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Jericho tenants organize 
Jericho's council tenants 
should soon have a 
Tenants' Association to 
look after their interests. 
Jericho has not had a tenants ' organization 
for some years, but in recent weeks a group 
of tenants have come together to set up a 
new association. They have had several 
meetings with a representative from the 
Oxford Federation of Tenants' Associa
tions, and on 4 November there will be an 
open meeting in Grantham House to adopt 
a constitution and elect officers. 

Jericho has around 300 Council tenant 
households. Some of the largest numbers 
can be found in Grantham House, Whit
worth Place, and the flats in Jericho Street 
though the Council has also acquired in~ 
dividual houses. According to the 1991 
Census, about one-quarter of households 
in Jericho were in Council housing. While 
the Association will be for Council tenants 
only, the community as a whole will 
benefit since the group is likely to be 
taking up issues like street lighting, park
ing and vandalism which are of interest to 
everyone. 

Community organization in Jericho has 
taken three main forms: the Residents' 
Association; the Community Association; 
and the Tenants ' Association. Back in the 
late 1960s and early 1970s, when there 
were threats to bulldoze most of Jericho's 
housing, a very lively Residents ' Associa
tion sprang up to defend the area. But 
when most of those battles had been won 
the interest in the Association subsided 
and eventually it folded. 

Since then, community issues have 
largely been resolved through the Jericho 
Community Association. Strictly speak
ing, this is a group of Jericho people, 
currently chaired by Jan Needle, who 
volunteer to help run the Jericho St. 
Barnabas Community Centre in Canal 
Street. But the same group also organizes 
other activities such as the annual street 
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fair and publishes the Jericho Echo. And 
when there are urgent issues of local 
concern - as happened with the row over 
residents ' parking - most of the local 
protest was voiced through the Community 
Association. In fact, everyone who lives in 
Jericho is actually a member of the Asso
ciation and can come along and join in the 
meetings which are held on the second 
Monday of each month. 

Until recent years, there was also a 
Tenants ' Association. This emerged in the 
rnid-1980s from Whitworth Place. Resi
dents tllere were protesting about vagrants 
corning in and sleeping in door spaces and 
also about the lack of adequate lighting. 
Led by Beryl and Eddie James tlley formed 
a Tenants' Association. This proved so 
successful that they were asked to extend 
the group to residents in other Council 
properties. They did so, and it ran for a few 
years, with all sorts of activities and out
ings, but when different people took over 

as officers it too faded away. One of the 
advantages of having an association is that 
it gives Jericho a stronger voice in the 
Carfax Tenants' Forum. At present Jericho 
tenants are represented here by Jenny 
Barsley of Grantham House, but she has to 
serve as an individual. 

One reason why there has been less 
pressure for local organization is that many 
community functions have been served by 
the ·Jericho Area Cornn1ittee · meetings 
held three or four times a year. Why tllis is 
called a ·committee· is anyone· s guess. In 
fact tllis is an open meeting organized (and 
funded) by the City Council that allows 
you to grill local councillors and Council 
officers. 

The meeting on 6 October proved to be 
quite a noisy affair, with residents ' parking 
again to the fore . Councillor Susanna 
Pressel said that the parking item on the 
agenda was to discuss issues of parking 
place layout - including the possibility of 
spaces for short-term parking during the 
day but reserved for residents at night. 
Some residents, however, were keen to 
discuss the whole subject, including the 
explosive issue of potential charges. Since 
traffic policy is a County matter, however, 
and there were no County officers present, 
the discussion was cut short. Parking will 
come under review in the coming months 
-and we will cover it in the next Echo. If 
you have views on this, you should contact 
the Councillors - and also come along to 
the next Area Committee meeting. 

WALTDI\I !iTREET PD!iT OFFICE 
Open for your convenience for:-

,OST OFFICE - CARDS & STATIONERY 
SANDWICHES - CHILLED & FRESH FOOD 
TOBACCO - SOFT DRINKS- FRUIT & VEG. 
CONFECTIONARY- GROCERY- NATIONAL LOTTERY 
Mon-Sat: 8 a.m.-1 0 p.m.- Sun: 9 a.m.-1 0 p.m. 

Po.,t Office: Moil'u/Th!Fr: 9 a.m.-/ p.m., 2 p.m.-5.30 p.m. - Wed: 9 a.m.-/ p .m. -Sat: 9 a.m.-12.30 p.m. 
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What was that? Brisk business at street fair 
AN OCCASIONAl GOIO£ TO 
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JERICHO'S t>tSllNcrlVE BOilOINGS 

Mutton Yard is a picturesque hidden 
courtyard off Richmond Road. These 
buildings were derelict and inhabited by 
squatters until the 1970s when they were 
bought by Ron Mutton of A1 Plumbing 
and Heating. He converted them into an 
office for his business and three flats 
which are let out to American visitors or 
students. 

Originally they were part of a 
slaughterhouse, and an elderly woman 
resident used to tell Mr Mutton of the 
former 'glories' of the yard when pigs 
would squeal and run around . The 
slaughterhouse supplied meat to several 
butchers including Hedges and Pratley 
who are still in business . The original 
cobble stones are still there, though now 
surrounded by pretty gardens . Mr Mutton, 
whose initials, appropriately enough, are 
RAM., still has the original cauldron in 
which the offal was put to feed the pony 
who presumably drew the cart in which 
the unfortunate animals arrived. 

The buildings are all quite small, so A 1 
has deliberately kept the office staff small 
so it can continue to use them. Mr Mut
ton 's son, also runs an enterprise from 
part of this miniature complex - arrang
ing trips to India and the Far East. 
Jenny Barsley, Grantham House 

Jericho 's street fair this year was a great 
success, thanks to the efforts of the new 
Community Centre administrator Carolyn 
Dutton. In a break with tradition, the fair 
was held in July, and the large number of 
people who attended enjoyed the warmer, 
drier weather. 

There was plenty of entertaimnent. The 
children liked the Punch and Judy, the 
bouncy castle and the roundabout. And 
there were canal boat rides from College 
Cruisers. The music this year was out
standing, with three great bands : the Force 
18 Big Band, the Stonesfield Silver Band, 
and John Hinkes and Friends. 

The draw had some excellent prizes, 
including meals for two at two of our local 
restaurants . Thanks to all the businesses 
who contributed prizes, including Le Petit 
Blanc, Rosamund the Fair, Sainsburys, 
Walton Street Post Office, Mahogany Hair 
Salon, Dillon's bookshop, and Nellie's 
Deli. We were also grateful to Comtel for 
providing barricades. 

We could perhaps have done with a few 
more stalls, but those who were there did 
good business. The Labour Party made an 
appearance though, in the spirit of 
thrusting New Labour perhaps, decided to 
shift from its allotted position. The Tories 
were understandably absent, perhaps 

Crime consultation 
If you are concerned about vandalism, 
burglary, car theft, or crime in general, then 
you will get a chance to meet your local 
police officers at a meeting of the 'Local 
Area Community/Police Consultative 
Group ' . 

This will be held at the Community 
Centre on 23 October at 7.30 p.m. This 
meeting is not restricted to local residents. 
It is held in a different part of the city each 
time. Now it is Jericho's turn, so this is a 
good chance to express your concerns. 

C 
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85 Walton Street, Oxford OX2 6EA. Tel: 311550. Fax: 310130 

2 - Jericho Echo - October 199 7 

An international occasion - US visitor. 12-year
o/d Chris Patrick Fonarev. selling balloom. 

licking their wounds, but where were the 
Liberal Democrats or the Greens? 

There was plenty of good food which 
was provided by volunteers, and ranged 
from hamburgers to Mexicanfajitas. 

Next year's fair promises to be bigger 
and better. Do you think it should again be 
held in July instead of mid-May? Please let 
us know at the Echo. 
George Taylor, Gt. Clarendon Street. 

After years without any new books on 
Jericho, sure enough two come along at 
once . Following the Jericho Sketchbook, 
featured in our last issue, we now have 
The Changing Faces of Jericho. This is 
one of a series on different parts of Ox
ford and is written by Julie Kennedy. She 
now lives in Woodstock, but lived in 
Juxon Street in the mid- 1970s. Julie is an 
accountant, but also a member of the 
Family History Society. 

One of her starting points, she says, 
was a map of Jericho she saw in the 
Centre for Oxfordshire Studies . She then 
went on to talk to many individuals and 
businesses, and worked on the book for 
about six months . Published in June, it is 
proving popular: by the end of August it 
had sold about 500 copies. 

Julie is now preparing for 'Jericho -
Book 2' . This, she says, will be 'more of 
the same' with materials that she could 
not find the first time round. So she is 
keen to hear from anyone who has in
formation, and particularly photographs, 
that they would like to be included. Her 
phone number is : (0 1993) 812258 . 



Revealing the history of Richmond Road IT3C?B@002'7 000 

Helen Hatcher, who has 
just won a local history 
prize from the Oxford 
Times, explains why she 
has been snooping around 
Richmond Road. 

Residents of Riclunond Road must have 
noticed me last year (aided and abetted by 
my embarrassed and weary nephew) anx
iously measuring their house frontages , or 
noting the number of chimney pots, or 
taking pictures of their houses . Feeling 
very aware of the new 'Neighbourhood 
Watch· stickers in most of our front win
dows. I did try to explain to anyone who 
challenged me that it was all part of my 
Open University Course. Honest! I am 
grateful to the Jericho Echo for the chance 
to ex'J)lain this to a few more people. 

My interest really started when I noticed 
that. although the houses in Riclunond 
Road are all recognizably 'Victorian', they 
are all very different. At the top of the street 
is a terrace of two-up-and-two-down 
chequered brick 'working-class ' houses, 
built around 1830 when the suburb of 
Jericho was first being developed. Further 
down, and on the opposite side of the 
street, there are three terraces of 
architect-designed ·artisans' cottages ', 
built around the mid-1860s. 

In the mid-1870s another 20 large 
houses were added- semi-detached ' Vic
torian Gothic' - linking working-class 
Jericho with middle-class Walton Street. 
The four last houses in the street (numbers 
41-44), with their two indoor WCs and 
front gardens, were built in 1880 directly 
opposite the earliest terraces that had only 
lean-to sculleries, outside WCs, and en
trances directly onto the pavement. 

I had many questions. Did Worcester 
Terrace belong to Jericho, or to Walton 
Street- or was it a 'buffer zone' between 
the two? Who lived in these houses? Could 

anyone have expected middle-class buyers 
(with horses) to move into a working-class 
area? 

The answers to some of these questions 
were fairly easily arrived at. Worcester 
Terrace, Worcester Place and Walton 
Crescent were not part of the original de
velopment of Jericho. They were all built 
on a piece of land ('Smith's Close') that 
was separated from Nelson Street and 
enclosed by a wall . 

As for the style of houses, in the 1860s it 
seems that St John's College was hoping 
for artisan/middle-class residents . And in 
the 1870s the speculators just simply 
continued to build the type of house they 
were building all over North Oxford. In 
fact , however, the censuses show that the 
people who moved in were predominantly 
college servants and/or university lodging 
house keepers, so perhaps the area was 
affected by the proximity of a working
class suburb. 

People were quite loyal to Smith's Close 
and moved around the triangle of streets as 
families grew or declined, or people de
cided to expand their lodging house busi
ness. Several families can be followed 
through the 1871, 1881 , and 1891 cen
suses. Some of them have literally left their 
mark such as a family name scratched on a 
window at number 35, and the anvil in the 
shed of number 37 (Thomas Sutters, a 
blacksmith, lived there in 1891). And other 
questions were answered. Why is the side 
wall of number 5 only one brick thick? The 
Ordnance Survey map of 1878 shows that 
the terrace originally had another two 
houses. One of was subsequently removed 
and the other incorporated into number 6 -
so this was originally an inside wall. 

Other residents of 'Smith's Close' 
probably have similar clues to the past in 
their houses. Please let me know if you 
have noticed anything - I'd like my study 
to be as complete as possible. 
Helen Hatcher, Richmond Road. 

A 1 Plumbing a Heating 

ll 11~ Bathrooms 
Showers 

Central Heating 
SERVICES 

Mutton Yard, 46 Richmond Road, Oxford OX1 2JT. Tel : 556688 

Church reaches target 
St Barnabas Church has achieved its 
£250,000 target for the Restoration 
Appeal - finishing with an extremely 
generous donation from Lord Palumbo . 
Thanks to everyone who contributed . 
Nearly £200,000 has been spent on the 
work so far. Now it is hoped to be able to 
level the floor which has become quite 
dangerous. 

Hands off the school 
St Barnabas School was painted during 
the summer. As well as looking smarter, 
1t also now has 'anti-climb' paint on the 
drainpipes . The idea is to dis-
suade children who might 
be playing there out of 
school hours from 
climbing up to the roof. 
The paint is very sticky 
black stuff that is difficult 
to remove - so would-be 
mountaineers are ad
vised to stick to the climbing frame . 

Canal housing stalled 
The housing development alongside the 
canal has stalled for the time being while 
British Waterways negotiates with a 
prospective developer. You may have 
noticed some construction activity, but 
this is only Thames Water occupying part 
of the site to replace their pumping sta
tion. Meanwhile Rosamund the Fair, the 
temporary occupants, have certainly 
smartened the place up . 

lucys makes a bid 
Lucys' proposals for new flats on their site 
at the bottom of Juxon Street seem likely 
to proceed . The Council says that new 
housing developments should make 
some contribution to 'social housing' (for 
poorer households) . However this need 
not be on the same site, and Lucys have 
chosen instead to make a financial 
contribution to such housing elsewhere 
in the city. All that remains to be settled is 
how much they should pay. 

Chess mate wanted 
The children at St Barnabas school need 
someone to come for half an hour each 
week to help run the chess club . Contact 
Hilary Hiorns, Tel : 557178. 

Our thanks again to Oxford University Press 
for printing this issue of the J erich a Echo 
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Community Centre Cafe - Open Satur
day mornings, for coffee, tea, muffins and 
pastries . 
Jericho Playgroup - For children aged 
2-5 years. This runs five mornings a week 
during tenn time at the Community Centre, 
9 a.m.-11.30 a.m. For further details 
please contact 557902 . 
Jericho Youth Group - This weekly club, 
which has about 20 members, offers a 
variety of activities for 8-12 year-olds. 
Tuesdays, 7.00 p.m.-9.00 p.m. Contact 
Denise or Neil Townsend, Tel: 559648. 
Bingo - Wednesdays, 7 p.m.-9 p.m. 
Community Centre. 
Parents and Toddlers Group - Meets 
every Thursday in the school library, 9 
a.m.-10 a.m. 
Councillors' surgeries - Councillors for 
West Ward hold surgeries on the first 
Saturday of each month from 11.00 a.m. to 
12.00 p.m. at the Community Centre. lf 
you have problems, or just want to bend 
their ears, please come along. 
Therapeutic counselling - Available at 
affordable rates . Contact (01235) 528180 
for further information or to arrange an 
initial appointment. 
Free Legal Advice - Clinics on first and 
third Fridays of the month at the Com
munity Centre, starting 7 and 21 Novem
ber. Sponsored by Bower and Bailey So
licitors, Summertown. Contact Philip 
Boardman, Tel: 31113 3. 
Community Centre rooms for hire - lf 
you would like to book an event, class or 
private party, please contact Carolyn Dut
ton on 557902. 

Life Drawing- Saturdays, ll a.m.-1 p.m. . 
Contact Chris Nirrenski, Tel: 559004. 
Drama - 8-12 year-olds. Sundays, 4 
p.m.-5 .30 p.m. Contact Claire Nelson, Tel: 
552764. 
Yoga- Sundays, 11 a.m.-12 p.m. Contact 
Joe Bum, Tel: 715147. 
Tai Kuon Do- Sundays, 6.15 p.m.-8.15 
p.m. Contact J. Warren, 41 Oliver Road, 
Cowley OX4 2JQ. 
Wing Chun- Mondays and Wednesdays, 
7 p.m.-9 p.m. Contact Ed Yuan, Tel: 
862518. 

Cleaning/Maintenance Person - Wanted 
for Community Centre. lO hours per week, 
£50. lf you are interested, contact Carolyn 
Dutton on 557902. 
Handel's Messiah - At St Barnabas 
Church. In aid of Michael Sobell House 
Hospice. Oxford Pro Musica Singers and 
Oxford Sinfonia, conducted by Michael 
Smedley. Saturday 18 October, 7.30 p.m. 
Tickets available from Blackwells: £10, 
concessions and children £8. 
Syringes - Please warn your children 
about the dangers. lf you find a syringe, 
please do not try to dispose of it yourself. 
Instead, ring Street Services on 747390, 
8.30 a.m.-5 p.m. Out of hours, ring the 
Police on 266000. lfyou know of someone 
who has a drug or alcohol problem, Libra 
on 749800 can offer advice. 
Police contact numbers - Jericho ' s 
Community Beat Officer is currently PC 
Mick Vockins in the temporary absence of 
Nicky Hampshire who has been seconded 
to a murder investigation. He can be 
contacted on 552633. General Enquiries, 
266000; Confidential Crime Line, 791066. 
Neighbourhood Watch: 266237 . 
St Barnabas Anniversary - The church 
was dedicated on 19 October 1869. (St 
Frideswide ' s Day, patron saint of Oxford). 
This year the feast day falls on a .Sunday 
and all are welcome at 10.30 a.m. for the 
service. Lunch, for those who have 
booked, follows at Worcester College. 
Christmas Sale - Craft and antique 
dealers who would like stalls at this event 
at the Community Centre on Sunday 7 
December, please ring 557902. 

Ballet (Karen Sellick) - Tuesdays, 6.30 
p.m.-8.30 p.m. Tel: 248497. 
Ballet (Jill Saint) -Thursdays, 4 p.m.-6 
p.m. Tel :(Ol869) 350535. 
ESOL (English) - Thursdays, 10.00 
a.m.-12 p.m. Contact Helen Adams, Tel : 
728689. 
Egyptian Dance - Wednesdays, 6.15 
p.m.-9.00 p.m. (from 15 Oct.) . Contact: 
Katrina Robinson, Tel : 777462. 
Guitar - Could start in the New Year. 
Call: 557902. 
Computers - Interested in joining com
puter classes? Call: 557902. 

The Jericho Echo is published by the Jericho Community Association, Jericho 
Community Centre, Canal Street, Oxford. Editor: Peter Stalker, 51 Cranham 
St. Tel: 552794 or 514922 . If you can help with distribution, please contact 
Philippa Foot. Tel : 557130. This edition printed courtesy of Oxford 
University Press, Great Clarendon Street, from artwork supplied by the editor. 
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Walton Street 

Books 
We buy and sell 

books in most subjects 
C/Ji/Oten s-Dramall7Jeatre 
AIV Alc/Jitecrwe-Biograplly 
Fiction-Hisroty-Poetty 
SF: Famasy-771co/ogy-etc 
!Booksearcll available/ 

Open 1 0 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Mon.-Sat & occasionally Sunday 
48 Walton Street Tel:511 992. 

You are ltwited to our 
Parel'lt aMd r oddler &roup 

Fai\tily Lut1ch 
Thursdays , 12 pm -3 pm 
at the Community Centre 

~A~IES wacOME! 
FREE SUPERVISED PLAYROOM. 

LOTS OF ACTIVITIES 
SAND. SINGING. PI.AYDOUGH 

+<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<+ 
v " ~GOOD NEWS~ 
~ NEWSAGENT ~ 
V Convenience grocer " 
V Sandwiches 1\. 
~ Hot & Cold Drinks and Pies ~ 
V Cigarettes & Tobacco " 
V Confectionary 1\. 
V Newspapers & Magazines 1\. 
V delivered in Jericho area A 
V only 50p a week delivery charge 1\. 
~ 151 Walton Street. Tel: 311886 ~ 

+>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>+ 

Jude the 
Obscure 

A pub in Jericho 

Food served daily 

54 Walton Street. Tel: 557309 


