cinder. Julia 
Norman was thrown into the 
water and by some means 
became embedded under the 
passenger engine boiler. 
She was only discovered by 
her Leg s protruding above 
water, and not until 6 a.m. 
next day. Sara Smith of 
Steeple Claydon was dis 
covered in a state of almost 
complete nudity on a buffer 
of one of the engines, a 
piece of iron firmly fixed 
across her throat. A 
horse dealer named Jones 
had £123 in notes and gold 
in his pocket when the 
accident occurred. He was 
badly injured but what 
happened to his fortune is 
not mentioned. 

While tre inquest was going 
on the bodies of the two 
drivers and two stokers lay 
in a public house in Horse 
and Jockey Lane, and Stoker 
Wilcox in the Radcliffe 
Infirmary. Two bodies 
were not identified at the 
time of the inquest and 
were burned a week later, 
still unidentified. 

Eventually driver Tanny was 
blamed for an accident that 
had a great similarity to 
so many in those early days 
of railways. 

Seven were killed and seven 
teen injured, some of whom 
may well have died later. 
Almost fifty years to the 
day of this accident a 
s[range thing was to happen 
in the lane which we· know 
as Aristotle Lane and a 
man walking down it late onE 
evening was to tell a story 
which I must leave for 
another time. 

E. J. Harris 
CONSERVATIVE NEWS 
The West Ward Branch of 
the Conservative Party 
have again chosen Eric 
Ward as their candidate 
for the City.Council. 
Eric Ward was born in 
Oxford and has lived in 
Oxford all his life. He 
has spent forty-three 
years in the Public 
Service in Oxford, eight 
yea.rs in the Civil Service 
and thirty-five years with 
the City Council, latterly 
as the Chief Administrative 
Officer in the Housing and 
Estates Department. 
He is a Chartered Secretar-.1 
and Administrator and a 
Member of the Chartered 
Institute of Secretaries 
and Administrators and is 

a Governor of a local school. 
Eric Ward has also been in 
business for many years 
and owns two shops in the 
City Centre. 

Are there any needle 
women in Jericho who 
would be willing to 
help with the repair and 
maintenance of the 
beautiful vestments at 
church? Many of these 
vestments were made by 
an expert needlewoman, 
Miss Grace Drinkwater, 
daughter of the famous 
local architect, in 
the 1920's and 30's. 
They are exquisitely 
worked and need expert 
and dedicated 
attention. 
In July there will be 
an Rxhibition of Vest 
ments from this, and 
other churches, in St. 
Barnabas in connection 
with the Oxford Move 
ment. 

NOTE 
The Jericho Buq Le , we have to 
point out, is nothing to do 
with the Echo I neither is it 
an al terna ti ve community 
newspaper. It is produced by 
students for students and 
financed by some students 
who, according to the Star, 
organised a ball to raise 
funds. 
Editor. 
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