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Fresh wave of vandalism 
Jericho seems to be going 
through another wave of 
car crime and vandalism. 

Jericho residents have become in
creasingly concerned at the number of 
cars with smashed windows - par

ticularly those parked at the top of Great 
Clarendon Street. 

This trend is confirmed by figures is
sued by the police. Thefts from cars in 
Jericho more than doubled last year. 
Comparing the period January to Novem
ber 1997 with the same period for 1996, 
the number of reported thefts from cars 
increased from 40 to 92. 

Not all the crime news is bad. Burgla
ries from houses fell from 83 to 53 over 
this period, and from businesses from 27 to 
20, while the number of violent incidents 
also fell, from 17 to 11 . And the number of 
cars stolen in Jericho also fell , from 31 to 
17. Nevertheless we still have one of the 
highest crime rates in the city. 

Are the criminals being caught? Very 
few. The detection rate tends to be highest 
for crimes of violence (73%), but the rates 
are much lower for household burglaries 
(21 %) car theft (11 %). And when it comes 
to theft from cars, scarcely anyone is 
caught at all. 

Oxford 's Police Area Commander, 
Superintendent Cressida Dick, responded 
to Jericho residents ' concerns at a recent 
meeting in the Community Centre. She 
said that the vast majority of serious 
crimes, particularly those concerned with 
vehicles, are committed by people feeding 
drug habits, and she said that the reduction 
in burglaries probably reflects the police's 
targeting of known offenders. But there 
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have been fewer successes with car 
break-ins - a surveillance operation in 
Great Clarendon Street did not catch 
anyone in the act. 

These problems have also been deter
ring visitors. People who have signed up 
for classes at the Community Centre are 
increasingly reluctant to come in their cars 
for fear of what will happen to them- not 
just theft but also childish vandalism such 
as scratching the paintwork or removing 
windscreen wipers. 

In addition to the more serious crimes, 
people are also having problems with 
noisy and aggressive young people in the 
streets. Residents of Castle Mill House at 
the bottom of Juxon Street are having a 
particularly hard time. Gangs of young 
boys hang around in the stairwells. They 
regularly break lights and have vandalized 
cars in the car park. Lifts are a favourite 
target - the children frequently jam the 
buttons or smash the lights, and urinate in 
the lifts or cover them with graffiti. They 
also call out aggressively to people coming 
and going - fun if you are 12 or 14 years 
old, not so pleasant for older people. 

Some of the problems seem to arise 
because young people have little else to 
do. Facilities for teenagers in Jericho are 
pretty limited. This is a small area that 
cannot really support a youth club. There is 

a weekly youth group for 8-12 year-olds 
but nothing for the older children. Steve 
Nyman of the city's Youth and Commu
nity Service says that in fact many young 
people from Jericho attend centres outside 
the area. But he also emphasizes that the 
vast majority of young people are re
sponsible and well-behaved. The problems 
tend to come and go in waves, usually 
associated with one or two individuals. 

Recently there has been little evidence 
of police on the streets, since we have had 
to share a beat officer, PC Vockins, with 
Park Town. But that is about to change. 
The police are currently selecting a new 
beat officer specifically for Jericho and he 
or she should appear within the next month 
or two. 

Residents argue tlmt it's not worth re
porting incidents because perpetrators will 
be gone by the time the police show up. 
Superintendent Dick agrees that response 
times are longer for non-violent incidents, 
but asks that we do report everything so 
they know about the problems (see contact 
numbers on page 4). She also urged people 
to join Neighbourhood Watch schemes. 
Currently we only have two groups - in 
Great Clarendon Street and St. Barnabas 
Street. As always, one of the most effective 
deterrents to crime and vandalism is an 
alert and determined community. 

All the property 
expertise you will 

ever need is ... 
on your doorstep. 
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No. 27 Cranham Street 
This building, currently used by the tu
torial establishment Green College, has 
a varied history. As you might guess from 
its shape, it was originally constructed in 
the 1880s as a Wesleyan chapel. 
Though only the width of a terraced 
house, it is much deeper - extending 
across what would be the back garden. 

In 1922 the chapel was deconse
crated and turned into an architectural 
workshop. Then after the Second World 
War it was bought by a small ice cream 

business- called 'Walls', though whether 
this was linked with the national company 
is unknown . The building's purpose 
changed yet again when it was acquired 
for use as a garage by a removals 
company, Philip Brown of Eynsham, for 
one of its vans - and was fitted with the 
large doors you see today. 

Green College took over the building 
in the early 1980s to use it as a teaching 
laboratory- first renting and then buying 
the property . The walls inside are lined 
with pictures of Oxford scientists . Though 
still occupied by Green College, the 
building now has a new owner, so it may 
be destined for yet another incarnation . 
Jenny Barsley, Grantham House 

Arboreal inspiration needed 
If you can suggest public places for more trees 
or shrubs in Jericho, please contact one of the 
Councillors (seep. 4 for numbers). 

You are l10vltad -to our 
Panrrt aiOd Toddler troup 

Fatttily Luttch 
Thursdays, 1 2 pm -3 pm 
at the Community Centre 

IJAIJIES WElCOME.! 
FREE SUP£RIItSEO PlAYROOM. 

LOTS OF A'-lllllllES 
SAND, SINGING, PIAYOOUGH 

Festivities at the Bookbinders Arm. A party for around 60 of Jericho's pensioners was 
hosted in January by landlords Ben and Janet O'Brien, ably assisted by Carolyn Dutton, 
and attended by the Lord Mayor, with accordion accompaniment by Eamon Loughrey. 

Parking proposals 

The new parking regime seems to work 
fairly well . The most recent revision of 

parking bays increased the number of 
residents' spaces by about 200, and for now 
there appear to be enough to go round. 

Last year Council officers met with the 
Community Association and will do so 
again in the next month or so to discuss 
proposed revisions. After this, the pro-

posals will be on display in the Community 
Centre. Nothing dramatic is envisaged. 
Probably we will see more bays designated 
for 'dual usage' - available either for 
short-term visitors or for normal use by 
residents. And there may be bays desig
nated specifiCally for those with business 
pennits. If you want your concerns taken 
into account you should contact the 
Community Association, or one of your 
councillors (seep. 4). 

Spare a thought for Victorian Goths 

Jericho has a character all its own. From 
an 18th-Century iron foundry to a 

20th-Century publishing company - what 
other district can match us for diversity? 

The Victorians who built Jericho's 
two-up, two-down houses were heavily 
into Gothic; indeed the builders of several 
groups of houses must have shared a pat
tern book called Gothick Windows for Ar
tisan Cottages - any passing 
Goth would approve. 

Hence delightful 
pointed arches to the 
front windows, some
times separated by 
elegant lengths of iron 
scaffold pole (a build
ing material well known 

to the Goths) . 
The snag with the original sash win

dows is that 100 years later they don't 
work vexy well . They certainly let in the 
light but they also let in the cold air, so 
gradually we are all replacing them. And in 
some cases this has involved removing the 
arches. A formal conservation scheme 
would be one answer, but unlikely to ap-

pear in the near future . So in the 
meantime, if anyone is 

planning to install 
double glazing could 

they also spare a 
thought for those Vic
torian Goths? 
Liza Picard 
Cranham Street 
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This summer, Jeri- r7: 
cho 's popular Street 

Fair will be held on Sat

flit need even more help from vol
'ID4/IJ-Iilllfl .. fl J unteers willing to give a few 

hours to sell balloons, raffle 
tickets, ice cream or food -
or to supervise the bouncy 
castle. We would also like to 
have more live music and 

children's entertainers. Any

urday June 27. Those in
terested in having a stall at 
the fair should book as soon 
as possible. This year the 
prices have been reduced to 
£10 for commercial ventures 
and £8 for charities - or £5 if you 
bring your own table. We also 

one who would like to make a 
booking or to help on the day should 
call 557902. ,.._, __ _:. 

Council tenants form their Association 
The Jericho Ten ants' Association is now 

up and running - chaired by Sharon 
Robb from Jericho St. Some of the first 
priorities have been security. The flats in 
Jericho St., for example, have been due to 
have security doors installed, but this 
seems to have been taking a long time . 
Other tenants- are worried about the 

School to expand 
St Barnabas First School is set to expand 

in response to rising demand. New 
housing developments on the station site 
and at Oxford Waterside will increase the 
numbers of school-age children . The 
other local school, 'Phil & Jim's' in 
Leckford Road, has no room to grow. 

The first phase in March will extend the 
infant classrooms where Miss Matthews 
and Mrs Magnani teach . But the school 
also has a further £150,000 for addi
tional development. The plans for this 
development have yet to be finalized and 
work is unlikely to start before September. 

Another recent improvement at the 
school has been the creation of disabled 
access through the main entrance . This 
will not just help the children (one of 
whom uses a wheelchair) but also groups 
who use the school hall in the evening . In 
the near future the tree in the school field 
will also have a seat around it . 

lighting around their properties . The As
sociation is keen to attract new members 
and will be having two events at the 
Commun ity Centre: a Wine and Cheese 
Party on Monday 23 February at 7.30 
p.m . and a Jumble Sale on Saturday 7 
March at 11 .00 a .m. More information 
from Sharon Robb on 439813 . 

Jericho suffered the loss of three well
known people at the end of 1997. 
Sidney Black - Sid originally came from 
Northern Ireland. He was a tireless worker 
for the British Legion and many will recall 
him collecting in our streets for Poppy Day, 
and riding his motor scooter. We extend 
sympathy to his family. 
Jayne Bulpin - Jayne and Nigel used to 
run 'The Crown' in Canal Street and were 
the last landlords before it closed. At the 
time of her unexpected death Jayne had 
been preparing to go on holiday. Our 
sympathy to Nigel and the children. 
Menryn Langford - Mervyn worked at 
Worcester College. As a result of his 
sudden death, Linda and young Jonathan 
have had to move, but we are glad that they 
have found somewhere close by so that 
Jonathan can continue at St. Barnabas 
School. Our sympathy to them. 
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Church restoration 
Many thanks to everyone who contributed 
so generously to the appeal to restore the 
St Barnabas Church Tower and carry out 
other works . The target of £250,000 has 
been achieved . A thanksgiving service is 
planned for 21 May when it is hoped that 
Lord Runcie, former Archbishop of Can
terbury, will preach. All are welcome . 

Help wanted 
Half-Term Activities for Children - We 
would like classes and activities at the 
Community Centre to suit children . If you 
have any ideas, please let us know. 
Aerobics Teacher- We need someone to 
teach aerobics for daytime or evening 
classes . If you can help, please contact 
Carolyn Dutton on 557902. 

New flats for OUP 
Oxford University Press has placed a 
planning application with Oxford City 
Council for some flats to replace the 
single- and two-storey commercial 
buildings which currently exist on the 
north-eastern corner of Walton Cres
cent. These flats will provide short-term 
accommodation for overseas visitors to 
OUP. 

Boots and plants 
On Sunday 29 March, the Community 
Association will be holding a combined 
Car Boot and Plant Sale at St Barnabas 
School. Anyone who wants to have a 
plant stall should contact Carolyn Dutton 
on 557902. 

Doorstep recycling 
Apart from the Council recycling bins at 
the top of Cardigan Street, Jericho also 
has a doorstep collection by Oxfoe on the 
fourth Wednesday of each month. Their 
van will pick up newspapers and maga
zines, drinks cans, aluminium foil , 
clothes, other textiles and shoes . These 
don ' t need to be wrapped in any par
ticular way, but newspapers should be 
tied up or in a carrier bag as they can 
blow around. 

Bulky items can be removed by 
the Council: call 725912 . 
Usable furniture and electrical 
and other serviceable house
hold goods will be collected by 
the Oxford Council for Vol
untary Action : call 763698 . 

Our thanks again to Oxford University Press 
for printing this issue of the Jericho Echo 
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have been fewer successes with car 
break-ins - a surveillance operation in 
Great Clarendon Street did not catch 
anyone in the act. 

These problems have also been deter
ring visitors. People who have signed up 
for classes at the Community Centre are 
increasingly reluctant to come in their cars 
for fear of what will happen to them - not 
just theft but also childish vandalism such 
as scratching the paintwork or removing 
windscreen wipers. 

In addition to the more serious crimes, 
people are also having problems with 
noisy and aggressive young people in the 
streets. Residents of Castle Mill House at 
the bottom of Juxon Street are having a 
particularly hard time. Gangs of young 
boys hang around in the stairwells. They 
regularly break lights and have vandalized 
cars in the car park. Lifts are a favourite 
target - the children frequently jam the 
buttons or smash the lights, and urinate in 
the lifts or cover them with graffiti . They 
also call out aggressively to people corning 
and going- fun if you are 12 or 14 years 
old, not so pleasant for older people. 

Some of the problems seem to arise 
because young people have little else to 
do. Facilities for teenagers in Jericho are 
pretty limited. This is a small area that 
cannot really support a youth club. There is 

a weekly youth group for 8-12 year-olds 
but nothing for the older children. Steve 
Nyman of the city ' s Youth and Commu
nity Service says that in fact many young 
people from Jericho attend centres outside 
the area. But he also emphasizes that the 
vast tnajority of young people are re
sponsible and well-behaved. The problems 
tend to come and go in waves, usually 
associated with one or two individuals. 

Recently there has been little evidence 
of police on the streets, since we have had 
to share a beat officer, PC Vockins, with 
Park Town. But that is about to change. 
The police are currently selecting a new 
beat officer specifically for Jericho and he 
or she should appear within the next month 
or two. 

Residents argue tl1at it's not wortl1 re
porting incidents because perpetrators will 
be gone by the time the police show up. 
Superintendent Dick agrees that response 
times are longer for non-violent incidents, 
but asks that we do report everything so 
they know about the problems (see contact 
numbers on page 4). She also urged people 
to join Neighbourhood Watch schemes. 
Currently we only have two groups - in 
Great Clarendon Street and St. Barnabas 
Street. As always, one of the most effective 
deterrents to crime and vandalism is an 
alert and determined community. 
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