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School warns of more cuts 

Parents of children at St 
Barnabas School are be
ing warned of a new 
round of education cuts 
next year. As the new 
academic year gets un
derway, the school has 
already had to cut 
spending by £10,000. 
It could have been worse. At one point, 
governors were facing the loss of a teacher 
and a reduction from six classes to five . 
They managed to avoid the crisis by using 
up money from the school reserves and 

The Echo is back 
After several years in hibernation, our 
community newspaper is bursting back 
into life . Published by the Jericho 
Community Association, the paper will 

Teacher, Carol Mahony at St. Barnabas 

qualifying for extra funds because of the 
rising number of pupils. 

Governors are worried that they 
won't be so lucky next time. With the 
Government's refusal to increase the 
amount spent on education, or fund the 
teachers ' pay award of 2.7%, education 
authorities have been forced to cut their 
schools budget. In Oxfordshire that has 
meant a 7% reduction in spending. 

Atthebe~nningofthisy~,the 

effect on St Barnabas was a cut in spending 
of just over 6.5%- around £25,000. At a 
stormy meeting in March, governors were 
faced with a number of choices. They 

be produced approximately quarterly 
and distributed free . It will have as many 
pages as we can fill, or afford. Thanks to 
Oxford University Press for printing this 
issue free, and also to Lucy's, Worcester 
College, and all our advertisers for your 
support. Thanks also to our contributors, 
and to Jim Needle, Canal Street, for the 
panoramic illustration at the top of the 
page . 

If you would like to send a 
letter, write an article, advertise, or help 
with distribution, please contact the 
Echo. Details are on the back page . 

could have staged a mass resignation in 
protest, or they could have simply have 
overspent their budget. In either case the 
education authority would have taken 
control of the school. The governors 
eventually decided to stay put and im
plement the cuts, rather than let someone 
else take over. 

Luckily, St Barnabas was given a 
reprieve when the rising number of pupils 
for this coming year meant it qualified for 
extra money. Using up most of the 
school's savings has also cushioned the 
cuts. However, the school has still had to 
lose one of the YTS student helpers as well 
as 55 hours of classroom assistant time. 
And it also has less money to spend on 
books and equipment. 

Head teacher, Hilary Hiorns, told 
the Echo: "We are very fortunate in re
ceiving so much support from our parents 
and governors. Our parents have been 
wonderful in writing to their MPs and 
councillors, attending meetings and join
ing in the protest at County Hall . We are 
going to need that level of support again 
next year if, as I think, there will be more 
cuts ." 

And she appealed to parents and 
other concerned residents of Jericho: "We 
still need you to write to your MPs, 
councillors and the Government to make 
sure that education is not cut again". 
Tim Handley, St Barnabas 
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Planning in a fine predicament 
On Saturday 4 November there will be a 
bonfire party on the canal front in the 
old Orchard Cruisers Yard, entrance by 
St Barnabas Church. Do come, and 
bring things to burn by mid-day. Apart 
from a chance to get to know more 
people this will also be an opportunity to 
say good-bye to this particular stretch of 
canal frontage. 

British WateiWays, which owns 
the site, and has kindly given permission 
for the party, hopes that worlc will start 
next spring on its 10 houses, 2 flats , 
boating shop and office, cafe, and 
pedestrian/cycle bridge. The architect's 
drawings of the scheme showed narrow

boats tied up in front of the little 
houses . There seems little chance 

of that, since the moorings will be 

Quality Woolshop 
Specialising in 
the Handmade 

Handknits, blanket chests, silk scarves, 
quilts, jewellery, bedspreads, pottery 

Monday-Saturday l Oam-6pm 

104 WALTON STREET 
OXFORD 311 008 

AUTOWORK 
(John & Martin Aldworth) 

Repairs 
Servicing 
Bodywork 

Used car 
sales 

29 Wellington St. -Tel: 52186 
Of! Walton SL, corTII!r of Canal St. & Nelson SL 
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private. The best that can be said of the 
development is that it will tidy up a now 
derelict area and provide better access to 
the station. The worst is that it represents 
another missed opportunity to add sig
nificantly to the amenities of Jericho. 

When the site next door - the 
Nelson Street former home of Architec
tural Antiques - became available for 
development at the same time, it seemed 
there might be a golden opportunity to 
improve life in Jericho. Proposals for the 
two sites went for approval at the same 
planning meeting in 1993 . Pleas that they 
be considered together in order to maxi
mize the planning gain fell on ears which, 
if not entirely deaf, could hear only one 
voice clearly- that of the developers . The 
Nelson Street site now houses a student 
block for Worcester College. 

Could the Council have done any 
different? Gone are the days when the 
Council led planning. It is no longer 
proactive but reactive, with little power to 
take planning decisions. It is now a pawn in 
a larger battle between (Conservative) 
central government and (Labour) local 
government. The Planning Committee can 
only delay decisions - and then only for a 
short period. Several years ago it had to pay 
a fme of £75,000 when a developer ap
pealed to the Secretaiy of State against 
their continued opposition to a proposed 
development in the station area. Under
standably perhaps, the Planning Commit
tee now seem to have lost its nerve. 

In the light of this it seems un
likely that the six further canal corridor 
developments will be as good for the area 
as they should be. Each will be decided 
piecemeal, on its merits. The planners have 
limited powers. They argue that since 
developers own particular pieces of land, 
they may develop them to suit themselves 
within the law. When the developers sell, 
however, as they intend to, it is not they but 
we who will have to live with the conse
quences. 
George Taylor, Gt. Clarendon St. 

The Jericho Tavern, now the Philanderer 
and Firkin, Walton St. Illustration by 
Norman Pollack, Richmond Road. 

Why is Jericho so called? That is a ques
tion which is often asked but there is no 
written record, traditional tale or legend to 
tell us . All we do know is that the Jericho 
House tavern was first built around 1650 
and took its name from the surrounding 
area of allotments or gardens known as 
Jericho Gardens. This was once part of the 
manor of Walton whose manor house 
stood approximately where St Sepulchre's 
cemetry lies, with its farm cottages and 
their gardens spread out along Walton 
Street towards the site of the current Uni
versity Press building . 

But all is not lost. The name 
Jericho also occurs elsewhere in England, 
taken from the parable of the Good Sa
maritan . Traditionally the name was given 
to places where travellers who arrived after 
the town gates had closed at sunset could 
find lodgings overnight. For travellers 
coming into Oxford heading for either the 
north or the west gates along one of the 
two ancient tracks which crossed Port 
Meadow, this was the obvious place to 
stay. The only place, in fact. 

Christine Cowham, Guy Court 

WALTDI\I !iTREET PD!iT OFFICE 
Open for your convenience for:-

,OST OFFICE - CARDS & STATIONER'/ 
SANDWICHES - CHILLED & RlESH FOOD 
TOBACCO- SOFT DRINKS- RlUIT & VEt; 
CONFEeTIONAil'l- t;JlOCEJl'l - NATIONAL LOTTER'/ 
Mon-Sat: Sam-1 Opm - Sun: 9am-1 Opm 

Post Office: Mo/Tu/J'h!Fr: 9am-Jpm, 2pm-5.30pm - Wed: 9am-lpm - Sat: 9am-12.30pm 



New plants for old 
Our first gardening column invites you 
to join in a plant exchange. 

This has been an extraordinary summer, 
from hail to heat wave. Jericho has its own 
little micro-climate and quite possibly its 
own soil characteristics. Mine was defi
nitely ferrous, until I dug up a large iron 
plank that must have been there since it 
migrated, with difficulty, from Lucy ' s. 

The new pest is lily beetle. It has been 
around for some years now, but has only 
lately arrived in Oxford. The beetle itself is 
quite pretty - a petunia red. I have taken to 
using a small pair of pliers to catch them 
and - ugh - squash them. Why this 
bloodlust? Well, it's not just a case of 
damaged lilies, it's much worse; the bee
tle 's lifestyle includes at one stage larvae 
which not only destroy all the lily leaves, 

but leave the whole plant covered 
with a revolting black slime. At 

There are some plants 
that flourish in Jericho, and 
some that don't, even if you t•.:;n~llll!!!lo.. stage, you will wish you 
sit up with them all night. 
Among the "good doers" 
I would list bindweed, dandelions, roses, 
buddleia, marguerites, phlox, daffodils, 
clematis, and more bindweed. Irises grow 
if you can find them the "well-drained 
sunny spot" that most gardening writers' 
gardens seem to consist of. Grass grows, in 
fits and start:s. Mercifully, few of our 
gardens are big enough to house a noisy, 
smelly mowing monster dependent on 
fossil fuel. So the summer afternoons are 
quiet, save for the curses of wasp haters . 
Why were there so many wasps this 
summer? 

Two pests: one always with us, 
the other new. The first of course is snails . 
No, there 's no answer. I do know someone 
who picks them all up, evening after 
evening, and trudges down to Port 
Meadow, where he frees them to run loose. 
Green as I try to be, this is too much. I 
resort to those blue pellets, which do work. 

had been ruthless earlier. 
Autumn is the time 

to assess gardening triumphs and draw a 
veil over the disasters. You will have to dig 
your triumphs up, quite soon, and divide 
them, or they ' ll take over the whole gar
den. What do you do with all the good 
bits? I have the answer- a plant exchange. 
You put the unwanted plants in a con
tainer, such as a family size yoghurt pot, a 
plastic bag, or even a plant pot, stick in a 
label, bring them along to a central location 
and then go home with someone else's. 

If you think the idea would work, 
may I suggest: PLACE: 49 Cranham 
Street. DATE: Saturday, 14 October. 
TIME: I shall welcome contributions be
tween lOam and 12 noon, and between 
2pm and 4pm. If you would like to check in 
advance, please call: 514922. In our next 
issue, I will report progress. Meanwhile, 
happy gardening. 
Liza Picard, Cranham Street 

Trust fund for St. Barnabas 
St Barnabas needs to raise a great 
deal of money (about £250,000) to 
repair the famous Tower, to reno
vate the rainwater disposal system, 
and to restore the church. A Trust 
Fund will be set up and donations 
solicited. English Heritage has al
ready promised to help but a great 
deal depends on Oxford people 

who know our beautiful church. 
We celebrate our 126th 

birthday on October 22nd when the 
preacher will be Fr. Martin Warner, 
the Administrator of the Shrine at 
Walsingham. After the service there 
will be a lunch (by ticket) at Worces
ter College. 

Fr. Michael Wright, St Barnabas 
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What did VE and VJ 
days mean to you? 

They should have meant days of 
thanksgiving for 50 years of peace. And 
we remember with gratitude the wounded 
and the widows . Caring for them has 
become a challenge to the Royal British 
Legion (RBL) . 

Why is the Poppy Appeal still 
necessary? Well, there are still many 
pensioners and widows from the two 
World Wars . And the Appeal also cares 
for younger ex-service men and women 
who have served in recent conflicts - on 
behalf of Britain or the United Nations. 

The RBL has seven residential 
homes caring for 450 people, as well as 
free convalescent homes used by 4,300 
people each year. Many people benefit in 
other ways, including allowances, em
ployment training, and medical support. 
And we run pilgrimages around the world 
to visit !"ar graves or memorials . 

This is mainly financed by the 
Poppy Appeal which relies on some 
300,000 voluntary collectors . 

I have been collecting in the 
Jericho area for almost 30 years. People 
are very generous and each year has 
always shown an increase. Last year, 
including Kingston Road and the side 
streets we raised a total of£ 1,253 . 

As Chairman of the St. Giles 
Branch I invite all ex-service personnel to 
join, and anyone wishing to become an 
associate member can come along to our 
meetings which are held monthly at the 
Jericho Community Centre . 

Sid Black, 22 Canal Street. Tel: 53498. 

TANDOORI RESTAUIU.NT 

THE FINEST INDIAN 
RESTAURANT IN 
OXFORDSHIRE 
Fully Air Conditioned 

Large Parties Welcome 
Function Room Available 

Vegetarian Menu 
Take-A way Service 

Open 12.00pm-2.30pm 
& 6.00pm-11.30pm 

108 WALTON STREET, OXFORD 
Tel. (01865) 54905/310102 
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Allotting exercise 
When I discovered allotments I discovered 
a world of difference very close to home. 
The idea of allotments where people se
riously and studiously work at growing 
their cabbages and carrots was shot to bits. 
I discovered a wilderness that I could take 
hold of and enjoy, and get some really nice 
eats into the bargain. If I wanted to keep fit 
there was no need to pay the local gym. I 
could do that by cutting grass, digging, and 
building cold frames and rabbit fencing. 
The hoeing was good too for the tummy 

25 years at school 
In September, Mrs Ann Magnani com
pleted 25 years teaching at St. Barnabas 
School. On the first day back after the 
summer holiday, she celebrated the oc
casion with a special cake from the staff 
and by planting a tree in the school 
courtyard. 

International Evening - On Thursday 
October 19th at 6pm the School holds its 
annual International Evening when parents 
and children bring food cooked to recipes 
from their own countries and contribute to 
an international entertainment. 
Area Committee Meeting - This is not a 
'committee meeting' at all, more of an 
open forum where you can grill local 
councillors and council staff. Usually, very 
interesting. The next meeting is on Tues
day October 31 in the school at 7.30pm. 
Two of the topics will be recreation fa
cilities in Jericho, and noise complaints. 
Saturday Morning Kids Club- Outdoor 
activities in Jericho for children aged 9-12 
years. Saturday mornings, 10am-12pm. 
For more information, please contact 

muscles, and swmgmg the scythe did 
wonders for the waist. But what was best 
of all was that I could do it how I liked, and 
when I liked. I started growing things that 
I never dreamed of eating before I dis
covered allotments. It was a grow your 
own fitness routine starting with the ex
ercise and continuing with the changed 
diet: vegetables of all kinds - and free 
from substances over which I had no 
control. As Secretary of the Cripley 
Meadows Allotment Association I would 
be pleased to give any further information 
about local allotments. Tel: 311116 
Lynne Fredlund, Cranham Street. 

Looking for a part-time job? 

Administrator 
Community Centre 

8 or 1 0 hours per week 
Ideal for someone recently 
retired. Salary negotiable 

Ring: 57530 

Debbie Tranter. Tel: 744915/741759. 
St Barnabas Church extends a warm 
welcome to all in Jericho. Parish Eucha
rist: 10.30am every Sunday. Vicar: Fr. 
Michael Wright. Tel: 57530. 
Syringes - If you find a syringe on the 
field, or elsewhere, ring Environmental 
Health on 252382, 8.30am-5pm. Out of 
hours, ring the Police on 266000 and ask 
for the rota team. Be prepared to give the 
exact location and number of syringes, and 
whether they are loose or in a container. 
Community Policeman - PC Liam 
O'Donovan, Tel : 266229 
Next issue of the Jericho Echo - This 
will be January 1996. If you want to con
tribute or include announcements or ad
vertising please address them to the 
Jericho Echo, 51 Cranham Street. 
Plant Exchange- Oct. 14. Seep. 3. 
Bonfire Party- Nov 4. See p. 2 

The Jericho Echo is published by the Jericho Community Association, Jericho 
Community Centre, Canal Street, Oxford. Editor: Peter Stalker, 51 Cran~?m St. Tel : 
52794 or 514922 . If you can help with distribution, please contact Ph1l.ppa Foot. 
Tel : 57130. This edition printed courtesy of Oxford University Press, Walton Street. 

A 1 Plumbing a Heating 

Showers 
Bathrooms I II~ 

'---~a.lll:""" ..... - - Central Heating 
SERVICES 

Mutton Yard, 46 Richmond Road, Oxford OX1 2JT. Tel: 56688 
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Gluttons 
Delicatessen 
110 Walton Street- Tel: 53748 

"A Me.ai. WahoCLt Che.cwe. 
ti like. a. be.a.u.-U6 u.e 

woman wah only one. e.ye." 
Brillat.Saverin 

The Philosopher in the Kitchen 
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Noel and Tony Reilly 

would like to ask the people of 
Jericho to bear with us as we 
settle into the Prince of Wales, 
Walton Street. 

It is one of our ambitions to 
make this a community
involved pub. 

Wide Range of Beers, 
Wines and Spirits 

Services include: 
•Sale or return 
•Free home delivery 
•Bulk discounts 
•Free glass loan 

153 Walton Street. Tel :53174 

SOMETHING 
YOUNG LONDON DESIGNERS 

30 Walton Street. Tel: 59782 

WOMEN: 
abe hamilton 
MEN: 
DR MARTENS 
NIGEL HALL 

Jericho residents 10% discount 


