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Jericho school enters new era 
Radical rebuilding works 
ahead at St. Barnabas 

S t. Barnabas School in Jericho is about 
to be transformed. From the second 
week in January the builders move in 

to start a £700,000 rebuilding programme
all part of Oxford's changeover from a three
tier to a two-tier school system. 

St. Barnabas, which is currently a 'first' 
school (ages four to nine), will become a full 
primary school (four to eleven). This means 
that in 2003 the 'year four' children instead 
of going to St. Frideswide's will stay until 
year six and then transfer straight to the 
Cherwell School. 

This will bring the total number of pu
pils from 200 to around 250, and require a 
bigger school. The reconstruction will pro
duce four new classrooms - two to replace 
the current temporary ones (the green 
portakabins) and two more to accommodate 
the extra classes. The development will also 
add other amenities such as a computer 
room, a larger staff room, and alter the hall 
to produce a new curtained-off storage area 
that will house a collapsable stage. 

The new classrooms will be built largely 
on what is now the playground to the east of 
the school. But the children will still have 
plenty of room to play. A new hard play
ground will be laid on what is now the 'com
munity rec' on the comer of Jericho and King 
Streets. And this in tum is being transferred, 

THOMAS 
MERRIFIELD 

All the property 
expertise you will 
ever need is ... on 

your doorstep. 

Holyfield House 
1 Walton Well Road. Tel: 51500 

with smart new climbing frames and swings, 
to a comer of the school field on Hart Street 
and Great Clarendon Streets. 

The playground switch will be the first 
stage of the redevelopment - hopefully 
completed by the end of January. This 
change, which has been planned for several 
years, has finally been agreed after exten
sive consultations with neighbouring resi
dents. The classrooms should be finished 
in June, and the rest by September. 

St. Barnabas' catchment area includes 
much of the city centre, Jericho, and the area 
to the north of the city, which helps give the 
school a strikingly international atmosphere. 
Some parents are visiting academics while 
others work at the Radcliffe Infirmary or 
OUP. The current roster has children from 
Australia, for example, Bangladesh, China, 
Germany, Japan and India. "At a recent in
ternational evening," says head teacher 
Hilary Hioms, "we had the children say 
'hello' in all the languages they knew. This 
came to 29- from Arabic to Zulu'. For those 
children who arrive speaking little English 
a teacher comes in twice a week to give spe
cial classes. 

The city-centre location also allows chil
dren to enjoy the benefits of Oxford. They 
can walk to the Ashmolean Museum, for 
example, or the Pitt Rivers, or the ballet, or 
the theatre, or to Port Meadow. 

St. Barnabas is a Church-aided school, 

St. Barnabas 
has some 
long-serving 
staff, includ
ing Janet 
Molyneux 
who has 
worked there 
for 23 years 
and is fondly 
remembered 
by her ex
pupils. Here 
she is with a 
group of jive
year-aids. 

which means it has a Christian ethos, but it 
also welcomes children from other faiths
including Muslims, Jews and Hindus. In 
November, for example, some children 
made pots for the Hindu festival ofDiwali. 

The redevelopment is the most exten
sive work on the school since it was built in 
1977 to replace the original Victorian school 
which dated from 1854, most of whose 
buildings survive today as School Court on 
Great Clarendon Street. There had been sug
gestions to build the new school on an out
of-town site and bus the children to it. 
Thanks to strong local resistance, however, 
this plan was shelved and instead the neces
sary land was cleared by demolishing sev
eral blocks of terraced houses. This pro
duced enough space for the school and the 
field - a rare example of a greenfield site 
created in a city centre, though the occa
sional brick still pushes its way through. 

From the outset, the school was planned 
as a Jericho amenity. Local groups can use 
the school hall in the evening since the origi
nal design ensured that it could be locked 
off from the rest of the school. People can 
also use the school field: the gates are open 
after 4 p.m. and at weekends. There are dis
advantages to this, with occasional minor 
damage to the roof and windows. However, 
the local community along with parents and 
governors, gives overwhelming support to 
a caring, happy and successful school. 
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Plenty of bounce Canal site for Bellway Homes 

Jenny Ashby, running the bouncy castle 

This year's jericho Street Fair was a huge 
success. Thanks to all the helpers, especially 
jenny Ashby, the Communitiy Association 
Treasurer, for her heroic efforts in charge of 
the bouncy castle. We had great music too 
at the Bookbinders which kept the party 
going well into the evening. Next year's 
Street Fair will be on june 15 and planning 
has already started. If you would like to 
help, please call557902 , or send an email 
to admin@ierichocentre.org.uk. 

Thank you Carolyn 
Carolyn Dutton has stepped down as 
administrator of the Community Centre, otter 
four inspired years of service. As well as 
helping make the building brighter and 
more welcoming and improving the 
services to tenants, she also launched the 
Saturday morning Community Cafe, and 
turned our Street Fair into a maior annual 
event. Thanks Carolyn for all your hard work 
and enthusiasm. We are now recruiting a 
new administrator, though Sue Pead is 
doing the iob on an interim basis. 

Your chance to join in 
Thanks also to Liza Picard, who has stepped 
down as Chair of the Community 
Association. Liza, one of our local authors, 
has to concentrate on her next historical 
blockbuster. For next year's activities, the 
Community Association will need more 
help. If you want to get more involved in 
local activities, please contact Vice-chair, 
George Taylor, on 553927. 

Jude 
the 

OIJsf!ure 
A pub in Jericho 

Food served daily 

54 Walton Street. Tel: 557309 
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British Waterways finally 
chooses its developer. 

On November 29, after more than 
seven years of false starts and 
many plans and consultations, 

British Waterways announced their devel
oper for the canal site behind St. Barnabas 
Church. Bellway Homes are to carry out a 
'mixed use development which could in
clude a restaurant, community centre, hous
ing, boat hire operation, restaurant boat 
base and public open space'. 

This is a crucial site for Jericho. And 
British Waterways agrees that it is impor
tant to have 'a design solution which not 
only delivers an attractive environment to 
live, work or spend leisure time in, but one 
that is also sensitive to the historic charac
ter of the place'. The development will also 
include a new pedestrian and cycle bridge 
for better access to the station. 

This site has a further significance for 
the people of Jericho since it is to include a 
new Community Centre to replace the 
Church-owned Victorian building on Ca
nal Street when the lease expires in 2005. 
For this purpose, the City Council have of
fered to contribute extra land to allow the 
development to include a new Centre some
where on the site. Moreover, on October 
I 0 the Council published 'Development 
Guidelines' for this site which expect a 'fi
nancial contribution towards a new Com
munity Centre to come from the redevel
opment ofthe site.' 

In Memoriam 
Gale Mead/Peto- 1943-2001. For the 
past 30 years Gale lived in Jericho, which 
she loved, worked in the Radcliffe Infir
mary, and took her holidays in Greece. In 
Jericho she was a mother (to Tom and 
Leon), in the Infirmary she was an amaz
ingly good medical secretary (to, among 
others, her partner Richard Peto) and on 
holiday in Greece she was free. She usu
ally went alone, with a bag of novels to 
read in peace on the beach or in the 
'taverna'. On her last trip, however, she had 

a massive aller
gic reaction to 
an insect sting: 
within half an 
hour her air
ways were 
closed tight 
shut, she suf
fered brain 

Bellway Homes, which is the UK's fifth 
largest house builder, has just completed an
other development in Oxford - Cardinal 
Court on the site of the old Post Office sort-
ing office in Oxpens Road. They were one 
of four developers bidding for the canal site. 
One of the other developers had consulted 
with the Community Association. We 
backed their proposal which included a Cen
tre of almost 8,000 square feet- the size at 
which it becomes financially sustainable. 

Earlier this year the Community Asso
ciation also carried out an extensive survey 
of what local people wanted. Many people 
wanted more public open space, feeling that 
Jericho lacked a clear focal point. They said 
that the facilities they would be most likely 
to use at the new Centre would be a cafe, a 
functions hall, a space for music and small 
concerts, a gym, and rooms for adult edu
cation. People also wanted more activities 
for children and young people. 

Two Jericho businesses also have a vi
tal interest in what happens next- the boat 
hire company, College Cruisers, and the 
cruising restaurant, Rosamund the Fair, 
whose owner Tim Matthews initiated the 
proposals that British Waterways rejected 
last year. 

Bell way say that they will make their in
tentions clear when they apply for planning 
permission early in the new year. The Com
munity Association hopes to work closely 
with them and the City Council to make sure 
that what goes forward meets local needs. 

George Taylor, Great Clarendon Street 

damage and never regained consciousness. 
Richard, Tom and Leon flew to Greece and 
eventually brought her home to the Rad
cliffe Infirmary, where she died a few days 
later. 

Gale was a lovely, warm, neighbourly 
person, who had a lot of friends, particu
larly in Jericho and in the Infirmary, but she 
would have been amazed at the effect her 
death had on so many people. More than 
300 attended a celebration of her life on 
October 2 in Freuds, where there were many 
affectionate tributes and stories from fam
ily, friends, neighbours and colleagues (one 
of whom said later that this was the only 
funeral she'd been to where the past smiled 
on the present). 

Gale was the centre of a large extended 
family, many of whom live in Jericho. Her 
unexpected death is the worst thing that has 
happened to us: we miss her terribly. 

Viv Peto, significant neighbour, 
Great Clarendon Street 



Another look at the bus CDC?B@OO)J 000 

Jericho service up for review 

Jericho residents who rely on the X39 bus 
will have to wait for a month or two to know 
whether their service is secure. Thames 
Travel has run the service since October 
1999, but their contract expires on Aprill3, 
2002. The County Council, which gives 
Thames Travel a subsidy of£ 118 per oper
ating day, is now reviewing the service and 
has been counting how many people use the 
bus. Based on this, early in the new year the 

Twin wedding 
On September 22 
Jack and Phyllis 
Webster of Great 
Clarendon Street saw 
the marriage of their 
twin grand-daughters 
at St. Barnabas. 
Phyllis Webster was 
born Phyllis Carr. 
The Carrs have deep 
roots in Jericho, and Phyllis and her brothers 
all had a close association with the church. 

Executive of the Coun-
cil will draw up new 
tenders, possibly sug
gesting different fre
quencies. They will 
then invite bids from 
Thames Travel and any 
other interested companies. If no one bids, 
or if the County Council thinks that the sub
sidy that would be needed is too high, then 
they would have to think again. 

Saturday cafe 
The Saturday cafe is now running again at 
the Community Centre. The cafe, which is 
now run by Margaret Malloy, is open every 
Saturday, from 10.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. 
serving tea, coffee, cakes and savouries
and also offers a full English breakfast. Just 
the place to meet your friends and catch 
up with the gossip. 

Playgroup lottery win 
The Jericho Playgroup received some good 
news this year- a grant from the National 
Lottery's 'Awards for All' programme. This 
enabled the group to buy and renew some 
much-needed equipment. This included 
new mats and storage cupboards, a new 
playhouse and dress-up clothes for role
play, as well as a water tray to help develop 
sensory play. So now we have budding 
builders, doctors and water engineers all 
benefiting. The group has been running for 
20 years with support from the Church and 
from parents, and this grant has given us a 
real boost. The aim is to offer atfordable, 
high quality childcare for children from two 

Left to right: Barry and Nicky, Jack and years old in a safe stimulating environment 
Phyllis, Alison and Richard. - helping to prepare them for state 

------------------------------- education. The group runs five days a week 

Lucy/s forges ahead 9.00 a.m. to 11 .30 a.m. For more 
I Wobbly Rejects 

The first time the Jericho Rejects 
entertainment group got together was to 
organize a street party for the Queen's 
Silver Jubilee- the adrenaline ran, so we 
rehearsed a Christmas pantomime and took 
the name 'Jericho Rejects' (we thought we 
would be rejected by Jericho). 

Father Michael can take the blame for 
the group as it is today. He asked us to 
entertain at the opening of the St. Barnabas 
Centre and the Jericho Rejects singalongs 
began. 

For over ten years at Christmas we have 
visited halls, clubs, homes and associa
tions. We are always been made very 
welcome, and in many cases come home 
feeling very merry. 

We never expect payment, but often 
get donations For the past 16 years the 
Rejects have also entered a float in the 
Lord Mayor's parade. With the donations 
received , we have given a bench to the 
school playing field, hosted children's 
Christmas parties, and in the past few years 
a Senior Citizens' Christmas Party. 

How much longer will we blunder on? 
This is a question we ask ourselves. Well, 
the kicks may not be so high , and the 
wobbly bits more noticeable. But as long 
as we keep laughing we will keep going. 

Wendy Matthew, Walton Street 

Our thanks again to Oxford University Press 
for printing this issue of the jericho Echo. 

Lucy's now has two major new housing 
developments in the pipeline. The smaller 
of the two, which has now received plan
ning permission, will use the land currently 
occupied by the garages in Cranham Ter
race to build 5 two-bedroom town houses. 
There were strong objections to this from 
neighbours in Juxon Street who did not want 
people living so close to their gardens. To 
get round this the first floor windows in the 
development will be glazed with obscured 
glass. Building is unlikely to start soon, 
however, since the work has only just been 
put out to tender. 

The larger development involves the 
current factory site along with the car park 
on the other side of the canal with around 
160 new houses or flats. Planning permis
sion here is still pending, and hinges on the 
Council's requirement that at least 30% of 
new developments should consist of more 
affordable housing. The current plan is to 
upgrade the oldest block of Castle Mill 
House offMount Street, and use this as part 
of the 'social housing' contribution. 

Tooting taxis 
Are you being woken up in the early hours 
by taxis who prefer to toot their horns rather 
than knock on the door. If you are concerned 
about this please notify one of our council
lors listed on page four. 

information, please call552001. 

Telegram for the vicarage 
Nesta Wright, Fr. Michael 's mother, who 
lives with him at the Vicarage, celebrates 
her 1 OOth birthday on December 21 . 
Mrs. Wright was born in Birmingham and 
spent part of her childhood in Radley. She 
remembers clearly seeing the Kaiser at King 
Edward 's funeral in 191 0. 

Budding soccer stars 
Claire and Kevin Jones of Cranham Street 
have started a football team for under-11 s 
-boys and girls. They now a have a squad 
of 1 6 players but are happy to welcome 
more. They train on Friday evenings and 
play home games on Sunday at Batley 
Park. For details call 453417. 

The Old 
Bookbinders 

Ale House 

For atmosphere~ fun~ food 
and fine ales 

Canal Street, Jericho 
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II 
Jericho Community Association - Meets 
on the second Monday of the month at the 
Community Centre at 7.30 p.m. Everyone 
in Jericho is welcome. 
Community Centre Cafe - Open every 
Saturday, I 0.00 a.m.-3.30 p.m. Coffee, tea, 
cakes and full English breakfast. 
Jericho Family Lunches - Every Thurs
day, 11.45 a.m.- 3 p.m at the Community 
Centre. Good value refreshments. Creche, 
SOp. All ages welcome. 
Lunch Club Children's Christmas Party 
at the Community Centre - Dec. 13, 11.30 
a.m. to 2.30 p.m. 
Lunch Club Fundraising Christmas 
Party-Jericho House, Walton Street, Dec. 
14, 7.30 p.m- midnight. Tickets £5 . 
Jericho Youth Group -A weekly club at 
the Community Centre for 8- 12 year-olds. 
Tuesdays, 7.00 p.m-9.00 p.m. 
Youth Club - Ages 13- 18 at the Commu
nity Centre, Thursdays 7.00 p.m.-9.00 p.m. 
For further information, call 5 54001. 
Parents and toddlers group - Tuesdays, 
9.15 a.m.-11.15 a.m. at the Community 
Centre. Featuring active play and music. 
Information: 511561. 
Albert Street Chapel Sunday School -
Every Sunday 3.00 p.m to 4.00 p.m. for ages 
3 to 14 years. Various treats throughout the 
year. For more information or transport, 
phone David or Jenny on 245939. 
Jericho Playgroup - Two- to four-year
olds. Monday to Friday, 9 a.m.-11 .30 a.m. 
in the Community Centre. Places available. 
Call mornings 552001, evenings 311875. 
Over-60s Club - Fridays , 2.00 p.m. 
Grantham House. Speakers or bingo. 

Arts and Crafts- For beginners or expe
rienced artists. Spring class, starting Jan. 11 , 
I 0-week course. Fri . 1.30. p.m.- 3.00 p.m. 
Contact Joe Carter, NAWOCEC, tel. 
511 757. 
Bujinkan - Japanese traditional martial 
arts . Tues. 6.00 p.m.-7.30 p.m. Contact 
Michael Fenner 0796 6119436. 
Egyptian Dance - Wed. 6.15 p.m-9.00 
p.m. Contact, Katrina Robinson, tel. 
777462. 
Guitar. For beginner and novice levels. 
Mon. 7.30 p.m.- 9.00 p.m. Enquiries, James 
Baldwin, tel. 558534. 

II 
Piano and Jazz Piano Lessons -
Experienced, friendly and qualified teacher 
who lives in Jericho. Associated Board 
piano and theory. Beginners and adults 
welcome. Call Richard Dutton on 552024. 
Contacting Councillors - West Ward 
Councillors' surgeries at the Community 
Centre in Canal Street. Labour on the first 
Saturday of the month, 11.00 a.m. to 12.00 
noon. Lib/Dems on the second Saturday, 
10.30 a.m. to 11 .30 a.m. Or call City Coun
cillors: Colin Cook, 272548; Susanna Pres
sel, 554001 ; Jeremy Wynne, 07941 835863. 
County Councillor: John Power, 247153. 
Administrator wanted - The Jericho Com
munity Centre needs a part-time adminis
trator. For further details, please call557902 
or email admin@jerichocentre.org.uk. 
Police contact numbers - Jericho's Com
munity Beat Officer is PC Granville 
Williams; his contact number is 0845 
6011875. General Enquiries and Neighbour
hood Watch, 266000. 
Cripley Meadow Allotments - Meeting in 
Community Centre, December 12,7.30 p.m. 
Carols in Jericho - With singers and brass. 
Thursday December 20. From 7.30 p.m. to 
8.30 p.m. Walton Crescent to Cranham 
Street. Mince pies and mulled wine at the 
Jericho Community Centre 8.30 p.m. Come 
and join us. Details: 559648/553927. 
Carol Service at St. Barnabas Church -
Sun. Dec. 23, 6.30 p.m. 
Welcome to Jericho - Lucy Townsend, and 
congratulations to Denise and Neil. 
Jericho on the Web- The Jericho Echo is 
at www.pstalker.com/echo. The Community 
Centre site is at www.jerichocentre.org.uk. 

OXACTS - Drama school for children. Sat. 
3.00 p.m.- 6.00 p.m. Contact, Amanda 
Dickie, 792965. 
Wing Chun, Martial Arts - Mon. 6 p.m-
9 .30 p.m. Contact Ed Yuen, tel. 862518. 
Life Drawing - Sat. 11 a.m- 1 p.m. Con
tact, Chris Nirrenski, tel. 559004. There are 
also some all-day sessions. 
Tai Chi- Tue. 12.00 a.m.-1.30 p.m. Mixed 
class. Everyone welcome. Contact Emma 
Westlake tel. (0771) 0768810. 
Yoga (Ashtanga)- Wed. 9.15 a.m- 11.30 
a.m. and Thurs. 6.30 p.m.-8.30. p.m. Con
tact Mariella Di Martini, tel. 245893 . 
Yoga (Iyengar)- Sun. 11.00 a.m.- 12 noon. 
Contact: Joe Burn, tel. 715147. 

The Jericho Echo is published three or four times each year by the jericho Community Associa
tion, jericho Community Centre, Canal Street, Oxford. Editor: Peter Stalker, 5 1 Cranham St., 
tel. 552794 or peter@pstalker.com. Please call if you can help with delivery. This edition has 
been printed courtesy of Oxford University Press, Great Clarendon Street, from artwork supplied 
by the editor. Previous issues are also available on-line at www.pstalker.com/echo . 
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Ali's 
jericho 
Store 

Groceries- Off-licence 
Newspaper deliveries 

Open 7.30 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Seven days a week. 

!,p '< 

A towpath walk in Oxford 
. . a near-circular 
stroll alongside the 
Oxford Canal and 
River Thames. 
Using archive and 
oral sources the 
book contains a 
lengthy section on 
Jericho, and will 
appeal to anyone 
who is interested in 
walks , wat e r 
transportation, or 
local history .. 

Available, price £5.99, from Walton 
Stationers, or direct from the author 
on the narrowboat 'Bill the Lizard' 

near Isis Lock. 

! Walton 
Stationers 

' 

Post Office 
Stationeru 

GreetiniJs cards 
National Lotteru 

Tobacco 
Soft drinks 

_l. Lunchtime snacks 
~ Open Monday to Saturday 

Jericho 
Jazz 
Club 

Monday evenings 
Old Bookbinders Ale House 

Canal Street 
Music begins at 8.45 p.m. 

No cover charge 

Next sessions, December 10 and 
january 14. Details: 552024 


