
raise the level. 
Jericho does have some history of 

flooding, but this was a result of water 
coming from the other direction, flow-
ing down the hill from Walton Street. 
Among other things this was because the 
construction of the canal had blocked the 
drainage. However, in the 1970s the water 
authority installed a new drainage system 
along with a pumping station in Nelson 
Street, which solved the problem.

Until recently there seemed to be little 
risk of water coming from the west. The 
lower part of Jericho used to lie within the 
Thames flood plain, but the canal now of-
fers a barrier and the land is probably a lit-
tle higher than before, maybe 30 centime-
tres. Meanwhile Port Meadow still soaks 
up a lot of excess river water. 

The flood possibility – that we might 
not be as secure as we thought – arose 
first from discussions on the development 
of the canalside site. As part of the com-
munity case against the redevelopment, 
the Jericho Living Heritage Trust and the 
Jericho Community Association carried 
out a flood risk assessment which showed 
that the northern part of the site is lower 
and vulnerable. It is clear too that more 
intense and sudden rainfall further up riv-
er, perhaps as a result of climate change, 

Waiting for the water

could leave us more exposed.
One implication for residents is more 

expensive house insurance. Thus far there 
does not seem to have been a problem. A 
number of residents have dutifully report-
ed the news of the revised flood map to 
their insurance companies and have been 
told that insurers would already have this, 
or better, information. Indeed it seems that 
they are more interested in knowing if there 
has been any recent history of flooding in 
Jericho – and since there has not been they 
do not appear particularly concerned. Of 
course the ‘one year in one hundred’ could 
be 2010.

Residents living close to the canal re-
ceived rather alarming news a few 

months back. The Environment Agency 
sent out a notice warning that the lower 
parts of Jericho, effectively all houses be-
tween the canal and Hart Street, were now 
considered at risk of flooding.

At a meeting for residents, officials 
from the Environment Agency explained 
that they had issued the new flood map not 
because of any fresh developments, but be-
cause they now had more accurate data on 
potential water flows.

What are the chances that those of us 
living within what is now categorized as 
‘Flood Zone 3a’ will get our feet wet? The 
Environment Agency warnings suggest we 
have a 1% chance of being flooded in any 
year. Or to put it another way, maybe once 
in a hundred years. 

In 2007, we seemed to come close to 
this, as the level of water from the Thames  
approached that of the canal. Another six 
inches might have done the trick. But in 
fact, according to the Environment Agen-
cy, it might have taken at least two or three 
times as much water to start flooding lower 
Jericho. This is because the first impact of 
more water arriving from the north would 
be to increase the speed of flow rather than 
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Parts of Jericho at flood risk

Environment Agency officer explains flood maps to Jericho Street resident Joëlle Mann

A close thing in 2007, as the river surges 
close to the top of the Isis Lock.

Oxford Complementary 
Health Practice

Acupuncture 
bodywork
& massage

health is more than just the absence of disease

www.healthyoxford.co.uk
for Acupuncture call Rachel: 07917 411552

for Massage & Bodywork call 
Humphrey: 07800 767086 or Vicky: 07779 854957

Top floor, Jericho Community Centre
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Mount Place makeover options

Jericho has few enough places to sit and 
think, so it is a shame that one of the 

most accessible spaces is so under used. 
Mount Place should be a good place to re-
lax and chat, but in practice few people lin-
ger. Most just see it as somewhere to walk 
past en route to the bridge over the canal. 
At times too it has been a quiet location for 
drug dealing.

To see what we might do about this the 
Council asked the architecture department 
at Oxford Brookes University if students 
would like to give some ideas. The stu-
dents seized on this with some gusto.

Each started with a notional budget of 
£10,000 and between them came up with 
18 scenarios which they presented at the 
September Area Committee meeting in St 
Barnabas School. The students picked up 
on  different aspects of the site –  the sights, 
for example, the sounds or the smells. 

They all of course wanted to retain the 
trees; indeed one envisaged new wooden 
bench seating and aimed to convert the 
area into an ‘arboretum’. Another, the ‘bird 
house’, offered places for birds to nest. 
One, inspired by local window boxes, con-
sidered creating  wooden ‘public window 
boxes’ where local residents might plant 
their own flowers. A number of students 
suggested that the area could be contoured 

Ideas from Oxford Brookes

Street Fair
Our annual street fair in June was another 
great success. Thousands of visitors from 
all over Oxford and beyond enjoyed lots 
of good food and an amazing variety 
of stalls as well as terrific music at both 
the Bookbinders stage and the Canal 
Street gazebo. Our thanks  to all the local 
businesses who provided prizes and to the 
City Council for subsidizing the stall hire.

or terraced so as to offer different levels 
for seating. A drinking fountain might be 
useful for passing joggers.

They also suggested removing the wall 
to open the area up to the canal. More radi-
cal proposals included mounting chiming 
pipes into the ground, or having a sheet of 
water coming down the side of Whitworth 
Place, or a series of elevated panels flutter-
ing across the site, or a green line painted 
on roads winding through Jericho to Mount 
Place.

On the 30th of October these ideas 
were followed up by a group of a dozen or 
so residents meeting with local councillors 
and a council officer. One of the issues, 
for example, was whether residents really 
would use the area for planting. Would 
anyone be interested in this?

Many people liked the idea of open-
ing the square to the canal, though there 
would probably still have to be some kind 
of fence. They also wanted to encourage 
the ‘dawn chorus’, which might include 
nightingales. 

Some residents supported the idea of 
some kind of uplighting mounted in the 
trees. People were also enthusiastic about 
having more benches, particularly if these 
could look down on Canal Street, with 
perhaps an information board about Jeri-
cho mounted on a nearby wall. Given that 
funds are limited, any changes will happen 
gradually – and all will be subject to ex-
tensive consultation. Council architects are 
now considering which of the suggestions 
might be pursued.

Students at the Area Committee meeting

For each proposal, students prepared 
an impressionistic collage. Above the 
‘arboretum’ with cross-benches. Below 
‘crescentic gardens’ with contouring. See 
more on the Jericho Echo website.

Our thanks again to Oxford University Press 
for printing this issue of the Jericho Echo

Bag that mess
Dog fouling is a serious problem in some 
parts of Jericho. Owners can be fined if they 
don’t clean up after their dogs. Note that 
securely wrapped dog-mess can be put into 
public refuse bins or your dustbin at home.

Let’s not miss the bus
The County Council’s four-year contracts 
with bus companies to provide subsidised 
services expire next June. The Council is now 
reviewing these and is seeking views on the 
No.17service. You will find the options 
they suggest on the Jericho Echo website. 
None involves withdrawal of the service. 
One is to shuttle only between Jericho and 
the city – with a half-hourly service. 

The 48 bus service, which goes once a 
week from Jericho to and from the Cowley 
Centre, and to Abingdon is, however, under 
threat, because it is very under used. Each 
passenger journey is on average subsidised 
by £4, compared with the £1.63 average 
for the 17/17A/17C service. We have 
until 4 January to send comments to: John 
Wood, Speedwell House, Speedwell 
St, Oxford, OX1 1NE, Tel:815802, or  
john.wood@oxfordshire.gov.uk. 

Paul Hornby shows his culinary skills

Walton Street Cycles
Due to the illness of the current owner of 
Walton Street Cycles, which consists of 
both the shop and the repair workshop in 
Cranham Terrace, the business is up for sale. 
Fortunately it will probably be bought by five 
local businessmen who are themselves keen 
cyclists, so there seems every chance that the 
business will continue as before.

Pat Berliner sings the praises of Jack, the 
‘fish man’, who sells fresh Grimsby fish 
outside the boatyard gate in St Barnabas 
Street from 5.45 p.m. every Friday. “His 
fish is far cheaper than in the shops and 
far, far better. We have been eating lots of 
wonderful fish since Jack arrived and more 
and more people are coming along each 
week”. You can also call him for special 
orders on 077 24 24 34 64.

Something fishy here
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At some point Jericho will become a 
conservation area. A public meeting 

in July considered the implications and a 
possible timeline.

At present Oxford has 16 conservation 
areas covering principally the medieval 
core and the 19th century suburbs. Jericho 
already has two listed buildings – St 
Barnabas Church and Oxford University 
Press, but a conservation area concerns 
not individual listed buildings but groups of 
buildings and the spaces in between. 

There are two types of conservation 
area. The weaker form is concerned 
with creating awareness and a sense of 
responsibility among residents – more 
carrot than stick. While this would be useful 
it would not add much to the powers the 
City already has for assessing planning 
applications, except perhaps when it 
comes to demolitions and the  character 
of replacement buildings.

The stronger type – with stick – takes 
the form of an ‘Article 4’ directive which 
would control many more aspects of 
development, including the replacement of 
doors and windows. It might also govern, 
say, the siting of solar panels which would 
have to go on rear-facing roofs only. It is 
not retrospective.

In Oxford only Osney Island has an 
Article 4 directive. Here it has caused some 
controversy, very popular with some residents, 
very unpopular with others, particularly those 
whose plans have been thwarted. 

In February, city councillors will request 
the funds to start the process in Jericho. 
The cost, including what is needed for 
an Article 4 directive, would be around 
£70,000 – for surveys, plans, and various 
steering group meetings and consultations.  
If everything goes ahead the process might 
be completed some time in 2011.

Painting with words  

We hope to open the playgroup again in 
January at the Jericho Community Centre. 
We are planning 2-hour sessions at least 
twice a week to begin with. If you are 
interested please call 557902 or email 
admin@jerichocentre.org.uk. 

Jericho Playgroup

Can you recommend someone 
who has done good, conscien-
tious work? Please let us know. 
The current list is: Car repairs: 
Autoworks 880381. Carpenters: 

Tony Everett, (07778) 907834. Cycle rick-
shaw: Oxoncarts 07747 024600. Flooring: 
Textures Flooring: 311807. General build-
er and landscaper: Steven Bishop, 07931 
342468. Home maintenance, including 
electrics and carpentry: Emmett  Schlueter, 
310007. Loft conversions, Oxfordshire 
Lofts, 07766 768404. Painter and Deco-
rator: Jamie Hornblow, 0779 515 0146; T. 
& J. Simpson, 07931935841.  Plumbers: 
M. Daniels, 557068; A1, 327732. Roof 
repairs: Keith Webster, 374585. TV, Video 
and Hi-Fi Repairs: Oxford Powershop, 
375834. Window installation, Raven Ar-
chitectural Glazing, 557514.

Tried and tested

An ancient graveyard – 1864 or thereabouts –
here lies an overflow of those then lost to cholera; 
some local notables, though most lying here unnamed. 
From this high window one evening I saw a family 
hacking out weeds, tending the grass, 
and I’ve seen folk on a bench eating their lunch. 
One of these days I must join them, explore, 
read the stones where the wording remains. 
You could be in the countryside, trees in full leaf, 
yet you’re only ten minutes’ walk from the town... 
If there were but a stream maybe chattering by 
as it is I feel too tired to do more than gaze down.

Gillian Rathbone, Furnace House, Walton Well Road

Conservation, carrots and sticks

Uneasy calm settles on the boatyard
The City Council has applied to the 

government for permission and funds  
to make a compulsory purchase of the 
boatyard site under the Sustainable 
Communities Act. ”If the Council purchased 
the land for the people of the city”, says 
Councillor Bob Price, “we would need to 
thrash out a definitive plan, taking account 
of the various proposals.” 

Since this is just one of 299 submission 
coming from around the country, of which 
only half a dozen or so will succeed, this is 
a long shot. At any rate, we should know 
more early in December.

This intervention has temporarily stalled 
the fund-raising efforts of the Jericho Living 
Heritage Trust which also wants to buy the 
land. The Trust is in discussion with indi-
viduals and funding bodies and is working 
to establish an ‘Industrial and Provident 
Society’ that might own the site on behalf 

of the community. 
Meanwhile it seems that a number 

of other developers have been sniffing 
around, though none has yet declared 
an interest, mindful perhaps of the recent 
history of successful community organiza-
tion, with the additional factor of the newly 
appreciated flood threat.

To fulfil its contract for the piece of land 
on the site for the new community centre, 
the Community Association has applied for 
outline planning permission which is now 
being considered by council officers. 

Whoever owns it, the site could remain 
unoccupied for some time, so some of the 
boaters, with the support of the Associa-
tion, are preparing a proposal to ask the 
administrators, PricewaterhouseCoopers, 
to let them re-open the DIY boatyard. Many 
canal boats are now in a poor state, and 
need a local repair option.

Water of life

Local poets read their work on October 
17 in Art Jericho in King Street. The gallery 
has a full programme ahead, starting on 
November 21 with  the Oxford Art Society 
Winter exhibition. ‘Art Fun for Christmas’ 
on December 12 from 10.30 a.m. will be 
an artist-led children’s workshop, making 
cards and decorations. Details from 
artjericho.com. Another venue for Jericho 
artists is the University of Oxford shop in 
High Street which has pictures by David 
Langford and Valerie Petts.

If you can spore a couple of hours to help maintain St Sepulchre’s please see the notice board overleaf

Food waste collection
Jericho is to be one of the pilot areas for 
collection of food waste. You can have a 
green ‘caddy’ to be collected weekly. The 
trial will start on December 7.

Thanks Mattie and Maureen
Mattie Marren and Maureen Wheelan, 
landlords of the Bookbinders, are now 
moving on. Good luck, and thanks for all 
your support, particularly on the street fair.
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Jericho Community Association – Meets 
on the second Monday of the month at the 
Community Centre at 8.00 p.m. Everyone 
in Jericho is a member of the Association 
and is welcome to the meetings.
Neighbourhood Action Group – The 
next community policing meetings  will be 
at 3.00 p.m. on 26 November in the Town 
Hall and on 14 January at the Community 
Centre. A member of the Neighbourhood 
Policing Team will also be available on 
Wednesday 16 December 6p.m.–7p.m. 
outside the Co-op.
Community Café – Every Sat. 11.00 a.m. 
to 1.00 p.m. at the Community Centre.
Drop-in for older people – Fri. 2.00 p.m.–
4.00 p.m. at the Community Centre. 
Friends of St Sepulchres Cemetery – 
Our next clean up will be on December 
8th and 10th, 10.00 a.m. to 12 noon. Can 
you help? Please bring your own secateurs 
or loppers and gloves. More information 
from Gennefer Clarke on 516414.
Jericho Living Heritage Trust – If you 
would like to offer support, please call 
553749, and ask for Stephanie or Peter.
Japanese lessons – From Kayoko Mochi-
zuki, a Jericho resident. Tel: 439856.
Jericho Youth Club – Fri. 7.00–9.00 p.m.  
Contact: Ana on 07799382521, or Mick 
on 07905111248. Or check the website:  
www.myspace.com/jerichoyouthclub.
Women’s Institute – Meets on the second 
Tuesday of each month at 8.00 p.m. at St 
Margaret’s Institute, Polstead Road.
Babies and Toddlers Group – Thurs. 9.00 
a.m.–11.00 a.m. at the Community Centre. 
Anyone with a pre-school child is welcome. 

Classes at the Community Centre

Antenatal classes – Mon., Tues. Wed. and 
Thurs. 7.30 p.m. to 9.30 p.m. Contact Vir-
gil Clarke (N.C.T.) 729209.
Ballet for Children – RAD classes for 
children from 3 years upwards. Mon. 3.30 
p.m.–5.45 p.m. Contact: Vicky Hill, tel. 
01993 709226 or victoria.hill@zen.co.uk
Egyptian Dance – Raqs Sharqi. Wed. 6.30 p.m.–
8.00 p.m. Contact Katrina Robinson, tel. 777462. 
Tai Chi, Qigong, Taoist Breathing & Medi-
tation – Wed. 6.00 p.m.–7.30 p.m. Contact: 
07986 621112. 
Oxford Tango Argentino – Thurs. 7.30– 9.30 
p.m.  Contact: Antony Brown, (01869) 248459.

Pilates – Mon. Fri. 12.15-1 p.m,  con-
tact Ivana Starkova 0781 8062351 or  
 ispilates@yahoo.co.uk. 
Pilates – Tues. 1.00 p.m.-2.00 p.m. Thurs. 
7.30 p.m.–8.30 p.m. Contact: Tiago Men-
dez, tel. 07760 444416
Cuban Salsa Dance – Wed. 8.00–9.00 
p.m. Contact: Sissi Hernandez, tel. 0782 
528982
Tai Chi – Tues. 10.30 a.m.–12.00 p.m. 
Mixed class. Everyone welcome. Contact 
Emma Westlake, tel. 0771 0768810.
Urban Dance – Tues. 8.00-9.00 p.m. Tel. 
07951393710
Wing Chun, Martial Arts – Mon. 6.30 p.m.– 
9.30 p.m. Contact Ed Yuen, tel. 862518.

No lower age limit. Contact Trudy Foulk on 
760048, or trudefoul@yahoo.co.uk.
Sunday School – At the Community Cen-
tre, Sun. 10.00 a.m.–12.00 noon.
Art Jericho – From November 21, Oxford 
Art Society. Details at artjericho.com
Guitar lessons in Jericho – Most styles. 
www.maxmoonlight.co.uk
Contacting Councillors – City Coun-
cillors: Colin Cook (Labour) 721844.  
Susanna Pressel (Labour), 554001; she 
has a surgery at the Community Centre on 
the first Saturday of the month, 11.00 a.m. 
to 12.00 noon.  County Councillors: Alan 
Armitage (Lib-Dem), 516115; Susanna 
Pressel (Labour) 554001.
Police –  Jericho’s Neighbourhood Spe-
cialist Officer is PC Steve Gibbens. For 
crimes in progress, including vandalism 
and graffiti spraying, call 999. For other 
crimes, call 08458 505505. The local team 
can also be contacted by email at jaw@
thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk.
Training Opportunity – Would you like 
to train to work with children? There may 
be opportunities in Jericho, with flexible 
hours, leading to a recognised qualifica-
tion. For more information, please contact  
traceyperry282@btinternet.com or 556395 
or Susanna Pressel, as above.
Jericho Online
Jericho Echo: jerichoecho.org.uk 
Community Centre: jerichocentre.org.uk
Youth Club: myspace.com/jerichoyouthclub.
Church: sbarnabas.org.uk
School: st-barnabas.oxon.sch.uk
Community Boatyard: jcby.co.uk
Jericho Living Heritage Trust: jlht.org

Jericho Notice Board
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The Old 
Bookbinders 
 Ale House

Tues.  9.00 p.m. Charity Quiz
Sun.  9.00 p.m. Open mic. night

Mon.-Tues. 5.00 p.m.-12.00 midnight
Wed. 5.00 p.m.-11.00 p.m.

Fri.-Sat. 12.00 noon-12.00 midnight
Sun. 12.00 noon-11.00 p.m.

Tel: 553549
Canal Street, Jericho

Capstone 
 Archway
Office supplies

Fax-Photocopiers-Cordless Phones 
Answerphones-Computer Accessories

• Friendly, helpful service
• No minimum order
• Large discounts

Telephone: Bill Wilson on 558557
Email: brobilwil@aol.com

106 Cardigan Street, Jericho, Oxford OX2 6BW

Ali’s 
Jericho 
Store

Groceries – Off-licence 
Newspaper deliveries

Open 7.30 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
 Seven days a week

Home
Maintenance

Over 30 years experience
as a Skilled Craftsman and 

Expert Handyman

All your DIY jobs, including electrical and 
carpentry, undertaken by

Jericho resident, Emmett Schlueter

Tel: 01865 310007 Mob: 07779 985234
home.maintenance@ntlworld.com


