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What's going on in our pubs? 
Morrells have closed the 
Carpenters, revived the 
Bookbinders, and are now 
focusing on the Globe. 

Sunday lunchtime on November 23 
was a sad occasion for many Jericho 
residents as they said farewell to 

Mick and Sue Simmonds, the landlords at 
the Globe. In September the 'brewery' gave 
them notice that they would have to quit 
within weeks. The Simmonds were shocked 
by this - as were regulars at the pub who 
had known them not just as landlords but 
as friends who provided valuable commu
nity services, particularly through the 
weekly lunches Sue prepared for older peo
ple. Customers organized a petition but 
there was no response from the brewery. 

The Simmonds initially refused to leave 
and when the Morrells beer ran out started 
to get their supplies from another brewery. 
But eventually, they came to an agreement 
and finally left Jericho for a flat at 
Dennington Bridge. 

The problems at the Globe are another 
symptom of the £48-million takeover in 
1998 ofMorrells Brewery and its 132 pubs 
by a newly-created company- 'Morrells of 
Oxford'. Its main shareholder is multimil
lionaire Michael Cannon who made his 
fortune developing two other pub chains 
and now lives in the us where he also owns 
a hamburger chain called Fuddruckers. 

The new Morrells promptly shut the 
loss-making brewery and started buying its 
beer from Greene King. But it claims that 
most of the pubs are 'in line for big invest
ment'. The company made a bad start in 
Jericho last year, closing the cosy old Car
penters Arms which had operated in Nel
son Street since 1870. The pub was con
sidered 'unviable' and the building has now 
become two houses. On the other hand they 
did put a lot of money into the Bookbind
ers in Canal Street, whose formerly dull 
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Sue Simmonds (left) says goodbye to regulars at the Globe in Cranham Street 

interior has been converted into an enter
taining, if bizarre, theme pub - a cross 
between an 'Olde Englishe Inne' and a cha
otic antique shop. Don't bother trying to 
liberate the casually-placed bric-a-brac -
it's stuck down. Perhaps to create the illu
sion that this is a free house the pub seems 
to have no Morrells sign and offers a great 
selection of guest beers. 

Morrells' new policy now seems to be 
to replace tenant landlords with manag
ers. That way they keep more of the prof
its. But even the best manager fmds it hard 
to create the same kind of atmosphere as a 
landlord. The only remaining Morrells 
landlord in Jericho is now Noel O'Reilly 
who transformed the Prince of Wales into 
the highly successful Jude the Obscure 
which has also become a leading arts 
venue. This month Noel sponsored a strik
ing exhibition of paintings of Oxford. 

Of Jericho's other pubs, the Harcourt 
Arms, maintains its pleasant, comfortable 
atmosphere. The Radcliffe Arms was up 
for sale earlier this year, but did not change 
hands. It continues to attract customers for 
its good, inexpensive food. The Philanderer 
and Firkin does have a new owner since 
Bass bought the Firkin chain. Maybe they 
could restore the historic name of the 'Jeri-

cho Tavern'. This and the other Walton 
Street pubs are less rowdy now that George 
Street offers alternatives for a lager-fuelled 
Saturday night. 

After the Simmonds left the Globe, 
some regulars started to boycott it but they 
now seem to be drifting back. Thankfully 
it now seems that the pub is not to be 
closed, nor will it be a 'theme pub'. In
stead it is to get a more modest refurbish
ment, with work due to start in the new 
year. Just as well. From 24 licensed 
premises at one point we are now down to 
six. We can't afford to lose any more. 
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Store 
Groceries - Off-licence 
Newspaper deliveries 

Open 7.30 a.m. to 9 p.m. Seven days 
a week, and through the holidays 

except Christmas Day. 
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New vista for Cranham Terrace? 

Lucy's propose to build seven two
bedroom 'mews houses' to replace 
a row of 18 garages between the back 

of Juxon Street and Venables Close. This 
is a potential view from Cranham Terrace 
looking east. Six of the houses are in one 
row, while the seventh is at right angles 
facing down the path. 

Earlier plans, for a larger number of 
flats, drew protests from residents, alarmed 
about the size and density of this in-fill de
velopment as well as by the flamboyant roof 
design. This new design has been toned 
down to fit in with Jericho, hence the 
pitched roof. However, local people are still 
concerned about the scale of the develop-

ment and its closeness to adjacent build
ings. One or two of the Lucy's houses in 
Juxon Street will also lose parts of their 
gardens. There are also doubts about ad
equate access for cars. 

One key issue will be garages. Planning 
officers are keen to maintain the number. 
The architects offer two options: one has 
13 garages; the other has 22. But they also 
say that a lower garage requirement could 
reduce the overall scale. The plans can be 
inspected at Ramsay House in St. Ebbes. 
Comments will be welcomed until around 
Christmas. The earliest Planning Commit
tee meeting at which it could be discussed 
would be on January 12. 

Reprieve for Jericho bus 
Jericho's bus service was 
rescued in the nick of time 
by the County Council. 

The Jericho service was making a loss 
and the Oxford Bus Company was 
unwilling to maintain it beyond 

October without a subsidy. Following 
sustained lobbying from local residents 
and city councillors, the Environmental 
Committee of the County Council 
eventually found some cash and put the 
service out to tender. 

Several companies made bids, includ
ing the Oxford Bus Company. But the most 
economical bid came from Thames Travel, 
a small company established in 1 998 to 
provide services in the Wallingford area. 
It already had an Oxford-Henley service, 
and simply extended this to Jericho. 

Though the service is now 
less frequent- once an hour 
-in some respects it is better. 
Jericho bus enthusiast John 
Radford points out that we 
can now ride on "a 
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Mercedes four-ton Plaxton wide-bodied 
30-seater midi-bus. Up to six of these 
whisper-quiet vehicles are on the route at 
any one time. And the centre aisle is wide 
enough to push a loaded four-wheeled 
shopping trolley right to the back". Since 
the same bus continues on to Henley, Jeri
cho residents now have the option of a 
scenic onward journey. And of course the 
respectable citizens of Henley can now 
explore the urban jungle of Jericho. 

The contract involves a subsidy of 
£36,000 per year until April 2002. But 
that does not mean we are secure until 
then. The contract can be cancelled on 
three months notice by either party. The 
bus company could say, for example, that 
its costs had become too high - though 
that is unlikely for the next year or two. A 

reater danger is that the County Council 
may not be able to con
tinue the subsidy for three 
years. In either case, the 
best way to secure the serv
ice is for as many people 
as possible to use it. 
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Beware bogus tradesmen 
In November two men called on one of 
our pensioners in Jericho Street saying 
they needed to turn off her water. With 
all the Thames Water activity, that seemed 
very plausible. But while she was clearing 
out materials from under the sink one of 
them went into her bedroom and stole 
some money. Remember to check identity 
cards carefully. If in doubt, ask for a 
telephone number you can use to confirm 
before letting anyone in. 

Constitutional cleanup 
At its November meeting the Jericho 
Community Association took a step 
towards the next century by adopting a 
new constitution. This was largely a 
tidying-up operation. We still have an 
open membership which means that 
anyone over eighteen living in Jericho' or 
the neighbourhood' is a member without 
paying anything or signing anything. 

Help wanted in youth clubs 
Both Jericho's Youth clubs urgently need 
parental help. The 8-11 group on 
Tuesdays is run by the Community 
Church, but with more children we now 
need more adults to supervise. The 12-
18 group on Thursdays also needs 
support. The part-time youth worker has 
to be assisted by at least two other 
volunteers, without whom the club may 
need to be cancelled on some evenings. 
If you can help occasionally please 
contact: 557902. 

Could be a bit of a serum 
From January 20, the Sports 
Development Team of the City Council 
will be organizing rugby sessions at St. 
Barnabas School field on Thursdays from 
4.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m (there will be 
portable lighting). You don't have to pay 
but you do have to sign up. Forms are 
available at the Jericho Community 
Centre and at local schools. 

Food for rustic Italians 
Mortons, the new owners of the former 
Smiths Security shop in Walton Street, 
hopes to open up there in May as a 'rustic 
Italian' restaurant. Does Jericho, or even 
Oxford, need another restaurant? 
Mortons admits that Oxford must now be 
close to saturation, but points out that 
there are not that many Italian restaurants 
and its offering will be more accessible, 
and less expensive, than Le Petit Blanc. 

Our thanks again to Oxford University Press 
for printing this issue of the Jericho Echo. 



Canalside plans Vlelcomed 
We have had the first stage 
of community consultations 
on the new canalside 
development. 

A t a packed meeting in the Commu 
nity Centre cafe on November 8th, 
architect Stephanie Brooks and 

developer Martin Hay of Metropolitan and 
County presented preliminary drawings. 
The new vision is for a public square around 
the Church, with access to the canal, and a 
cycle and pedestrian bridge that arches over 
towards the station. The scheme includes 
some private and student housing, a land
based restaurant for Rosamund the Fair, 
workshops, a boatyard, and a new Com
munity Centre. 

Those present expressed some concern 
about the housing behind St. Barnabas 
Street, though of course this had also been 
part of other developers' schemes for this 
site. Ted Harris of Combe Road was also 
worried about the height of the buildings. 
However, people were generally in favour 
of what was considered a sensitive scheme 
rather than a crowded commercial devel
opment and recorded a vote of confidence. 

Fundraising is going to be critical so it 
was good to have help offered at the meet
ing. But we still need many more volun
teers, young or old, particularly those with 
skills (fundraising, accounts, youth work) 
that can take us through the transition from 
this Centre to the next. 

Fortunately British Waterways (BW) is 
sympathetic to community needs. "The 
Community Centre is one of the main rea
sons why we agreed to allow Metropolitan 
and County the first opportunity to look at 
the site ahead of the open market," said 
Stuart Mills, BW's Regional Commercial 
Manager. The scheme also has strong po
litical support. Labour and Liberal Demo
crat City Councillors have praised it and 
local MP Dr. Evan Harris has visited the 
site and has said that this is "an imagina
tive scheme which has united St. Barnabas 
Church, the City Council, local businesses 
and the Jericho Community Association in 

a positive vision for the future of the wa
terside in Jericho." 

There are still many hurdles ahead. We 
have to find the necessary funding and also 
secure the whole of the site, as well as sat
isfying BW and local planners. But if we 
succeed we will get a far better Commu
nity Centre- one with a room large enough 
for community meetings and social events, 
including wedding receptions. It might also 
have a dedicated youth club with its own 
entrance. Groups intending to use the Cen
tre will have the chance to put in their own 
comments and suggestions. 

The Community Association would like 
the new building to be self supporting. It 
is therefore planning to build a gym on the 
site in conjunction with a fitness company 
with which it will share the profits. Hav
ing a gym in use all day would also con
tribute to the creation of a bustling square. 
Talks are already underway with Oxford 
University Press, some ofwhose staff may 
be offered membership. 

How will all this be paid for? While we 
hope for lottery money and other external 
sources, the best prospects are nearer to 
home: the Church, which owns the exist
ing centre; the City Council, which has al
ready promised some funding; and the de
veloper. We are making great demands on 
them. But it is in a good cause- a real mil
lennium project for Jericho that will change 
the urban landscape for the better. 

This is a complex development that is 
aiming to create a public space in an area 
where land prices are high. The commer
cial part of the development has to pay for 
the rest of it and there are pressures to in
clude as many houses as possible. It is vital 
to get the balance right. 

We're grateful to BW for their patience, 
and to Martin Hay, for his sensitivity and 
willingness to consult. The plans have now 
being modified and were presented to the 
canalside development group on Decem
ber 15. IfBW approves the scheme, fuller 
public consultation will take place early in 
the new year. 

George Taylor, Great Clarendon St. 
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More changing faces 
There is now a 'book two' of The Changing 
Faces of Jericho by Julie Kennedy -
another fascinating collection of 
photographs, available from the Post 
Office for £8.50. The face below is that 
of Wendy Matthews who has clearly 
changed very little since 1964. The picture 

was taken when she 
and her husband 
Tony ran the Crown 
in Canal Street -
another of ourformer 
pubs. Wendy is now 
a star of the Jericho 
Rejects drama group. 

Blooding young actors 
On October 2, OXACTS, a new 
children's drama school started at the 
Community Centre. Professional 
teachers give classes in voice production, 
movement and drama. The children 
enjoyed a backstage visit to the Oxfo_rd 
Playhouse- not least being daubed w1th 
stage blood. There will be an end-of-term 
entertainment followed by a party for 
parents and children. New applicants are 
welcomed for January. 

Your instant allotment 
Cripley Meadow Allotments 
has received a City Council 
grant of £300 for skip hire 
and the purchase of new 
equipment. Members can 
check the notice board for 

availability. At the Harvest Supper on 
November 4, members voted for a new 
constitution which is posted on the notice 
board. The AGM will be on Monday 
January 31 at 7.30 p.m. at the Jericho 
Community Centre. As well as electing 
officers, the meeting will discuss ways to 
make the allotments more appealing to 
newcomers. One idea is to have 'ready 
to grow' allotments that are tilled and 
covered with plastic. Rent and open days 
next year will be March 4, 5, 11, and 12 
- from 10 a.m. to 12 noon. Anyone 
interested is welcome to come along. 

Geoffrey Gunn- Geoffrey, who died at the 
end ofNovember, worked at OUP and lived 
in Cardigan Street. He was well-known in 
Jericho, having been a football referee and 
a councillor for both main political parties. 
For many years he was a pillar of St. Barna
bas Church and recently worshipped at St. 
Aloysius. Geoffrey was also a familiar fig
ure at several city hostelries. He never mar
ried and died at the Masonic retirement 
home in Headington. 
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Community Centre Cafe- Uncompromis
ingly good food that doesn't cost the earth. 
Open Saturdays from 10.30 a.m. to 2.00 
p.m. for coffee, tea, pastries and savouries. 
Office space available- Suitable for coun
selling, language teaching, arts studio, or 
small business. Two large offices, kitchen
ette and two toilets . Parking available. 
Please ring Carolyn Dutton on 557902. 
British Legion - First Monday of each 
month, 7.00 p.m. Grantham House. You 
do not need to be an ex-service person to 
become an associate member. 
Jericho Family Lunches - Every Thurs
day, 11.45 a.m.-3 p.m. Good value refresh
ments. Creche, 50p. All ages welcome. 
Jericho Youth Group - A weekly club with 
a wide range of activities for 8-12 year
olds. Tuesdays, 7.00 p.m.-9.00 p.m. at the 
Community Centre. 
Mums and Prams - New parents and tod
dlers group. Tuesdays, 9.15 a.m.-11.15 a.m. 
at the Community Centre. Featuring active 
play and music. Information: 511561 . 
Rugby - For ages 12-18, St. Barnabas 
School field, 4.30 p.m. - 6.30 p.m. Starts 
January 20. Free, but you need to sign up 
at school or the Community Centre. 
Bingo Sessions - Wednesdays, 7 p.m.-9 
p.m. Community Centre. 
Silver Screen - Shows for senior citizens 
at the Phoenix. Wednesday afternoons. 
Parents and Toddlers Group - Thursdays 
in the school library, 9 a.m.-1 0 a.m. 
Jericho Playgroup - Two- to four-year 
olds. Monday to Friday, 9 a.m.-11.30 a.m. 
in the Community Centre. Places available. 
Call mornings 55200 I, evenings 311875. 
Over-60s Club - Fridays, 2.00 p.m . 
Grantham House. Speakers or bingo. Fur-

Ballet - Tues. 6.30 p.m.-8 .00 p.m. Con
tact Karen Sellick, tel. 248497. Thurs. 3.30 
p.m.-5 .30 p.m. Contact Jill Saint, tel. 
(01869) 350535. 
Egyptian Dance - Wed. 6.15 p.m.-8.30 
p.m. Katrina Robinson, tel. 777462. 
Guitar for Beginners. Mon. 7.30 p.m.-
9.00 p.m. Enquiries: tel. 558534. 
Italian - Contact Chris Nirrenski, tel. 
559004. 
Life Drawing - Sat. 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Con
tact Chris Nirrenski, tel. 559004. 

ther information: Mary Neill, 515187. 
Contacting Councillors - West Ward 
Councillors' surgeries, 11.00 a.m. to 12.00 
noon at the Community Centre. Labour 
on the first Saturday of the month. Lib/ 
Dems on the second Saturday. Or call City 
Councillors: Colin Cook, 272548; Susanna 
Pressel, 554001; Jeremy Wynne, 559734. 
County Councillor: John Power, 247153. 
Police contact numbers - Jericho's Com
munity Beat Officer is PC Billy Linton, his 
new contact number is 552633. General En
quiries, including Neighbourhood Watch, 
266000. 
Jericho Community Association - Meets 
on the second Monday of each month at 
the Community Centre at 7.30 p.m. All 
Jericho residents are members of the Asso
ciation and are welcome to come along. 
Youth Club- Ages 12-18 at the Commu
nity Centre, Thursdays 7.00 p.m.-9.00 p.m. 
OXACTS- The Oxford Tutorial School 
of Acting for Children. Tel. 792965. 
Street Fair 2000 - Set for June 10. Needs 
helpers to plan activities, advertising and 
entertainment. Please call 557902. 
Carols in Jericho- Around the streets with 
brass quartet. Thursday, December 16. 
Meet at 43 Walton Crescent at 6.45 p.m. 
Around the pubs and in Grantham House. 
Tuesday December 21. Meet at St. Barna
bas Church at 7 p.m. 
Carol Service- St. Barnabas Church, Sun
day December 19, 6.30 p.m. All welcome. 
Refreshments available. 
Millennium Eucharist - St. Barnabas 
Church, Friday December 31, 8.00 p.m. 
Echo Online- Previous issues of the Echo 
and a special 'Jericho Guide' are available 
at www.pstalker.demon.co.uk/echo. 

Spanish for Travel - Thurs. 10.00 a.m.-
11 .30 a.m. Beginners and newcomers al
ways welcome. 
Wing Chun, Martial Arts - Mon. and 
Wed. 7 p.m.- 9 p.m. Contact Ed Yuen, tel. 
862518. 
Yoga -Tues. 8.15 p.m.-9.15 p.m. Contact 
Joe Bum, tel. 715147. Wed. 9.15.a.m-11.30 
a.m .. Contact Mariella Di Martini , tel. 
245893 . Thurs . 6.30 p .m.-8.30 p.m. 
(Mariella). Sun. 11 a.m.-12 noon (Joe). 
Sivanander Yoga starts Jan. 20, morning 
class. Contact Ali 250584. 

The Jericho Echo is published three or four times each year by the Jericho Community Association, 
Jericho Community Centre, Canal Street, Oxford . Editor: Peter Sta lker, 51 Cranham St., te l. 552794 
or 514922. If you can help with delivery, please contact Philippa Foot, tel. 557130. This edition 
printed courtesy of Oxford University Press, Great Clarendon Street, from artwork supplied by the 
ed itor. Previous issues are also available on-l i ne at www.pstalker.demon .co .uk/echo . 
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effects 
Specialist paint finishes and 

interior consultancy. 

Enhance your home with the 
use of creative colour and 
professional paint effects 

Suzanne Mansell (Dipl.) 
(01865) 772964 

THOMAS 
MERRIFIELD 

All the property 
expertise you will 

ever need is ... 
on your doorstep. 

Holyfield House 
1 Walton Well Rd. Tel: 515000 
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u HeoUf/J'tiJif(iJU!g/g good food 
CohJ, UJNfJUifiRA, fRo,, eolfee. 

Open every Saturday 
10.30 a.m. to 2.00 p.m. 

Jude the 
Obscure 

A pub in Jericho 


