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Fighting back against crime 
Jericho residents are be-
coming increasingly 
concerned about the 
levels of crime - particu
larly burglaries and car 
crimes, which over the 
last year or so, seem to 
have increased signifi
cantly. 
Police crime figures say that in the first 
three months of this year there were 30 
reported burglaries. But some local resi
dents believe the real rates may be much 
higher. 

Two of our more determined 
citizens organized a petition which they 
circulated in Jericho and Walton Manor 
early in March. They collected 574 names 
and found that, of these, 274 had been 
victims of some kind of crime- some up to 
six times. "We started the petition", said 
one of the organizers, "because we were 
angry at what was happening. I have lived 
here 17 years and it has been a peaceful 
area, pretty much crime free. The problems 
seem to have started around the middle of 
last year. Apart from the burglaries, three 
people have been mugged. But we didn't 
just want to use the petition as a means of 
protest, but also to collect information. We 
had great support from all the shopkeepers 
and the pub landlords - in fact only two of 
those we went to had not been burgled 
themselves." 

The rise in burglaries and street 
crime was confirmed by Lucys, which is 
one of Jericho' s major landlords. Accord
ing to Property Director Tom Griffin, 
"There have always been one or two in
cidents," he says, "but in the last year it has 
become worse and worse. We are now 
having one or two burglaries a week re
ported to us - in addition to people 
breaking into or stealing cars." 

A further problem is that for the 

past three months Jericho and surrounding 
areas have not had a community police
man. PC 0 'Donovan suffered a serious 
knee injmy from which he is now re
covering. At present he is working on 
office duties but should, hopefully, be 
back soon. Because of the cutbacks in 
funding for the police it has not been 
possible to offer a temporaxy replacement. 

However, local residents may 
have been pleasantly swprised to see quite 
a few police officers walking around 
Jericho recently - even two at a time. 
According to Sergeant Bob Massingham 
of the Community Beat Team, this op
eration will take place on a number of days 
in the near future . "I have got together a 
special team of 12 community officers. 
The purpose of these patrols is to have a 
very high proflle. Basically we are trying 
to target burglars." 

The offenders seem to fall into 
two categories. The first are local young 
people. Some are engaged in wanton 
vandalism, breaking car windows, or just 
snapping off wing mirrors . But they are 
also committing burglaries. Some resi
dents claim that there are children, as 
young as 12 years old, who are being 

schooled in crime by those slightly older. 
Others are professional criminals who 
come from outside the Jericho area. Most 
of the burglaries take place in the day time. 

There seems no likelihood that in 
the future the police will have many more 
resources to tackle the problem. As one of 
the petition organizers says: " I think it has 
to come down to community policing. 
People should watch out for each others· 
backs and not just their own''. The petition 
itself, she argues, is evidence that the 
community is angry about what is going 
on. Indeed while the petition was circu
lating she believes that the levels of van
dalism by local young people dropped 
noticeably. While individuals might be 
nervous about taking action, they are much 
more likely to report anything suspicious if 
they feel that other people will be doing the 
same sort of thing and that they are not 
alone. 

One of the most positive options 
would be many more Neighbourhood 
Watch schemes. Sergeant Massingham has 
reported on the likely introduction of a new 
computer system called Ringmaster which 
would allow the Council administrators of 
the scheme to maintain close and rapid 
contact with local organizers. If you would 
like to know more about Neighbourhood 
Watch, call St. Aldates Police Station on 
266000. 

Visual and 
performance 

arts pub 
See pub notice board for details 

Food served daily 

54 Walton Street. Tel : 57309 
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A message to 
the Ashmolean 
Some former 'Barny School' pupils living 
in Jericho may be old enough to remember 
a former head teacher of St. Barnabas 
Infant School, Miss Brucker (Mrs Marion 
Tilley) who sadly died in February 1996 at 
the age of 95, and whom those who knew 
her remember with great affection. 

Miss Brucker was also an in
teresting link to a famous painting in the 
Ashmolean by Charles Allston Collins: 
"Convent thoughts''. A recent issue of the 
magazine Ashmolean speculates on the 
identity of the nun in the picture. One of 
the most likely candidates is Miss 
Brucker' s grandmother Francis Sarah 
Ludlow. 

This painting was given to the 
museum by Thomas Combe. It is one of a 
series by artists associated with the 
Pre-Raphae!ite Brotherhood. Combe 's 
grave at St. Sepulchre' s Cemetery is in 
need of repair. Perhaps the Ashmolean, or 
the "Friends of the Ashmolean" could 
return the favour by offering to renovate 
the grave. I understand the church needs a 
few bob too. 
D. E. Langford, Albert Street. 

l . Roaming rabbit - Our previous issue 
reported poetically on the black rabbit at 
St. Sepulchres. Local witches report that 
the rabbit has now been moved to Bi
cester- apparently to replace a lost dog . 

2 . Floored cat - Cranham Street cat 
lovers will be relieved to know that the cat 
lost from Lynn Fredlund's house, was 
discovered alive, but underneath the 
newly nailed-down floorboards of a 
neighbouring house undergoing reno
vation. It is not known how many lives it 
lost before being discovered. 

You are invited to our 
Parent and Toddler Group 

Family Lunch 
Thursdays, 12 pm-3pm 

at the Community Centre 

BABIES WELCOME! 
Free supervised playroom. 

Lots of activities 
Sand, singing, playdough 
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Wanted: more spaces to sit and chat 
People in Jericho used to 
linger on the streets talk
ing, exchanging the time of 
day. They still do, of 
course, but the spaces for 
doing this are being re
moved. 

I live in Cardigan Street, the lower part. 
There was a time, especially in the Spring 
or Summer, when young people used to 
gather underneath the weeping willow by 
the school. In the evenings you'd see a 
couple leaning against the wall there, or 
three or so youngsters sitting on the wall 
talking, chatting . 

Then the school put up the un
friendly black railings which at the mo
ment glower from the top of the wall, and 
hey presto, a public space vanished . If the 
rationale for this railing was to stop kids 
from getting into the nursery enclosure, 
then it has failed, as the kids just get in 
other ways . Why, I wonder, did this eye
sore arrive? For those who, for one rea
son or another, didn't want to commit 
themselves to a fully fledged walk on the 
fields, the wall and trees provided a useful 
neutral ground, and little groups of 
chatting people are a very pleasant sight. 

I notice that a similar fence, but 
this time in wood, has appeared on the 
wall facing the canal in the grounds of 

Street Fair 18 8 G 
A highlight of Jericho ' s year is the Annual 
Street Fair which will be held on Saturday 
May 18. There will be live music, poetry, 
face painting, craft stalls, bouncy castle, 
lucky dip, barbecue, carousel, and lots 
more. The Community Centre will be open 
for snacks, drinks and lunches. If you 
would like to take part by having a stall, 

Whitworth Place . Is this something to do 
with stopping boaters from leaping over 
the wall and picking the shrubs, or merely 
to stop them lingering in the sun? 

Nowadays, there are fewer 
public seats in Jericho: one in Mount 
Street; two in Canal Street. Couldn't 
there be one in Albert Street near the 
roses and trees on the corner with Car
digan Street? Isn't it time we began to 
reclaim some of these places? After all, 
they are our spaces if we choose to make 
them so. What about putting a seat in the 
alley between Cardigan and Jericho 
Streets? It could be quite pleasant there, 
away from the traffic. 

Incidentally, our public spaces 
are surely too few to clutter up for long 
with rubbish . If you wish to get rid of old 
ovens, furniture, soil, etc. you can tele
phone the Council to have such items 
collected . Alternatively, if you wish to give 
your neighbours an opportunity to use 
some of your rejects you can put them 
outside your front door. If they do not 
disappear within a day or two, then you 
will have to phone the Council. 

Lastly, congratulations to Oxford 
University Press for their facelift to the 
corner of Albert Street and Wellington 
Street. It looks very artistic and even the 
local cats have spread the gravel around 
only a little bit. I hope OUP maintain it; I 
am sure they will. 

Carol Guberman, Cardigan Street. 

performing, or running an activity, please --::lili!~!!ii•=--•'-!ldjii;~Ji!!!...
contact Bev or Sue. Tel: 57902. 

WALTOI\I !iTREET PO!iT OFFICE 
Open for your convenience for:-

POST OFFICE - CARDS & STATIONERY 
SANDWICHES - CHILLED & FRESH FOOD 
TOBACCO - SOFT DRINKS - FRUIT & VEG 
CONFECTIONAR'I - GROCERY - NATIONAL LOTTERY 
Mon-Sat: Sam- 1 Opm - Sun: 9am-1 Opm 

Post Office: Mo/Tu/Th!Fr: 9am-lpm, 2pm-5.30pm - Wed: 9am-lpm - Sat: 9am-12.30pm 



Community Centre looks to the future 
The Community Centre 
has two new administra
tors - and a new chair
person. And soon, hope
fully, a better building. 

After nine years' setvice, Mary Mahabir is 
stepping down as administrator. Her place 
is being taken, on a job-sharing basis, by 
Beverley Barrett and Sue Hughes. Bever
ley has been in Jericho for three years, and 
Sue for six. Both have children who have 
attended the nursery at the centre and then 
gone on to the school. 

"We are very proud to be part of 
the Jericho community," says Beverley. 
She points out the many groups that use the 
centre: "Three ballet groups, bingo, tai chi, 
a playgroup, a lunch club, life dance, 
Egyptiari dance, the Sunday school, youth 
drama, art classes, aerobics, a parents and 
toddlers group, and an art cafe." One of the 
newest classes is self-defence for men, 
women and children. But Beverley and 
Sue think there is still a lot more potential: 
"There is room for development in all 
areas of the centre, and we would greatly 
appreciate ideas and voluntary help from 
local residents and potential users". 

The committee that runs the 
centre also has a new chaitperson - Jan 
Needle, who at the AGM in April took 
over from Fr. Michael Wright who wishes 
to concentrate on fund-raising activities for 
the church. The centre is self-funding and 
has charitable status. Most of the income 
comes from letting the upper floors for 
offices. In the last financial year it regis
tered a small surplus after losses in 1994. 

As reported in the last edition of 
the Echo, plans have been drawn up to 

Secret gardens 
Jericho has some marvellous gardens. Our 
few front gardens vary from the exuberant 
(Juxon Street) to the elegant (Richmond 
Road) - with a thick scatter of weeds and 
bicycles in between 

Unfortunately, most of the rest 
are hidden behind the houses. In Rich
mond Road, one I have enjoyed is laid out 
in formal beds, each one corning to its best 
as the weather tempts one further away 
from the house, and ending up in an arch 
of cypresses. Another has a vine-shaded 
arbour. In Walton Street, one garden has a 
long brick wall covered with perfectly 
trained fruit trees. 

A satisfied user at the playgroup 

remodel the centre. City Council Com
munity Recreation Officer, Janet Tonge, 
presented the latest plans at the recent Area 
Committee Meeting. The idea is to make 
more flexible use of the ground floor by 
having movable barriers instead of the 
current walls. There would also be a toilet 
for the disabled and a much bigger kitchen. 
The front door will be moved round the 
corner to a new entrance in Cardigan Street 
to allow for a more welcoming foyer area. 
The total cost, depending on the extent of 
the refmbishment, is around £110,000. An 
application has been made to the National 
Lottery for £91 ,500 of this. The response 
to the application is unlikely to be received 
before the summer. 

lf the answer is no, then the 
scheme would have to be considered as an 
item of capital expenditure by the Council 
Finance Committee. However, the odds 
against success here may be even greater 
than for the lottery. The Council already 
has bids for nearly £1.5 million of capital 
schemes which it has agreed but for which 
it does not have the money. So it could 
take some time. 

Victor Street also has some 
imaginative gardens. One skilful gardener, 
who unfortunately cannot bend, has lifted 
the whole garden using raised beds to make 
it accessible at waist height. A neighbour 
has a labour-saving garden redolent of 
Provence - simply made of terraces of 
white pebbles and darlc-leafed shrubs, 
along with an old pear tree and, in the 
summer, brilliant pots of geraniums. Those 
with a sporting inclination might be in
spired by a cricket enthusiast in Cranham 
Street who has created a 'pitch' where he 
practices all summer by hitting a ball 
swinging on a long string from a tree . 

Liza Picard, Cranham Street. 

--~ ·:. ......... : .. :::=.-.-•.. 

Litlinfl. memories 
... : :··: ::::::::: :_:::- -: :: :·;: :-; ~:;:;·::-:~i;:~=~·~:::·:·::·:=ji;:=·==·:~:;~; ; .: :: :.: :. . . . . . . . 

Shops and shopping in 
Jericho between the wars. 
"We had a lovely lot of little shops all 
owned by individual people . You went in 
with your penny - and turned it over 
three times before you could decide 
what you would spend it on . There was a 
shop on every corner. We had a church . 
We had the schools . We had the shops
and a lot of pubs. And even clothes . 
People say 'Oh you couldn ' t buy 
clothes' , but there was Capes in Walton 
Street. I know it wasn 't a big shop, and it 
wasn't fashionable, but you could buy 
anything . And at the top of the road was 
a cinema, which was then called the 
Scala . We even had our own under
taker, Mr Shirley. Jericho was a complete 
village . " 

Ivy Stone. 

"My earliest memory of Jericho is of the 
dairy on the corner of Cranham Street 
and Albert Street. He delivered milk to 
the door on a motor bike and sidecar. 
The owner had two churns on the side 
car, with two measures hooked on the 
side, either a pint or a half pint. He used 
to dip in, and slop out into your jug. 

"When my grandfather lived in 
53 Wellington Street he was called a 
beer retailer. In the list of occupations in 
the old street directories of Jericho there 
were a whole crowd of beer retailers . 
They just sold it by the jug from their own 
homes." 
John Taylor 
These reminiscences were recorded as 
part of an adult education class in 
Jericho. Further details from Margaret 
Bonfiglioli, NA WOCEC, Tel: 52295. We 
will include more in future issues, and 
would also welcome other contributions. 

Our thanks again to Oxford University Press 
for printing this issue of the Jericho Echo 

Help wanted in Jericho 

Car Hire - I would like to hire a car 
from someone local occasionally, 
either for cash or under the Local 
Exchange and Trading System 
(LETS) . If you would like to discuss 
this - or would like to know how LETS 
works, please give me a call. 

Admin/Secretarial Help - Hours by 
arrangement. 

Cleaner - On a regular basis. 

Phone:514368.Askfor0av~. 
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Nostalgia Cinema Club- This is a new 
club for the over-50s, based at the Phoenix. 
Members can choose their own film fa
vourite to be featured at the monthly 
screenings. On May 8 at 2pm the film is the 
Gene Kelly classic Singin ' in the Rain. 
Admission: £1.50. 
The Befriending Network- We train and 
support volunteers to give practical and 
emotional support to people living at home 
with life-threatening or terminal illness. 
Using the Buddy Service for people ill with 
AIDS as a model, we offer a similar 
positive and holistic scheme to give 
one-to-one support to people at home, 
whatever the nature of their illness. Our 
office is on the top floor of the Jericho 
Community Centre. If you would like to 
know more, please contact us: Alison 
Frankland or Diana Senior. Tel: 311252. 
An evening with Alan Bennett - In aid of 
the St. Barnabas Appeal, Alan Bennett will 
read from his own works. Sunday 16 June, 
7.30 pm. Tickets from Blackwells, or at 
Church 11.45am Sundays, £12.50. 
Gala Concert - In aid of the St. Barnabas 
Appeal. Magdalen College Choristers, 
Goldberg Variations. Friday 28 June 
7.30pm. Jacqueline du Pre Building, St. 
Hilda's College. Tickets from Blackwells, 
or the Vicarage (57530), £10. 
Syringes - If you fmd a syringe on the 
field, or elsewhere, ring Environmental 
Health on 252382, 8.30am-5pm. Out of 
hours, ring the Police on 266000 and ask 
for the rota team. Be prepared to give the 
exact location and number of syringes, and 
whether they are loose or in a container. 
Police contact numbers - Community 
Policeman - PC Liam O 'Donovan, Tel: 
266229. At St. Aldates Police Station: 
General Enquiries, 266000; Crime Desk, 

266333 ; Confidential Crime Line, 791066. 
Jericho Pre-School - For children aged 
2-5 years . This runs five mornings a week 
during term time at the Community Centre 
9am-11 .30am. Children are provided with 
a stimulating, caring, anti-racist, anti
sexist, environment, in which to develop 
their individual needs. For further details 
please contact the Pre-School Manager, 
Stacey Mayell. Tel: 514562. 
St Barnabas Church extends a warm 
welcome to all in Jericho. Parish Eucha
rist: 10.30am evety Sunday. Vicar: Fr. 
Michael Wright. Tel: 57530. 
British Legion- We would like to thank 
the residents of Jericho, Kingston Road 
and the side streets for their support of the 
1995 Poppy Appeal which raised £1,665-
a 25% increase on 1994. Any ex-service 
personnel or their dependants who have a 
quety, or would like to join the local 
branch, can contact Sid Black, 22 Canal 
Street. Tel: 53498. 
Junior Sports and Activities Club- This 
weekly club which now has about 20 
members offers a variety of activities for 
9-13 year olds. Tuesday, 7.00pm-9.00pm 
based in the Community Centre. 
Meetings of the Jericho Community 
Association- This is the committee which 
administers the Jericho St Barnabas 
Community Centre and also serves as a 
focal point for number of local activities . 
Its monthly meetings are open to all 
Jericho residents. Please come along. 
Forthcoming meetings are at 7.30pm on 13 
May, 10 June, 8 July, and 9 September. 
Next issue of the Jericho Echo - This 
will be September 1996. If you want to 
contribute or include announcements or 
advertising please address them to the 
Jericho Echo, 51 Cranham Street. 

The Jericho Echo is published by the Jericho Community Association, Jericho 
Community Centre, Canal Street, Oxford. Editor: Peter Stalker, 51 Cranham St. Tel : 
52794 or 514922 . If you can help with distribution, please contact Philippa Foot. 
Tel : 571 30 . This edition printed courtesy of Oxford University Press, Walton Street, 
from artwork supplied by the editor. 
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Bathrooms 
Showers 

Central Heating 
SERVICES 

Mutton Yard, 46 Richmond Road, Oxford OX1 2JT. Tel : 56688 
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Quality Woolshop 
Specialising in 
the Handmade 

Handknits, blanket chests, silk scarves, 
quilts, jewellery, bedspreads, pottery 

Monday-Saturday 1 Oom-6pm 

1 04 WALTON STREET 
OXFORD 311 008 

D·A·Ift{~ 
~~~ 
~~~ 

Tel: 53014/54822 

All credit cards welcome 
106 Walton Street 

GOODNEWS 
NEWSAGENT 

Convenience grocer 
Sandwiches 

Hot & Cold Drinks and Pies 
Cigarettes & Tobacco 

Confectionary 
Newspapers & Magazines 
delivered in Jericho area 

only 50p a week delivery charge 

151 Watton Street. Tel: 311886 

JL, lRl~ JfAYNlE 
lEJLE<ClrlRJ <C J[AN 

LIGHTS, SOCKETS, 
REPAIRS, SECURITY 

ECONOMY? 

Tel: 770123 

20 HUNTER CLOSE, 
COWLEY,OXFORD,OX42PX 


