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YULETIDE : HAPPY CHRISTMAS 
JERI CHO Cl-E�I STi'LA.S FESTIVAL 

Refreshments. 
COVENT GARDEN COMMUNITY THEATRE at the 
Jericho Tavern at 8.00pm.The PUPPETS are 
created by Richard Robinson of "SPITTING 
IMAGE". 

WEDNESDAY 17 DECEMBER 
CHRISTMAS LUNCHES. 
Set Menu-#3.50. (Children, OAPs #l.50) 
Soup, roast turkey with vegetables, etc, 
dessert, a glass of wine. 

LUNCHES in the cafe from 12.30pm. 
BAZAAR from 2.30,including Father 
Christmas with a Lucky Dip, various 
stalls and Teas. 
BINGO, with Christmas prizes at 7.30 

TUESDAY 16 DECEMBER 
YOUTH CLUB evening. COVENT GARDEN 
COMMUNITY THEATRE with their puppets 
and/or CAROL SINGING. 
6.00pm. O.U.P. CAROL SERVICE in the 
Church. 

Paul's at 
children 

ticket(four 

for the Old 

SUNDAY 21 DECEMBER 
CHRISTMAS CONCERT at St. 
3.00pm.Tickets #2.50, 
#l.00,special family 
adults/children) #5.00. 
CAROL CONCERT in the Church 

THURSDAY 18 DECEMBER 
YOUTH CLUB at 7 .30pm.PUPPET MAKING with 
the COVENT GARDEN COMMUNITY THEATRE. 
CONCERT at the School with the St. 
Barnabas Church Choir in the evening. 

Boys and Girls of St. Barnabas School at 
6.00pm followed by mulled wine and mince 
pies at the Centre. 

From 2.00pm ENTERTAINMENT including 
COVENT GARDEN COMMUNITY THEATRE, 
ST.BARNABAS SCHOOL CAROL SINGING,DISCO 
DANCING DISPLAY. 
4.00pm. O.A.P PARISH TEA PARTY (Free). 
7.30pm. CHRISTMAS BINGO. 

SATURDAY 20 DECEMBER. 
l.30pm. at the Baker's Arms COVENT GARDEN 
THEATRE. 
C.G.C.T. in "UP IN SMOKE" at At. Paul's 
at 8.00pm. 

FRIDAY 19 DECEMBER 
CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS PARTY from 3. 30 to 
5.30pm. #l.00 inc. a gift from Santa 
Claus. Tickets available from Caroline 
Heyns, 28 Gt. Clarendon St. , or from the 
Centre. 
COVENT GARDEN COMMUNITY THEATRE presents 
Model Citizens in "UP IN SMOKE" ,a guide 
to urban survival with songs,sketches and 
characters from life in the Big City .At 
St-. Paul's Art Centre in Walton St. at 
8. OOpm. Tickets #3. 90, (2. 90), Box Office 
53329. 

by 
see 

7.30pm. at SHOW 

in the cafe 
only. Please 
Ox:57902. 

SUNDAY 14 DECEMBER 
10.30am Children's CHRISTANGLE SERVICE at 
St.Barnabas Church. 
CHRISTMAS LUNCHES, 
advanced booking 
Mrs.Hannon or 'phone 

MONDAY 15 DECEMBER 
FILM and SLIDE 

From Saturday 13th December to Sunday 
21st there will be a variety of 
activities and entertainments taking 
place in Jericho to which everyone is 
welcome. Further information can be 
obtained from the Centre on Oxford 5790. 
Unless specially mentioned all events 
will take place at the Centre. 
SATURDAY 13 DECEMBER 1986 



22 llichmond llOlld, Oxford, OXl lJL 
telephone Oxford (0865) Sl72'4 IE Sl-4704 

OMNI ARCADE, 61-63 GBORGE STREET, OXFORD 
T91. Oarord (�115 

new & second hand j ewellry, scrap gold & 
silver 

precious and semi-precious gems and stones 
REPAIR SERVICE. 

TAILOR 

FURRIER 

trade connection between the Oxford and 
Birmingham businesses is indicated by 
reference in advertisements to a capacity 
to manufacture paper making machinery. 
The advertisements of the 1860s suggest 
that the principal interests of the 
Oxford firm lay with the building 
industry, that is cast iron girders and 
pipes and ornamental ironwork and cast 
iron. The earliest Lucy's lamp-posts, 
some of which are still in existence, 
date from this period. 
In 1853 Grafton went into partnership 
with William Hood. After Grafton's death 
in 1861 Hood set up his own foundry in 
Reading and the style of the Oxford firm 
became Grafton and Co. until, in 1864 
it became Grafton and Lucy. - 
We know that Lucy was in the business 
earlier since his name appears receipting 
a bill on behalf of Grafton and Hood at 
the turn of 1854/5 when he was only just 
seventeen. He must have taken over the 
business in his early twenties. It may 
well be that the Grafton family kept some 
financial interest for Grafton's will 
names his sister Mrs Frances Kelly and we 
meet the name Kelly later on. 
A good deal of work was done for the 
Oxford colleges. From the Grafton and 
Lucy period come tales showing that the 
business 'carried out the repair and 
maintenance of ancJ_ent wrought-iron gates 
etc. for several colleges. This 
responsible and troublesome work had 
great prestige value. The ornamental 

All D.J. Y. Materials 
Tools. etc. 

Plus large selection 
of Fabrics 

FREE ESTIMATES GIVEN 

JERICHO STRF.ET 
JERICHO 
OXFORD 

Tri.: Ox ford 514586 

After 4 p.m. 
Tel.: 721224 or 52422 

Chair Flair 

PLEASE CALL ANYTIME 

Antique Reupholsterv 
& Restoration 

Soft Furnishing 

SEASONS 
.GREETING.SI 

Gastronomic Delights· Licensed 
Open 7 days a week until 8·30pm 

36 Gt Clarendon St Jericho Oxford 57824 __ ___, 

EAGLE IRONWORKS(part 2) v 
The Eagle Ironworks (Lucy's as we know it 
today) continued to expand as the great 
railway age took over from the canals. 
William Carter, whose propensity for 
advertisements, coupled with the 
vicissitudes of his partnership 
arrangements, has left records which 
establish him as governer of the business 
until 1830 (see Echo 30) left the firm to 
Charles Grafton, his former partner. 
Historians of Lucy's have not been able 
to disentangle the management 
relationships between the Oxford business 
and the Birmingham firm from which 
Charles Grafton came. We know that the 
Birmingham firm was a bookshop and 
printers as far back at least as 1797. 
Early in the nineteenth century it became 
a wholesale stationers which, by 1820, 
included paper making among its 
activities. By 1835 paper manufacturing 
was predominating. From 1821 to 1831 the 
business was a partnership under the same 
names as the Oxford firm, Charles 
Grafton, Baker and Biggs. In 1837 Charles 
Grafton senior died in Oxford. It seems 
likely that the Birmingham partnership 
went into joint venture with William 
Carter in order to launch the younger 
Charles Grafton in the Oxford business. A 



ironwork around the Randolph hotel 
sadly is the only surviving work of 
importance from this time. Other works 
were demolished for scrap in the second 
world war. 
The fact that the Oxford company adopted 
Lucy's name is reason for wishing that 
records had survived of its development 
under his management. Something is known 
of his personal life however. He married 
a remarkable woman, who was the daughter 
of Josiah Geoege Jennings, the famous 
Victorian sanitary engineer. Jennings was 
an important customer of the firm for 
,at least twenty years. 
Mrs.William Lucy's feelings on moving to 
her new home were recorded by a 
grand-daughter. Maybe the fact that the 
large house next to the works overlooked 
the cememetary o� St.Sepulchre had 
something to do with it but Mrs.Lucy was 
not happy. Her forebodings were justified 
when, in 1873, William died of 
tuberculosis at the early age of 35 and 
three of their six children had already 
died in infancy. All are buried in the 
cemetary nearby. The house itself was 
pulled down to make way for offices. 
Mrs. Lucy, however, lived on in Oxford 
until her daeth at the age of 96 in 
1937, 64 years after her· husband. Their 
last surviving son died in 1961 aged 92. 
All connections with the firm had ceased 
in 1873 after William's death when James 
Kelly of Chester, a district 
superintendent of the Great Western 
Railway, bought the business. It does not 
appear that he took any active part until 
he retired from his railway post. After 
his death twenty years later in 1897, the 
business came under ·the control of his 
son, Charles Kelly, who had joined him in 
the management. This brings matters up to 
the end of the century, and Lucy's as we 
can see went on to great things playing 
an important part in the two great wars 
which were to come. 

Ted Harris. 

The Oxford 
Prints Shop 

The smallest and friendliest gallery in 
Oxford, with a wide selection of prints 

and paintings by local artists. 
46c Richmond Road . Jericho . Tel. 56099 

Open Tuesday-Saturday 10.30-5, 
SUNDAY 11-5. Closed Monday 

Steve and Ellen .at; the. 

wish all their customers 
MERRY CHRISTMAS 

and a HAPPY NEW YE� 

PORT MEADOW. 
The meeting at the Town Hall ,on November 
24th 1986 was called by the City Council 
to discuss publically the situation 
concerning Mr. Crittenden' s building 
operations at the Medley Boat Station. As 
we know he did the work and then applied 
for peimission from the Counci'l and the 
Council, instead of telling him to put it 
back to what it was be f'o re , began 
negotiating. Public outcry resulted in 
an appeal to the Secretary of State who 
appears to have backed Mr. C. to some 
extent in that he agreed to a large 
amount of boat fuel being stored on the 
meadow, along with a car park for boat 
users. There was mention of a possible 
125 year lease at a rent of #5. 00 a 
year. What worries people is that if 
such an agreement is reached the 
business could then be sold off, or more 
of the meadow could be pressed into use 
with fences, etc. over a period of 
time. The meadow is unique in this 
country in that it is the largest 
unploughed meadow of its kind with rare 
plants preserved from hundreds of years 
back. It is of national importance and 
we should treat it as such not as the 
old rubbish dump which Mr. Crittenden 
believes it to be! 
Editor. 

29 Walton St. Tel 53364: 
atthe bottom of Little Clarendon 

·. J�14�S 
�� 

Furniture wanted and for sale. 
House clearance our speciality. 
Open-Monday to Saturday 10 - 5. 



IOIA Walton Street, Oxford {0865) 53014 

CHRISTMAS SHOPPERS' CRECHE 
Oxford City Council have organised a 
creche in the Town Hall for shoppers. 
For �year olds on the 15th and 17th 
December there will be two sessions a day 
from 9am to 12 noon and lpm to 4pm .. On 
Saturdays 13th and 20th December there 
will be morning sessions only from 9am to 
12 noon. . 
For 5-8 year olds the creche will open on 
Saturdays 13th and 20th for afternoon 
sessions from lpm to 4pm and on 22nd and 
23rd for two sessions a day as above. 
Parents can leave their children for only 
one session a day.A limited booking 
service is available.' Phone 722313 
between 4-Spm for details. For "drop-ins" 
just turn up but please bring 
identification as you"ll need it for 
booking in.Places are limited so get 

DO YOU HAVE A ROOM TO SPARE? 

Free delivery service 
9 Albert St.,Oxford.Tel:57206 

NE.lCT J>E.Aj)I-INE. H� \ st-. lq81. COPY To 
en:oR. �c.� �. Je-R.\CMO CE.N,IU: I 
c.kN AL. �-r.. -a>no R.: CldtoU=- CilJ(S��M . 
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MERRY YULETIDE! V"'o��f')' 

Do you have an empty room? If so, Oxford Housing Aid Centre's Accommodation 
Register may be able to find you a tenant. 
The Ho using Aid Centre is constantly looking for accommodation for people 
seeking a home. Details of the accommodation you have to offer can be made 
available through the legister and we will attempt to help you fill your vacancy. 
For more information, or to· put your vacancy on the Register, phone the Housing 
Aid Centre on 247853 or 248060, or call in and see us at 53,George Street. 

StriJ]ped pine 1 .. 111111e 
Str,ppr,g serv,ce 

F11n1ture desqled��==;;:==:::;:::;:;:�==� 
and made "" 
Re-uphotslery 

...._. Stnet Oafenl 012 HI (1165) 57226 
066 IV,,/to,,, _j7hHt,ri1',t l,J,;,uJ ti,• jnicl,o i.vn11 

ONE ONE EIGHT is the new antique shop 
which has opened in place of Mr. White's 
in Walton St .. I must apologise for 
casting a slur on the building's present 
owner in the last "Echo"I think it was 
probably unwarrented.Anyway the present 
business is run by a group of three 
people who between them buy and run the 
shop.The goods are less of a mixture than 
Mr White's were as the buying is at 
sales rather than from house clearances. 
There are some nice pieces of 
furniture,lots of glass and china and 
bric-a-brae.The prices are not too high 
and I'm sure they would look out for 
whatever you specially want if you asked 
them. 
The WOODSHOP in Jericho Street has 
recently gone over to producing its own 
furniture. Philip, who owns the shop, 
makes kitcen units to your own design and 
in the wood of your choise. He also takes 
orders for tables. His prices are very 
reasonable often less than half what a 
larger store would demand. There is a 
round pine table presently in the shop 
which is selling for #250.00, a 
ridiculously low price compared to London 
shops! 

DAISIES, which has recently opened on 
Walton Street, specialises in cut flowers 
( including unusual ones li,ke 
mignonette), pot plants,unusual dried 
flowers and accesories for plants. They 
will be pleased to take orders for 
weddings, funerals, etc. and individual 
orders. 
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