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Reverse on parking charges 
Jericho residents, along 
with groups all over the 
city, overwhelmingly re
iected the £50 per permit 
parking proposal. But the 
issue remains wide open. 
At a meeting on November 7 the City 
Council withdrew its support for the 
proposal to charge for residents· and 
Yisitors · parking. In fact the idea 
originated from the County Council, 
but by the time you read this the County 
should have fallen into line. 

This proposal incensed Jericho 
residents - though the protest took a while 
to get going. The 40 or so people present at 
the regular Area Committee meeting on 
September 4 ex1>ressed some concern but 
there did not appear to be any violent ob
jections. The protests only started in ear
nest when orders for the scheme were 
posted on lamp posts. 

Nigel Hiscock of Great Claren
don Street, one of the campaign organiz
ers, says: "It all started in the Bookbinders 
Anns. People were rampaging up and 
down the floor. We wanted to get a petition 
together but thought it would carry more 
weight corning from the Community As
sociation". As a result Jeanne Needle, 
Chair of the Association, called an 
emergency meeting to organize distribu
tion of leaflets and make the petition 
available. In just five days they gathered 
663 names. In addition, the Council re
ceived 75 individual letters from Jericho 
residents, almost all against. 

Local traders were also alarmed 
that draconian enforcement would drive 
away customers. Sandy Fleming of the 
Well-Being clinic in Walton Street was so 
provoked that she decided to form the 
Walton Street and Kingston Road Traders 
Association. This has now been registered 
and presented its own petition. 

The revised proposal is that 

Fortunately there's still room for visitors 

parking enforcement be financed from 
fines and the fees from on-street parking. 
Hopefully, this will support the same kind 
of patrolling as at present. This may be 
good for car-owners but not necessarily 
everyone else: previously the County used 
some funds from on-street parking to fi
nance gaps in the social services and 
education budgets. If, however, residents 
decide they need more intense activity then 
they can ask for ' super-enforcement' - at 
£50 per permit. The scheme will come into 
force on February 3 when the County 
Council takes over responsibility for en
forcement from the police and Oxfordshire 
becomes a ' Special Parking Area' . 

What this means for Jericho is 
very much up in the air - partly because of 
the uncertainties of the new scheme but 
also because the parking situation in 
Jericho could deteriorate rapidly . At pre
sent there is not much of a problem with 
daytime commuter parking. The problems 
come in the evening, particularly around 
the restaurants and pubs. 

But there are ominous signs. 
First, the demand for permits is rising 
steeply. At present there are 634 residents ' 
parking spaces and 191 short-term public 
spaces. In 1992 the City Council issued 
583 permits, but in 1996 it issued 865 -
well in excess of the available spaces, 
though this includes some reissues for new 

cars and changes of address . Second. the 
plans for cutting down traffic in the centre 
could well displace cars out to Jericho. 
This would not just be during weekdays 
but also at weekends. particularly with the 

_advent of Sunday trading. 
Subsequently this could 

go one of two directions. Traders 
fear that wardens will enthusi

astically patrol Jericho as a way of 
making up the income. Nigel His

cock thinks on the other hand tL that enforcement could be even 
more limited than at present. "Then 

if people were dissatisfied they would haYe 
to pay for 'super-enforcement' . so in the 
end the Council would get its own way:· 

Another concern is a conflict of 
interest between residents who want effi
cient (preferably free) enforcement and 
traders like the Phoenix Cinema who think 
it will harm their business. Sandy Fleming 
argues that more could be done to have 
residents and visitors share parking spaces 
during the day. "What we need is a balance 
between residents and traders··. 

For the time being the cam
paigners await the enforcement proposals 
which should emerge in the new year. But 
the key decisions will not be taken until a 
review of the scheme after it has been in 
place for 12 months. 

GOODNEWS 
NEWSAGENT 

Convenience grocer 
Sandwiches 

Hot & Cold Drinks and Pies 
Cigarettes & Tobacco 

Confectionary 

Newspapers & Magazines 
delivered in Jericho area 

only 50p a week delivery charge 

151 Walton Street. Tel: 311886 
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Welcome Reiects 

Members of the 'Jericho 
Rejects' drama group are 
among Oxford's most 
popular entertainers. 

The Jericho Rejects first got together to 
organize a street party for the Queen's 
Silver Jubilee. A few years later we or
ganized a street party for Charles and 
Diana's wedding- for this we performed 
a 'cabaret' . This little event gave us the 
appetite for more and we staged the first 
Jericho Rejects pantomime . 

For the opening of the Com
munity Centre we provided a sing-along. 
This led to an invitation to entertain at 
the Town Hall for the OAP's Christmas 
party. To our surprise we were asked to 
perform our sing-alongs at other venues 
in and around the city, and have been 
asked back year after year. We do not 
make a charge but most places give us a 
donation for our charity . 

For the past twelve years we 
have entered a float in the Lord Mayor's 
parade . Our record is: four first places, 
one second, two thirds, and two 'most 
imaginative'. This year the theme was 
'books '. Many thanks to our supporters 
who cheered us on as Dalmatians from 
101 Dalmatians . Another first. 

This year we have our annual 
OAP's Christmas party in St Barnabas 
School Hall on December 14 at 3.30 
pm. All the pensioners of the parish are 
welcome to join us . 

We have had lots of slip-ups 
and mistakes, but have lots of laughter 
and pleasure . We enjoy every minute of 
it . The proudest and most memorable 
was performing in South Parks in May 
1995 to commemorate VE Day. The 
sight of the crowd waving hankies, and 
linking arms singing Land of Hope and 
Glory with us was a moment never to be 
forgotten. 
Wendy Matthews, Walton Street 
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mract~ of ancient malton 
An excavation behind a 
house in Walton Street of
fered a glimpse of a 
late-Saxon settlement and 
a medieval farmhouse. 

The ancient name of Walton implies a 
settlement beyond the walls of Oxford. So 
its origins must be later than the first walls 
built around Oxford by the Saxons in AD 
911. Nevertheless the ancient manor of 
Walton was certainly in existence before 
the Norman conquest in 1066. 

This was quite a large area -
stretching from the Northgate to the 
southern boundary of Wolvercote and 
including the land between the Thames to 
the East and the Cherwell to the West. The 
name 'Walton Field ' occurs in the late 
12th century and within 200 years the 
whole of north Oxford was known by this 
name. The modem Walton Manor Estate 
which lies to the north of Jericho was the 
result of a planned development by St. 
John's in the 1860s. 

Much of Walton Field was ag
ricultural land. There was only one set
tlement worthy of the name and that was 
the 'Waltone' mentioned in the Domesday 
Survey of 1086. Later we know that be
tween 1210 and 1228 the priory of St. 
Frideswides (in Botley Road) which held 
possessions in Walton granted land to 
William, the son of the dean. He had to 
return most of this to pay his debts, but 
asked for a lease for life of ' the principal 
house at Walton with its garden and 
meadow'. This was the first real indication 
of a particular building in medieval Wal
ton. Then in 1306 there is mention of a 
grange (an independent monastic farm) 
belonging to the abbot of Osney, which 
according to the Victoria County History 
of Oxfordshire, was 'presumed to be on 
the site of the later manor house '. But 
where was that? 

One clue appears following the 

dissolution of the monasteries. In 15-ll 
Henry VIII sold the monastery holdings in 
Walton to his physician Georg Owert and 
in 1573 Georg"s son Richard sold them on 
to St. John· s College. At this point the 
description of the property refers to 'the 
ferme house in Walton· and a medieval 
survey in the college records shows the 
chief part of the property to lie to the west 
of Walton Street so there is a good chance 
that the farm house also lay on the west 
side. A further clue is provided by An
thony Wood, writing in 1661 · ... I shall 
speak of ... Walton Street ... leading from 
Stockwell Street by Gloucester College to 
Walton farme ·, indicating that the farm lay 
somewhere close to the end of Walton 
Street. On the basis of these indications, 
Anthony Clarke in 1889 located the farm 
house roughly where the chapel once 
stood in St. Sepulchre ·s cemetery. 

But a small-scale excavation 
behind 75 Walton Street some years ago 
suggests an alternative location. The ex
cavation revealed a small pit containing 
finds belonging to the late Saxon settle
ment. This was sealed by a layer of rub
bish of the 15th and 16th centuries, in
cluding a glazed ridge tile, and a piece of 
glazed floor tile, suggesting a building 
more substantial than a peasant's cottage. 
A likely candidate is the medieval ·fenne 
house in Walton'. The large timber
framed house at 73 Walton Street seems a 
probable successor of 18th century date. 
Ray Inskeep, Walton Street 

New face on the beat 
Jericho at last welcomes a new Com
munity Copper. P.C. Nicola Hampshire 
started work in mid-November and will 
be a regular visitor, working either early 
or late shifts. She has transferred after a 
year working in the central area "So I 
should be able to recognize any of the 
habitual offenders who move into Jeri
cho". If you would like to contact her, you 
can leave a message at 266333. 

C 
Domestic and Commercial Flooring Contractors 

~ a.~-. Carpets • Rugs 

t~i~~~looring Studio Ltd 
·-:· .. . :.·::::_. __ :-:-::::;.:-.-:-:-:::::::-:::-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-· -:-.-:-:-:-:-:-.-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-.-. 

··.·-·-:-:-:-:-·-·-·-···-····· 

85 Welton Street, Oxford OX2 6EA. Tel: 311550. Fex: 310130 



Question of swings and roundabouts 
The school is proposing 
that the children's play
ground be moved from its 
present site behind the 
school to the corner of the 
school field at Hart Street 
and Great Clarendon 
Street. 

This is partly to offer the school a more 
coherent expansion plan. But it should 
also provide the children with a much 
better playground. 

St Barnabas First School needs to 
replace the two existing temporary class
rooms next to the present playground with 
more permanent structures. Head 
Teacher Hilary Hiorns says: "We hope to 
have funding for new classrooms in the 

near future and 
are looking for 
ways of im-

proving the 
school and its 
site - offering a 

better layout and 
making it more 

secure." Using the 
playground area 

would permit the 
construction of new 

classroom 
buildings 

~P.&w///..:wn•·r.u nd 
a central 

courtyard. If 
the school gets 

funds for the immediate construction of 
the new classrooms then the money would 
probably be available from February 
1997. Currently there are also proposals 
to reorganize the school system in Ox
fordshire and if this happened it would 
almost certainly mean further expansion 
for St Barnabas - which makes it all the 
more important to establish a coherent 
layout at this stage. 

Such a move would also offer a 
safer location for the playground for 
younger children. At present it is tucked 
away out of sight so if there are any 
problems with older children, or adults, it 
is difficult to spot what is going on. The 
new location would be much more public. 

The City Council also says that it 
will take the opportunity to replace the 
rather rusty and dilapidated playground 
equipment. "This would provide a won
derful new play area for younger children 
in Jericho", says Hilary Hiorns, "in addi
tion to the school field which is open for 
community use after school and at the 
weekends." The entrance to the play
ground would be in Hart Street (there is 
more traffic in Great Clarendon Street). 
There would also be benches for adults. 

City councillor Susanna Pressel 
says that she hopes the community in 
Jericho will support the proposal, but she 
and the other school governors want to 
make sure there is the fullest possible 
consultation with parents and other 
residents before these ideas are taken any 
further. If you have any comments or 
suggestions you should contact Hilary 
Hiorns at the school as soon as possible. 

Over-60s Club sets the pace 
As we bow out of 1996 and look forward to 
1997, the Jericho Over-60s Club has en
joyed another successful year. We had ten 
trips during the year that ended with a 
cream or fish-an.d-chip tea and a pub din
ner. The last trip of the year was in No
vember to Moreton-in-Marsh Christmas 
market. We also had some very interesting 
speakers. 

The Committee is now planning a 
full programme for 1997 which I believe all 
our members will approve of. We close for 
the Christmas break until January 1997. 
Our break-up party on December 13 will 
include a buffet and live entertainment and 
on December 15 we hold our annual 
Christmas dinner. 

During 1996 we lost four well
loved friends and members: Reg Duester, 
Betty O'Hanrahan, Anne Teal and Jan 

Coles who will be sadly missed. 
May I take this opportunity to 

thank all the shops and pubs in Jericho who 
have supported the club, as well as the 
Al-Sharni, Lucy's, Ruskin College, Tesco, 
Sainsburys, Matks and Spencers, and the 
Randolph Hotel. Thanks to everyone for 
their generous donations and raffle prizes 
in recent years. All the members of the club 
send you season's greetings. 

Our AGM will be held on Feb
ruary 14 1997 at 2 pm in Grantham House. 
Club meetings are held in Grantham House 
at 2 pm on the second Friday of each 
month. New members are welcome. 
Eddie James, Chairman, Whitworth Place. 

Our thanks again to Oxford University Press 
for printing this issue of the Jericho Echo 

Dedicated to all the builders 
working in Jericho last 
summer, and to those who 
employed them. To the tune 
of 'Skip to my Lou' 

-9-

Hey ho, skip in the street, 
Hey ho, skip in the street, 
Hey ho, skip in the street, 
Skip in the street my darling. 

I'm the boss, my name is Jim. 
It's tomorrow that we begin 
To wreck the kitchen, put a new one in, 
Skip in the street my darling. 

CHORUS 

This is Eric who likes his eggs fried, 
This is Darren whose dog's just died, 
This is Gary who's a brickie on the side, 
Skip in the street my darling. 

CHORUS 

It'll only take a day to bring down the walls, 
It'll only take a day to rip up the floors, 
An hour no more to take out all the doors, 
And throw them in the skip my darling. 

CHORUS 

But ... 
It may take a week to find a carpenter, 
It may take more to get a plasterer, 
It may be months before the plumber 
Throws stuff on the skip my darling 

CHORUS 

And ... 
Out come the neighbours 

in the middle of the night, 
With television sets in black and white, 
A three-legged bed and a broken kite .. . 
And put them in the skip my darling. 

Hey ho, we need another skip, 
Hey ho, we need another skip, 
Hey ho, we need another skip, 
Skip in the street my darling. 

Linda Proud, Albert Street 
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St. Barnabas School Christmas Bazaar
This will be held on Saturday December 7 
from 10 am to 2 pm. If anyone wants to 
have a table the charge is £4 per table. 
Please book with Felicity on 513936. 
Classic Cinema Slot- This is a film club, 
based at the Phoenix. Members can choose 
their own film favourites. Next screening: 
December 18. Kind Hearts and Coronets. 
Admission £1.50 for over-50s. 2.00 pm. 
Please come along if you can. The club 
needs new members. 
Jericho Rejects, OAP's Christmas Party 
- All pensioners of the parish are welcome 
to join us for a little refreslunent, a happy 
chat and an Old-Tyme Sing-along. Just 
bring along a happy smile. St. Barnabas 
School Hall. December 14 at 3.30 pm. 
School Nativity Play - At St. Barnabas 
Church on December 11 at 6 pm. 
Family Lunch Club Christmas Party -
This is usually free , but we are short of 
funds so this year we have to charge -
£1.50 for the Christmas meal plus £1.50 
for the child's present. Includes children's 
entertainer. Community Centre, December 
19atl1.45am. 
Syringes - There have been disturbing 
reports of syringes being found in the 
streets and in the school field . Please warn 
your children about the dangers. If you find 
a syringe, please do not try to dispose of it 
yourself. Instead ring Environmental 
Health on 252382, 8.30 am-5 pm. Out of 
hours, ring the Police on 266000 and ask 
for the rota team. Be prepared to give the 
exact location and number of syringes, and 
whether they are loose or in a container. 
Police contact numbers- At St. Aldates 
Police Station: General Enquiries, 266000; 
Confidential Crime Line, 791066. Neigh
bourhood Watch: 266237. Messages for 

Community Officer, PC Nicola Hamp
shire, can be left at 266333. 
Jericho Pre-school - For children aged 
2-5 years. This runs five mornings a week 
during term time at the Community Centre 
9 am-11.30 am. Children are provided 
with a stimulating, caring, anti-racist, 
anti-sexist, environment in which to de
velop their individual needs. For further 
details please contact the Pre-school 
Manager, Stacey Mayell. Tel : 514562. 
St. Barnabas Church extends a warm 
welcome to all in Jericho. Parish Eucha
rist: 10.30 am every Sunday. Vicar: Fr. 
Michael Wright. Tel: 557530. 
Junior Activities Club - This weekly 
club which has about 20 members offers a 
variety of activities for 8-12 year olds. 
Tuesdays, 7.30 pm-9.30 pm at the 
Community Centre. 
Over-60s Club- Christmas Dinner, De
cember 15. Our AGM will be held on 
February 14 1997 at 2 pm in Grantham 
House. 
Jericho Family Lunches - These are held 
on Thursdays at the Community Centre 
from 11.45 am to 2 pm. We welcome 
pre-school children, their parents and 
carers. There is a large well equipped 
playroom which is supervised. Hot 
lunches are served at cost price. The 
playroom is free . There is no need to have 
lunch, just come along and have a good 
time. Try it and see! We operate a no
smoking policy. 
Jericho Community Association - Next 
meetings: 9 December, 13 January. 
Community Centre, 7.30 pm. Everyone 
welcome. 
Jericho Echo -Next issue March! April. If 
you want to contribute or advertize please 
contact the Jericho Echo, 51 Cranharn St. 

The Jericho Echo is published by the Jericho Community Association, Jericho 
Community Centre, Canal Street, Oxford. Editor: Peter Stalker, 51 Cranham St. Tel: 
552794 or 514922. If you can help with distribution, please contact Philippa Foot. 
Tel: 557130. This edition printed courtesy of Oxford University Press, Walton Street, 
from artwork supplied by the editor. 

WALTDI\I !iTREET PD!iT OFFICE 
Open for your convenience for:-

POST OFFICE - CARDS & STATIONERY 
SANDWICHES- CHILLED & FRESH FOOD 
TOBACCO- SOFT DRINKS- FRUIT & VEG. 
CONFECTIONARY - GROCERY - NATIONAL LOTTERY 
Mon-Sat: 8 am-1 0 pm- Sun: 9 am-1 0 pm 

Post Office: Mo/J'u/J'h/Fr: 9 am-i pm, 2 pm-5.30 pm - Wed: 9 am-i pm - Sat: 9 am-12.30 pm 
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Quality Woolshop 
Specialising in 
the Handmade 

Handknits, blanket chests, silk scarves, 
quilts, jewellery, bedspreads, pottery 

Monday-Saturday 1 0 am -6 pm 

104 WALTON STREET 
OXFORD 311 008 

We are looking for 
volunteers 

to befriend 
people who 
are lonely 
through the 

effects of mental health problems . 
Training and support given . Please 
ring Veronica on 01865-311252 . 

Reg . Charity no. 271028 

Visual and 
performance 

arts pub 

See pub notice board for details 
Food served daily 

54 Walton Street. Tel : 55 7309 

Flowers & 
much, much more 

for Christmas 
All credit cards welcome 

Tel: 553014/554882 
106 Walton Street 


