
the street corner shops and pubs and other 
businesses, almost all of which  have now 
been converted to houses. Jericho west of 
Walton Street once had at least ten pubs, 
now it has only three. 

To preserve and enhance the remain-
ing character of Jericho, pressure has built 
over the years to have the area declared a 
‘conservation area’ – a campaign given a 
fresh impulse by the threat of an ugly new 
building on the canalside site. In its weak-
er form, conservation area status offers 
greater control over demolition, and over 
new constructions – which would be held 
to higher design standards. In its stronger 
form, it would have an ‘Article 4’ direc-
tive which would require permission for 
external changes to existing buildings, in-
cluding doors and windows – though this 
might apply only to certain streets. There 
are only two such directives in Oxford: in 
Osney Island and part of Wolvercote.

The City Council has allocated 
£50,000 to the process of assessment. 
In April, Council officers gave a presen-
tation  at the AGM of the Jericho Com-
munity Association, and subsequently a 
steering group was established consisting 
of interested local people and bodies such 
as the Oxford Preservation Trust.

Residents have also been making their 
own assessments –18 have had training in 

Pressure to preserve

using a ‘toolkit’ for considering the needs 
and character of their streets and environ-
ment. If you would like to join in you can 
get a kit from the City Council website  
pages on conservation – which now has a 
page devoted to Jericho.

Based on these assessments, along with 
its own work, the Council officers will 
make recommendations in the autumn, for 
public consultation. The most controver-
sial issue might be whether or not to have 
an Article 4 directive. It is doubtful wheth-
er it is worth having a conservation area 
without one, but this would be more costly 
to monitor and sustain, so is only likely to 
happen if there is strong public support.
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Conservation area progress Cranham 
Street pictured 
strangely 
carless. The 
corner building 
on the right 
was formerly 
a local bakery. 
A conservation 
area is concerned 
not just with 
individual 
buildings but 
also the spaces 
between, and the 
various views.

Jericho’s best breakfast

Full English brunch, or coffee 
and home-made cakes.
Jericho Community Centre Café. 

Every Saturday 11.00 a.m  to 1 p.m.

Despite being one of Oxford’s most 
distinctive and historic districts, Jeri-

cho is not one of the city’s 16 conservation 
areas. So beyond the normal requirements 
for planning permission there is little to 
stop people changing the area’s character. 

Most of Jericho was developed during 
the 19th Century, often to house the work-
ers at Oxford University Press, or busi-
nesses alongside the new canal, such as 
the Jericho Iron and Brass Foundry which 
became the Lucy’s factory.

The construction was fairly ad hoc – 
individual builders often added to the ter-
races of houses as they got the funds. But 
because most of the building took place 
over a fairly short period Jericho  acquired 
a distinctive character, emerging largely as 
a mixture of Victorian two and three-storey 
terraced houses.

Subsequent redevelopment has been 
equally ad hoc – and not always so attrac-
tive. The most dramatic changes were in 
the late 1960s and early 1970s. Indeed 
there were even plans to raze the whole 
area to the ground and start afresh. But 
thanks to a spirited local campaign most of 
Jericho was saved. 

Many of the houses that were beyond 
repair were demolished. This included an 
area known as Jericho Gardens, which in 
the 1930s had been a notorious slum, on 
land now occupied by the school and the 
field. Others that disappeared were at the 
top of Cranham Street, which made room 
for the health centre on one side, and 
Grantham House on the other.

Since then there have been radical 
changes within many of the houses, typi-
cally knocking out walls to make larger 
spaces. The most visible changes have been 
external replacements for doors and sash 
windows often with PVC. But the build-
ings that changed most dramatically, were 

Street Fair – June 12th



2 – Jericho Echo – June 2010

Street fair time
This year’s Jericho Street Fair will be 

held on Saturday June 12 from 12.00 
noon to 4.00 p.m. in Canal Street. All the 
familiar stalls and entertainment will be on 
offer, followed by music until 9.00 p.m. 
outside the Bookbinders. The raffle will be 
drawn at 3.30 p.m. by our new member 
of parliament, Nicola Blackwood. 

With so much happening simultaneously 
we need all the support we can get. If you 
can help even for just an hour please call 
Sue Pead on 557902, or send an email 
to admin@jerichocentre.org.uk. For up-to 
-date information on the bands that will 
be playing at the Bookbinders please visit 
www.myspace.com/jerichostreetfair.

Our thanks again to Oxford University Press 
for printing this issue of the Jericho Echo

New JCA committee
The Annual General Meeting of the Jericho 
Community Association was held on April 
27. A well attended gathering heard a report 
on the year’s activities, and presentations 
from the police, the City Council, and the 
Jericho Living Heritage Trust.

The JCA officers elected were: Chair, 
Charlotte Christie; Secretary, Jenny Mann; 
Treasurer, Peter Stalker; Vice-Chair, Paul 
Hornby. Other elected members of the 
management committee were: Adrian 
Arbib, Father Jonathan Beswick, Paul 
Cullen, Scott Ellis, David Hearn and 
George Taylor. Subsequently coopted onto 
the committee was John Keyes.

The 2009 fair drew thousands of visitors.

Ali’s 
Jericho 
Store

Groceries – Off-licence 
Newspaper deliveries

Open 7.30 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
 Seven days a week

Many readers will know canalboat res-
ident Mark Davies, and his book, A 

Towpath Walk in Oxford, with its detailed 
section on Jericho’s historical relationship 
with the canal. Mark’s new book, Alice in 
Waterland: Lewis Carroll and the River 
Thames in Oxford, also has a section on 
Jericho – highlighting the hugely influen-
tial role of Thomas Combe, the OUP Su-
perintendent from the 1840s until his death 
in 1872, in transforming Carroll’s original 
handwritten manuscript into the children’s 
story which became 
famous throughout the 
world. 

Combe was also 
the reason why Jeri-
cho hosted the Christ 
Church don’s first 
ever public sermon in 
Oxford, and addition-
ally he and his wife, 
 Martha, introduced 
Carroll to a number of Pre-Raphaelite art-
ists, including John Millais, William Hol-
man Hunt, and Gabriel Rossetti. Through 
this connection, Carroll, an accomplished 
early photographer, was subsequently able 
to take pictures of these men and their 
families, in Jericho and elsewhere.

But this is a publication which will ap-
peal to anyone interested in Oxford’s Vic-
torian history and literature in general, and 
is the first book ever to concentrate on the 
fundamentally important role played by 
the River Thames in the creation of both 
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland and 
Through the Looking-Glass. 

It was on rowing trips with Alice Lid-
dell and her sisters that Lewis Carroll in-
vented many of the tales which were later 
incorporated into his two books; it was on 
the river bank on 4 July 1862 that Won-
derland had its birth; and it was from par-
ticular incidents on or near the Thames that 
Carroll drew inspiration for many well-
known episodes.

Combining excerpts from Carroll’s 
diaries and the ‘Alice’ books with con-
temporary images, memoirs, and fiction, 

Alice in Waterland sets 
the Oxford scene of the 
time, and sheds new 
light on the real places 
which stimulated Car-
roll’s imagination and 
on the real individu-
als who inspired such 
characters as the Hatter, 
the Sheep, and the Red 
Queen.

Fully endorsed by the Lewis Carroll 
Society, the book has also attracted praise 
from Philip Pullman: ‘This is a splendid 
book – fully informative and balanced 
about Dodgson’s life and (Alice-related) 
preoccupations, and marvellously detailed 
when it comes to the river and Oxford. It is 
a really important addition to the literature 
of Lewis Carroll and Oxford.’

Alice in Waterland should be available 
to the public for the first time at the Jericho 
Community Boatyard Ltd stall at the Jeri-
cho Street Fair, price £9.99, and at many 
Oxford outlets soon after. For more infor-
mation see www.oxfordwaterwalks.co.uk.

Jericho through the looking glass
Illustration by Tennel

When Chiltern Railways submitted 
their Transport & Works Act ap-

plication in January to create a new rail 
link between Marylebone and Oxford via 
Bicester, the Jericho Community Associa-
tion (JCA) sent a letter of objection. 

While welcoming the project in broad 
terms, the JCA expressed concern about 
air pollution due to train engines, espe-
cially regarding idling at the station. The 
JCA was also concerned about damage to 
the natural environment of the canal tow-
path from extra walking and cycling to and 
from the station  – as well as the general 
unsuitability of the route in darkness and 
wet weather. There were also worries about 
extra nuisance and distress from train noise 

since the new line will be closer to Jericho 
than the existing ones. 

Many individuals and community 
groups have also submitted objections and 
comments. These and other submissions 
will be considered in a future planning 
inquiry. 
Paul Cullen, Richmond Road

Objections to Chiltern railway plans

All quiet along the towpath
No word as yet from the administrators 
who control the vacant canalside side on 
whether they are ready to sell it. There 
is, however, more positive news from the 
 Jericho Living Heritage Trust which is 
hoping to buy the land for a community-
led development. The Trust has received 
a grant of £70,000 from the Community-
builders Fund for a feasibility study.
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The neighbourhood policing teams have 
been handing out tickets in Walton Street 
to cyclists who have no lights -- which 
seems to be around one-third of them. The 
penalty is a £30 fine.

Cyclists in the dark

Can you recommend someone 
who has done good, conscien-
tious work? Please let us know. 
The current list is: Car repairs: 
Autoworks 880381. Symon Page 

438300. Tow truck, DF Autos, 401341. 
Carpenters: Tony Everett, (07778) 907834. 
Cycle rickshaw: Oxoncarts 07747 024600. 
Flooring: Textures Flooring: 311807. 
General builder and landscaper: Steven 
Bishop, 07931 342468. Home mainte-
nance, including electrics and carpentry: 
Emmett  Schlueter, 310007. Loft conver-
sions, Oxfordshire Lofts, 07766 768404. 
Painter and Decorator: Jamie Horn-
blow, 0779 515 0146; T. & J. Simpson, 
07931935841.  Plumbers: M. Daniels, 
557068; A1, 327732. Roof repairs: Keith 
Webster, 374585. TV, Video and Hi-Fi 
Repairs: Oxford Powershop, 375834. 
Window installation, Raven Architectural 
Glazing, 557514.

Tried and tested

Maggie Barrett – 
Everyone who knew 
Maggie, who died 
in January aged 87, 
remembers her with 
a smile. Born in St 
 Ebbes, she served 

during wartime in the Wrens at HMS 
Raleigh, and for the rest of her life she 
would still regularly wear her tiny Wren’s 
hat (which was placed on her coffin). She 
then worked at Lucy’s factory where she 
became a shop steward. Maggie lived with 
her brother Reg at 71 Cardigan Street and 
when, in the late 1960s, the house was de-
molished to make way for the school field, 
they moved down to number 61. After re-
tiring from Lucy’s, Maggie kept busy do-
ing housekeeping work and became a firm 
favourite in many families whose children 
regularly visited her. Her birthday was 12 
August, the start of the grouse shooting sea-

son which, she said, explained her formi-
dable capacity for Famous Grouse whisky, 
whose bottles lined her living room. She 
was a familiar figure in the Baker’s Arms 
and later The Globe where she was a key 
member of the darts team. A firm royalist, 
Maggie acted as Jericho’s ‘queen’ during 
the 2002 Golden Jubilee party (pictured 
left). She also loved a bet, always back-
ing the Queen’s horses, and had been part 
owner of a greyhound. She was also a huge 
fan of Arsenal, and of John Wayne whose 
movies she played frequently. 

Famously hospitable, Maggie would 
welcome the neighbours every Sunday 
morning for drinks party and lunch, and 
her birthday parties went on for several 
days. Although she was confined in later 
years by a fall, nothing much would get 
her down. When she refused a sip of whis-
ky during her final illness her friends knew 
they were saying goodbye.

Ray Titcomb – De-
spite being confined 
to a wheelchair for 
the final years of his 
life, Ray, who died, 
aged 71, on March 
29, was one of Jeri-

cho’s most cheerful figures. Ray was born 
just across the canal from Jericho in Upper 
Fisher Row. He went to St Frideswide’s 
school  and then worked briefly at  Percivals 
coaches. Soon, however, he took a job as 
a general builder with  Dingle’s, originally 
in Hart Street, and then worked from the 
yard in Binsey Lane. He had a two-year 
break for national service in Cyprus and on 
his return, at 22 years old, he married Jean 
who lived only a few doors away. 

The couple moved to Cranham Street 
and lived there from then on, bringing up 
three children, Kevin, Debrah and David. 
Ray was well known in Jericho helping 

out at all the community events. He was 
a great football enthusiast, and coached 
the Summertown Stars boys football team.  
He was a fervent Liverpool supporter and 
‘You’ll never walk alone’ was played at his 
funeral. Ray was also a keen birdwatcher 
fisherman and cyclist, and at 40 years old 
realized an ambition to cycle from Oxford 
to Weymouth and dip his front wheel in the 
sea.  

At 49 years old, however, Ray was di-
agnosed with multiple sclerosis. He con-
tinue to work at Dingles, but had to retire 
aged 61. By then however, he had a new 
lease on life with the arrival of his five 
grandchildren, and in later years could 
be seen moving around Jericho in his red 
electric wheelchair – with a friendly word 
for everyone. Although in the final years, 
he found it steadily more difficult, he could 
always count on devoted care from Jean. 
Our sympathies to all the family.

Farewell to Maggie and Ray

Do you have a head for figures?
With all the frenzy of activity around 

the canalside site, the Jericho Com-
munity Association has had a busy couple 
of years. This has offered more opportuni-
ties for local participation so we are trying 
to increase the number of volunteers. 

We have, for example, revamped our 
accounting system, and now that it is run-
ning smoothly, it would be a good time to 
bring in someone else as Treasurer. We are 
a small operation, so it should only take 
an hour or so a month. The current Treas-
urer doubles up as editor of the Echo, and 
is looking to work alongside someone who 

could then take over as treasurer. No spe-
cific experience needed, just a head for 
figures. If you would like to discuss this 
please contact Peter at peter@pstalker.com 
or call 552794.

We also need people who could help 
organize the Street Fair. This task is cur-
rently carried out mostly by our Chair,  
Charlotte Christie, who is keen to pass 
on her skills and her well-honed system 
– which involves everything from divert-
ing the buses to allocating the stalls. To 
find out more, please contact Charlotte via 
 admin@ jerichocentre.org.uk or 557902.

The Council has belatedly realized 
that it could have a problem selling 

the Grantham House site at the top of 
Cranham Street. A private purchaser could 
upgrade the flats and take advantage of 
the existing planning status to let them all 
out to students. This would frustrate the 
Council’s objective of 50% social housing. 
The Council is therefore seeking to apply 
a covenant, or other condition, to the 
sale, which would mean either the buyer 
would have to upgrade to offer 50% 
social housing at currently acceptable 
standards or demolish the building and 
start again.

Jericho is already a student favourite. 
Around 10% of properties, 168, are 
exempt from council tax due to sole 
occupancy by students. The City Council 
is making some ef for ts to combat 
‘studentification’ and improve the standard 
of these and other ‘houses in multiple 
occupancy’ – those that are home to three 
or more unrelated people.  The plan is to 
introduce a licensing scheme and have 
regular spot checks on quality. 

Most student house sharers are good 
neighbours, but some are noisy or irritate 
residents by leaving recycling containers 
permanently on the pavement.  

Grantham glitch



Jericho Community Association – The 
JCA, a registered charity, meets on the 
second Monday of the month at the Com-
munity Centre at 8.00 p.m. Everyone in 
Jericho is a member of the Association and 
is welcome to the meetings. 
Room hire at the community centre – 
Rooms may be hired at the Community 
Centre for regular classes or one-off events  
such as children’s parties. If you would like 
a booking form which indicates the condi-
tions for hire please go to our website: jeri-
chocentre.org.uk, or call 557902. 
Low Carbon Jericho – A group of local 
people are setting up a group which will 
help residents lower their carbon footprints 
and hold events for swapping unused 
items. If you are interested please contact 
Susanna Pressel on 554001.
Community Café – Every Sat. 11.00 a.m. 
to 1.00 p.m. at the Community Centre.
Oxford Baptist Chapel – Albert Street. 
Sunday morning worship, 11 a.m. Sunday 
School, 3 p.m. Sunday evening Gospel 
service, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday evening 
prayer meeting and Bible Study, 7 p.m.
Friends of St Sepulchres Cemetery – Our 
next clean up will be on June 10th 6.30 to 
8.30 p.m. Please bring your own secateurs 
or loppers and gloves. More information 
from Genefer Clarke on 516414.
Jericho Living Heritage Trust – If you 
would like to offer support, please call 
553749, and ask for Stephanie or Peter.
Japanese lessons – From Kayoko Mochi-
zuki, a Jericho resident. Tel: 439856.
Jericho Youth Club – Fri. 7.00–9.00 p.m.  
Contact: Ana on 07799382521, or Mick 
on 07905111248. Or check the website:  

Classes at the Community Centre

Antenatal classes – Tues. Wed. and Thurs. 
7.30 p.m. to 9.30 p.m. Contact Virgil 
Clarke (N.C.T.) 729209.
Ballet for Children – RAD classes for 
children from 3 years upwards. Mon. 3.30 
p.m.–5.45 p.m. Contact: Vicky Hill, tel. 
01993 709226 or victoria.hill@zen.co.uk
Egyptian Dance – Raqs Sharqi. Wed. 6.30 p.m.–
8.00 p.m. Contact Katrina Robinson, tel. 777462.
Life Drawing – Sat. 11.00 a.m.-12.00 p.m.
Muevete  – Dance-based fitness. Wed. 8.00–9.00 
p.m. Contact 07709766134. 
Oxford Tango Argentino – Thurs. 7.30– 9.30 

p.m.  Contact: Antony Brown, (01869) 248459.
Pilates – Thurs. 12.30–1.15 p.m. Sun.  
10.00–11.00 a.m.  Contact Ivana Starkova 
 ispilates@yahoo.co.uk or 0781 8062351. 
Pilates – Tues. 1.00–2.00 p.m. Wed. 6.15–
8.15 p.m. Contact: Tiago Mendez, tel. 
07760 444416
Tai Chi – Tues. 10.30 a.m.–12.00 p.m. 
Mixed class. Everyone welcome. Contact 
Emma Westlake, tel. 0771 0768810.
Urban Dance – Tues. 8.00-9.00 p.m. Tel. 
07951393710
Wing Chun, Martial Arts – Mon. 6.30 p.m.– 
9.30 p.m. Contact Ed Yuen, tel. 862518.

www.myspace.com/jerichoyouthclub.
Women’s Institute – Meets on the second 
Tuesday of each month at 8.00 p.m. at St 
Margaret’s Institute, Polstead Road.
Babies and Toddlers Group – Thurs. 9.00 
a.m.–11.00 a.m. at the Community Centre. 
Anyone with a pre-school child is welcome. 
No lower age limit. Contact Trudy Foulk on 
760048, or trudefoul@yahoo.co.uk.
Sunday School – At the Community Cen-
tre, Sun. 10.00 a.m.–12.00 noon.
Art Jericho – May 30th to June 13th, 
Sculpture by Keith Hill. Details at 
 artjericho.com
Guitar lessons in Jericho – Most styles. 
www.maxmoonlight.co.uk.
Contacting Councillors – City Coun-
cillors: Colin Cook (Labour) 721844.  
Susanna Pressel (Labour), 554001; she 
has a surgery at the Community Centre on 
the first Saturday of the month, 11.00 a.m. 
to 12.00 noon.  County Councillors: Alan 
Armitage (Lib-Dem), 516115; Susanna 
Pressel (Labour) 554001.
Police –  Jericho’s Neighbourhood Spe-
cialist Officer is PC Steve Gibbens. For 
crimes in progress, including vandalism 
and graffiti spraying, call 999. For other 
crimes, call 08458 505505. The local team 
can also be contacted by email at jaw@
thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk.
Jericho Online
Jericho Echo: jerichoecho.org.uk 
Community Centre: jerichocentre.org.uk
Youth Club: myspace.com/jerichoyouthclub.
Church: sbarnabas.org.uk
School: st-barnabas.oxon.sch.uk
Community Boatyard: jcby.co.uk
Jericho Living Heritage Trust: jlht.org

Jericho Notice Board
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Home
Maintenance

Over 30 years experience
as a Skilled Craftsman and 

Expert Handyman

All your DIY jobs, including electrical and 
carpentry, undertaken by

Jericho resident, Emmett Schlueter

Tel: 01865 310007 Mob: 07779 985234
home.maintenance@ntlworld.com

Oxford Complementary 
Health Practice

Acupuncture 
bodywork
& massage

health is more than just the absence of disease

www.healthyoxford.co.uk
for Acupuncture call Rachel: 07917 411552

for Massage & Bodywork call 
Humphrey: 07800 767086 or Vicky: 07779 854957

Top floor, Jericho Community Centre

Walton 
Stationers

Post Office
Stationery

Greetings cards
National Lottery

Tobacco
Soft drinks

Lunchtime snacks

Open Monday to Saturday

English Language
Tuition in Jericho
For overseas students

 Remedial pronunciation 
Coaching for academic writing 

 Proofreading and editing 

Well-qualified teacher offers 
tuition at Jericho home
George Taylor Tel: 553927
geo.taylor@hotmail.co.uk


