
an alternative. One of his reasons for 
turning down the appeal was that “firm 
arrangements for such replacement in 
an equally accessible and convenient 
location are not in place”. Spokesman 
Adrian Arbib says that “research that 
we have done demonstrates that they are 
showing no commitment to complying 
with the Inspector’s ruling”.

The boaters have also received wide-
spread public support, notably from 
author Philip Pullman, and in Novem-
ber, the City Council passed a motion 
in support and urged British Waterways 
not to evict the boaters before the devel-
opment started.

Who are the protesters? They include 
boaters from Oxford, London and all 
over the country who are concerned that 
British Waterways is selling off  boat-
yards and wharves across the UK canal 
system. Castlemill is one of the latest, 
but one of the most high-profile, cases. 
They argue that British Waterways does 

Boatyard showdown
Boaters face eviction and 
paying legal costs

not want to be involved with residential 
narrow boats as a valuable and afford-
able option for inner-city housing.

Why are there not more Oxford 
boaters here? Adrian Arbib says: “They 
fear that fighting British Waterways will 
result in the loss of their moorings – as 
has happened in the past. Worse, they 
could see their homes removed from the 
canal and cut up for scrap.”

Meanwhile the protesters are main-
taining the boatyard. “We’d like to as-
sure local residents that we are doing 
everything in our power to keep the 
yard in good order, including a recent 
big clean up; hiring skips from mon-
ies raised from the boating and Jericho 
community. We would like to thank the 
people of Jericho for, yet again, being 
so supportive.”

Although reluctant to retain canal 
facilities on its own land British Wa-
terways’ is enthusiastic about increas-
ing canal activities on land owned by 
other people. It has just finished a study 
for a £4-million project to reinstate the 
former canal basin that is now covered 
by a car park owned by Nuffield Col-
lege. This, however, would offer no fa-
cilities for the narrow-boating commu-
nity. And since a basin would also gen-
erate more canal traffic it might make 
more sense to retain canal facilities in 
Jericho rather than eliminate them.

The struggle over the Castlemill Boatyard 
in Jericho seems to be coming to a head. 
At a court hearing on December 9th the 
boaters currently occupying the site were 
ordered to leave and pay costs of £2,500. 
British Waterways say that they will evict 
those currently on the site by February 
28th. But the boaters are determined to 
fight on. They have lodged an appeal and 
will hold various fundraising events. 

The boaters occupied the yard on 
July 29th following the departure to 
Yarnton of Steve Goodlad who had run 
the Alchemy Boats repair business. They 
are not against redeveloping the site but 
want to maintain a boating element there 
and ensure that British Waterways fulfil 
their responsibilities to Oxford’s boating 
community for repair facilities. 

Their case received a boost from the 
Planning Inspector who on August 6th 
turned down the appeal by British Wa-
terways and Bellways Homes against the 
Council’s refusal of planning permission 
for their proposed development.  He ac-
cepted the need for boat repair facilities 
and said that although his site was not 
suitable British Waterways had to ensure 
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Home 
Maintenance
Over 30 years experience

as a Skilled Craftsman and 
Expert Handyman

All your DIY jobs, including electrical and 
carpentry, undertaken by 

 Jericho resident, Emmett Schlueter  

Tel: 01865 310007 Mob: 07779 985 234	
home.maintenance@ntlworld.com

Above: Signs festoon the boatyard. Left: 
The boaters are keeping it clean and tidy
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Health centre debate

Our thanks again to Oxford University Press 
for printing this issue of the Jericho Echo

Margaret Thatcher, in her Oxford days, 
lived at 12 Richmond Road. It is alleged 
she shared the house with two red-hot 
communists who lived on a diet of 
sausages. This may account for her later 
views on socialists and known dislike of 
sausages. 

Jericho Jottings ... from Paul Hornby

Can you recommend someone 
who has done good, conscientious 
work? Please let us know. The cur-
rent list is: Car Repairs: Autowork, 
552186. Carpenters: Tony Everett, 

(07778) 907834; Ivan Sheehy, (07717) 
130443. Cleaner: Dom, (07815) 615914. 
Electrician: D.E.C. Oxford, 725453. 
Home maintenance, including electrics 
and carpentry: Emmett Schlueter, 310007. 
Painter and Decorator: Tony Simpson, 
762173. Plumbers: M. Daniels, 557068; 
A1, 327732. TV, Video and Hi-Fi Repairs: 
Oxford Powershop, 375834. Washing ma-
chine repairs: AES Repairs, 766392.

Tried and tested

Street Fair 2006
The 2006 Jericho Street Fair will be held 
on Saturday June 10th. We are forming  
a new organizing committee and need 
new members. We will also need enough 
volunteers on the day to run the various 
stalls and catch the kids as they propel 
themselves out of the bouncy castle.

This requires very little time and gives 
you a chance to meet more of your neigh-
bours. If you want to join in please contact 
Sue Pead on 557902 or email admin@
jerichocentre.org.uk

Primary Care Trust 
consults on the options

Health provision in Jericho is due for a 
shake-up. The Oxford City Primary 

Care Trust (PCT) has been undertaking 
an extensive process of consultation that 
could deliver a large new health centre in 
Walton Street opposite Jude the Obscure 
on land currently occupied by the Rad-
cliffe Infirmary.

This promises major improvements 
for Jericho residents. Built in 1971, the 
current health centre is showing its age: 
the fabric is crumbling and the build-
ing suffers from occasional leaks and 
overflows from the St. Paul’s House flats 
above it, some of which are private and 
some Council-owned. 

The centre is also bursting at the 
seams. It houses three practices that look 
after around 12,000 people – though 
most come from outside Jericho which 
has only around 2,500 residents. The 
centre subsequently expanded slightly, 
taking in an adjacent dry-cleaning shop 
at the top of Cranham Street, but it still 
has very little room – the three practice 
nurses, for example, share a single treat-
ment room which raises problems of pri-
vacy for patients. 

In addition, many activities cannot 
be fitted in at all. Nowadays, the NHS 
offers a much wider range of services  
and ideally the building should also pro-
vide space, for example, for counsellors, 
physiotherapists and community mental 
health workers. 

As Dr Andy Chivers, one of the doc-
tors at the centre and also Chair of the 
PCT’s Professional Executive Commit-
tee, points out, a new centre would al-
low a number of practices to share these 
services. One proposal is for a ‘single 
site’ that could house not just the Jericho 
practices, but also some or all of those in 
Beaumont Street. Dr Chivers says: “The 
main challenge for the new building is 
to maintain that personal link between 
doctors and patients and have practices 
confident in their own identity”. At the 
same time the new centre would also be 
able to provide X-ray and other services 
that will otherwise have to move far from 
Jericho when the Radcliffe closes. 

This would be good news for Jericho 
residents. But people elsewhere are less 
convinced. Some patients in the Beau-
mont Street practices, who could come 
from St. Ebbe’s or Botley Road, might 
not welcome a trip along Walton Street 

which at present is difficult to reach by 
public transport.

That is why alternatives are being 
offered. These might involve twinning 
a new but smaller Walton Street centre 
with another new one, either in Welling-
ton Square or Tidmarsh Lane (off  Park 
End Street). Another option is simply to 
refurbish the existing buildings. Those 
in Beaumont Street, for example, would 
need better disabled access. 

There are also questions about fi-
nancing. The new centre would have to 
be built with a mixture of public and 
private funds, through the Local Im-
provement Finance Trust (LIFT)– which 
means that the NHS would lease the 
building, initially for 25 years. Some 
critics claim that the PCT is acting with 
undue haste and pushing more for the 
single site – because this would be more 
attractive to the private sector. However, 
the PCT also has a 40% share in LIFT so 
the two are by no means independent. 

Dr Chivers responds: “On the 
funding side, the PCT has no other 
source to enable this sort of work.  
And in terms of haste, we are stuck with 
a timetable dictated by the University 
when it purchased the RI site. We are 
keen on the single-site option because it 
is the only site with planning permission 
for health.  We could lose this opportu-
nity and then find the other sites were 
refused”.

The public consultation ends on 
 December 22nd. Thus far opinions have 
probably come more from people out-
side Jericho since Jericho residents, who 
might be more supportive of the single 
site in Walton Street, have not seen the 
need to comment. You can get informa-
tion sheets by calling 226900 or on the 
web from www.oxfordcity-pct.nhs.uk. 
The PCT has to come to a decision at its 
January meeting so as to be able to make 
an offer for the Infirmary site by the end 
of March, or it will lose that option.

New community centre
The Planning Inspector’s report left open a 
number of questions about the Canalside 
development, notably the fate of the 
boatyard and the scale and design of 
the proposed new development. What 
it made quite clear, however, was that 
British Waterways would have to offer 
sufficient land to enable a new community 
centre to be built on the site. As a result 
British Waterways have been meeting with 
representatives of the Jericho Community 
Association – and unsurprisingly are trying 
to offer as little as they can. But as Chair 
George Taylor says: “We are spelling out 
for them how much land it would take to 
build a viable centre that meets the design 
brief presented at the Inquiry.”

A new health centre will need to ensure 
good access for people of all ages
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Goodbye to the Globe?

As mentioned in the previous Echo, three 
young people in Jericho were commended 
by the Thames Valley Police for their 
‘bravery and calmness’ in helping Joan 
Cook, who had been robbed in Great 
Clarendon Street. In September, at a very 
impressive ceremony, they were awarded 
certificates. Pictured above with Joan, they 
are, left to right, Daniel New of School 
Court, Marley Joseph-Arroyave, of Jericho 
Street and Lewis Singh of Canal Street. 

Henry Carter – Henry or ‘Terry’, as he 
was sometimes known, was very much 
a ‘son of Jericho’, having been born in 
Nelson Street, the street where he died, 
and been to St. Barnabas School, from 
where he won a scholarship to the High 
School. Aged 18, he joined the RAF, 
and for half  his life served as a radio and 
communications technician in various 
parts of the world including Singapore, 
Gibraltar and Germany. During his vari-
ous postings, his four children were born 
and he was devoted to them and his many 
grandchildren. When he left the RAF he 
continued in the same field working for 
the Home Office, often on secret proj-
ects. Later Henry returned to Jericho 
to live with his mother, Olive, in Nelson 
Street. He loved local history and knew 
a lot about the canal. For some years, 
in the 1990s, until he suffered an injury, 
he also helped deliver the Jericho Echo. 

Our sympathies to Henry’s children and 
grandchildren. 
Giovanna Rubino – Giovanna, who died 
in August, aged 84, was born in Italy but 
spent her early years in France, before 
moving to Oxford in 1954, eventually 
settling in Richmond Road where she 
lived for 40 years.  She worked first in 
the kitchen of the Master of Trinity who 
encouraged her to become a nurse. After 
training, she worked at the Warneford 
and then at the Radcliffe Infirmary where 
she became a staff  nurse  and, by choice, 
worked night shifts in intensive care, 
until she retired in 1981. Giovanna was 
a  very lively person and had an amazing 
command of colloquial English, though 
delivered in a strong French accent that 
she never lost. Very versatile, she painted 
and played the piano. She loved cats, and 
also kept a hare and a rabbit. She became 
ill in 2003, and in May this year returned 
to her family in France. Thanks for all 
your work, Giovanna.

Threat to Jericho bus
The County Council is reviewing its 
financial support for the Jericho bus. There 
is a real danger of a reduced service. If 
you want to demonstrate support there are 
forms for a petition, organized by Susanna 
Pressel, in Lloyds Pharmacy, Londis, the 
Post Office and Ali’s.

Bravery certificatesJericho pubs have been toppling just 
like the skittles that used to be heard 

clattering in the back yard of the Globe 
in Cranham Street. The latest casualty is 
the Globe itself. The pub has been shut 
for around six months. Landlady Jean 
McDermott had been declared bankrupt, 
after a £300 VAT debt from a previous 
pub had escalated to £32,000. The brew-
ery promptly shut the pub and, although 
husband George was solvent, the brewery 
would not let him take over and sold the 
pub to a developer.

This is the latest twist in the Globe’s 
convoluted history.  Listed as one of 25 
pubs and ale houses in Jericho in 1870, it 
was demolished and rebuilt in the 1930s.  
Until 1999 it  was owned by Morrells 
Brewery. Then it passed to a new com-
pany, Morrells of Oxford, before being 
transferred to a subsidiary, QP Bars 
,which subsequently was controlled by 
Dorset brewers Eldridge Pope. Eldridge 
Pope claim that they tried to find a suit-
able tenant but failed. Meanwhile the 
building was taken over by squatters  
who did considerable damage.

In November, Eldridge Pope sold the 
building to Novello Properties – a real 
estate company controlled by the Foulk 
family. They are no strangers to pub 
conversions, having bought the New Inn 
at 46 Nelson Street in 1990 and let it to 
architect Ray Foulk who also ran the en-
vironmental education programme Blue 
Planet from that building. 

Father Michael
Congratulations to Father Michael Wright 
who in October celebrated 25 years at 
St. Barnabas Church – and 40 years as 
a priest. Both events were marked in a 
service at the Church at which the Bishop 
of Oxford spoke of Father Michael’s “long 
and faithful ministry” and his dedication as 
a “much appreciated parish priest”. 

In November, however, the New Inn 
building was sold to Kevin Maxwell, some-
one else with money problems (though on 
a grander scale than Jean’s). Having sold 
his rural mansion to satisfy his creditors he 
has moved in with wife Pandora and their 
seven children. Good to see that some of the 
children are going to St. Barnabas School.

Ray Foulk is investigating the possi-
bilities for the Globe. He says that it is 
unlikely to be a pub again. “The brewery 
could not find a new tenant and the pub 
needed serious money to bring it up to 
current standards. This is a question of 
social change. It is difficult to drag peo-
ple away from their TV sets. There is an 
idea that we could relocate our enviro-
mental charity to the ground floor”. This 
could be combined with flats above.

Getting planning permission would 
mean demonstrating that there was no 
need for a pub – which would doubtless 
be disputed by former regulars. Novello 
would also have to prove the pub was not 
financially viable. George McDermott 
says it was. “It was going very well. In 
four years I built a new house out of that 
pub”. Having showed them round him-
self, he also says that at least ten people 
were interested in taking it over.

Ray Foulk will shortly present ideas 
and invite comments from local residents. 
Meanwhile if  you have ideas on how the 
building should be used you can write to 
Ray Foulk, The Globe, 59-60 Cranham 
Street, Oxford OX2 6DD.

In Memoriam

Christmas cheers

Jericho pensioners, 25 in all, tuck into a 
delicious, and free, Christmas lunch at the 
Bookbinders on December 12th.

The Community Association will hold another 
litter pick on Saturday 28th January, meeting 
outside the Community Centre at 10.00 a.m. 
Protective clothing and equipment will be 
provided. See overleaf.

Keep Jericho tidy
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Christmas at St. Barnabas Church. Carol 
Service, 18th December at 6.30 p.m. Mid-
night Mass, 24th at 11.45 p.m. Christmas 
services, 25th at 8 a.m. and 10.30 a.m. 
Halloween Thanks – The Community 
Association would like to thank the busi-
nesses who supported the Hallowe’en 
Party –  Kingston Fruiters, The Phoenix, 
the Co-op, and the Ozone Bowlplex.
Litter Pick – Don’t forget the Jericho 
Litter pick on Saturday January 28th. We 
meet outside the Community Centre at 
10.00 a.m. Apart from the chance to give 
our streets a thorough cleaning and chat 
to your neighbours you also get to dress 
up with appropriate gloves and apron and 
to use one of those long pincer things.
Jericho Playgroup – The Playgroup runs 
from 9.00 a.m.–11.30 a.m. Monday to 
Friday at the Community Centre. A 
parent-run co-operative, it is a small 
(16 children maximum), friendly group 
for 2–5 year-olds with a secure, gentle 
atmosphere.  For further details, phone 
Sarah on 515362.
Allotments – For a plot at Cripley Meadow 
call Carolyn Dutton on 552024.
Women’s Institute – Meets on the second 
Tuesday of each month at 7.30 p.m. at St 
Margaret’s Institute, Polstead Road.
Jericho Over-60s Bingo – Wednesday 
evenings at 6.30 p.m. for tea, bingo, and 
a get-together at Grantham House. Infor-

Classes at the Community Centre

Antenatal classes – Tues. and Wed. 7.30 
p.m.–9.30 p.m. Contact Virgil Clarke 
(N.C.T.) 727209. 
Egyptian Dance – Raqs Sharqi. Wed. 
6.30 p.m.–8.00 p.m. Contact, Katrina 
Robinson, tel. 777462. 
Fujian White Crane Kung Fu – Tues. 8.00 
p.m.–10.00 p.m. Sun. 6.30 p.m.–9.00 p.m. 
Contact: (07907) 545066
LA Martial Arts – Fri. 6.30 p.m.–9.30 
p.m. Sun. 12.30 p.m.–3.00 p.m. Contact 
Jenny Lauren. (0775) 4289795
Life Drawing – Sat. 11 a.m.–1 p.m. Con-
tact, Chris Nirrenski, tel. 559004. There 
are also some all-day sessions.
Music for Babies –  Mon. 9.45 a.m–11.45  
a.m. Noel Rainbird. Contact: 552539.
Oxford Internal Arts – Mon. 6.00 p.m.–
7.30 p.m. Tues. 6.30 p.m.–9.00 p.m. Wed. 

6.30 p.m.–8.30 p.m. Contact: 513863.
Oxford Sport and Martial Arts – Sat. 9.00 
a.m.–10.00 a.m. Contact Amy, 512473.
Oxford Tango Argentino – Thurs. 7.30 
p.m.–9.30 p.m. Contact: Antony Brown, 
(01869) 248459.
Middle Eastern Dance – Sun 3.00 p.m–
5.00 p.m. Contact: 513201.
Pilates – Fri. 9.30 a.m.–10.30 a.m. Con-
tact: Jenny Mould, tel. (0781) 1410573.
Tai Chi – Tues. 12.00 noon.–1.30 p.m. 
Mixed class. Everyone welcome. Contact 
Emma Westlake, tel. (0771) 0768810.
Wing Chun, Martial Arts – Mon. 6 
p.m.– 9.30 p.m. Contact Ed Yuen, tel. 
862518.
Yoga – Sun. 11.15 a.m.–12.15 p.m. Con-
tact Rupert Alison, 775532.
Yoga – Wed. 9.30 a.m.–11.30 a.m. Con-
tact: Ian Macdonald, tel. 516615.

mation from John Radford, tel. 558883.
Jericho Community Association – Meets 
on the second Monday of the month at 
the Community Centre at 8.00 p.m.  
Community Centre: Room hire and 
 enquiries: Sue Pead, tel. 557902.
Parents and toddlers group – Tuesdays in 
term time, 10.00 a.m.–12.00 noon at the 
Community Centre. There is no lower age 
limit. Contact Julie Goodall on 427787. 
Albert Street Chapel Sunday School 
– Every Sunday 3.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. for 
ages 3 to 14 years. Tel: 245939.
Contacting Councillors – City Council-
lors: Colin Cook (Labour), 285770.  
Susanna Pressel (Labour), 554001; she 
has a surgery at the Community Centre 
on the first Saturday of the month, 11.00 
a.m. to 12.00 noon.  County Councillors: 
Alan Armitage (Lib-Dem), 516115; Su-
shila Dhall (Green), 553415.
Police –  For crimes in progress, including 
vandalism and graffiti spraying, call 999.  
For other crimes, including anti-social 
behaviour, and for the  community beat 
officer, call 08458 505505. 
Canalside Mailing List – To join this, 
email admin@jerichocentre.org.uk.
Jericho on the web 
Community Centre: jerichocentre.org.uk
Jericho Echo: jerichoecho.org.uk 
Church and school: http://parishes.oxford.
anglican.org/sbarnabas/index.html

Walton 
Stationers

Post Office
Stationery

Greetings cards
National Lottery

Tobacco
Soft drinks

Lunchtime snacks

Open Monday to Saturday

Jericho Notice Board
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The Old 
Bookbinders 
 Ale House

Mon.	 Pool	competition	7.30	p.m
Tues.		 Quiz	Night	9.00	p.m.
Fri.		 Meat	draw
Sun.	 Games	Night

Food: Mon.-Sat. 12.00 p.m.-2.00 p.m 
and 6.00 p.m.-9.00 p.m. Sun. all day

17-18 Victor Street. Tel: 553549

carpenter
Fully qualified local carpenter 

available

Free quotation with no obligation

References available

Ivan Sheehy
Tel: 07717 130443
       01865 420688

Experienced in carpentry, joinery 
and general building services

Open all day. Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m. to  
midnight. Sun. 12 noon-11.30 p.m.

Ali’s 
Jericho 
Store

Groceries – Off-licence 
Newspaper deliveries

Open 7.30 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
 Seven days a week


