
Jericho residents now have the opportu-
nity to manage future development by 

producing a ‘community-led plan’. 
This should allow us to address a wide 

range of issues. Some people are con-
cerned, for example, about how Walton 
Street is gradually developing into a noisy 
night-time entertainment area. Is this re-
ally what local residents want?

At a JCA meeting last November par-
ticipants came up with many ideas such 
as reviving the small market at the top of 
Jericho Street, or closing Walton Street 
occasionally for markets and fairs. 

People were also concerned about the 
physical layout of Walton Street, with its 
narrow pavements. Can we not change it 
to achieve a more balanced use between 
cars, cyclists and pedestrians? Other also 
want to considering closing certain streets 
within Jericho after school hours to allow 
children to play safely.

These and many other issues can be 
considered as part of community-led 
planning. In fact we can produce a plan to 
achieve more or less anything. 

To kick start this process the JCA suc-
cessfully applied for a grant of £4,500 
from the County Council. At our AGM in 
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Unique opportunity to shape 
the future of Jericho

Jericho’s best breakfast

Full English brunch, or coffee 
and home-made cakes.

Jericho Community Centre Café. 
Every Saturday 11.00 a.m.  to 1 p.m.

April Paul Wolf of the Communities and 
Neighbourhoods Team of the City Coun-
cil outlined what community-led planning 
entails. From that  meeting we have assem-
bled some local residents to act as a steer-
ing group. 

The next step in preparing a plan will 
be to understand more fully local needs 
and aspirations. At its simplest this might 
just mean walking around  Jericho, looking 
at our familiar setting with fresh eyes and 
imagining how things could be better. 

After this we need to draw up some 
activities and projects, compile these into 
a plan, and check that everyone is happy 
with it, especially the local organizations 
expected to help with its delivery. 

In addition, we can draw up a ‘neigh-
bourhood plan’ for Jericho. This is spe-
cifically concerned with ‘spatial’ issues  
— what we want to do with Jericho’s land 
area. This will be of particular value to 
Jericho because of our  intention to acquire 
the canalside site for a new Community 
Centre, boatyard, and public square.

This opportunity has arisen from new 
rights established in the government’s 2011 
Localism Bill. This should allow us  a  say, 
for example, on where new homes and of-
fices should be built, and what they should 
look like. While this plan has to align with 
local planning policies it should enable us 
to influence the type, design, location and 

mix of new development. 
To explain all this, the JCA invited to 

the AGM Lorraine Hart, a planner and 
community activist to share her experience 
in East London. She said that once a neigh-
bourhood plan has been drawn up it has to 
be approved in a referendum. After this it 
carries real legal weight. Decision-makers 
have to take it into account when they con-
sider development proposals. 

We are still in the very early stages of 
preparing such plans, but if you are a Jeri-
cho resident you will be asked for informa-
tion and canvassed for your views in the 
months ahead. You should also be able to 
follow the process on our website and our 
Facebook page.

JCA Chair, 
Charlotte 
Christie 
(left) with 
Lorraine Hart 
at the AGM 
discussing the 
options for 
neighbourhood  
planning in 
Jericho.

Jericho’s 
 big day  

out!
Street Fair and 
Jubileee Party 

see page 2

Monday  
June 4
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Phoenix still flying high
Jericho is home to Oxford’s oldest sur-

viving cinema, the Phoenix Picture-
house, which is about to celebrate its 100th 
birthday.

With the help of the Jericho commu-
nity the cinema is compiling a more recent 
history told, as far as possible, in the words 
of its customers and staff. They would like 
to hear about your cinema-going experi-
ences. The aim is to produce a book and a 
website, and to present exhibitions, along 
with special screenings and events. 

Movies have been shown on this site 
since 1913 after the opening of the ‘North 
Oxford Kinema’. Silent films were initially 
accompanied first by a pianist, then a banjo 
player, and finally in 1917 by a three-piece 
orchestra. At this point, the frontage was 
much narrower since a small house occu-
pied the right-hand side  — though the au-
ditorium was always the same width — at 
that point seating 498 people.

The cinema has passed through many 
hands and has had several names. It was 
renamed the Scala in 1920 when it was 
taken over by the Gloucester-based en-
tertainment firm, Pooles. In 1923 it was 
bought by Walker and Shaw Enterprises 
who introduced a locally filmed newsreel, 
the ‘Scala Local Topical’.

By 1925 it was under the management 
of a Cockney showman Ben Jay and re-
named the ‘New Scala’ (the ‘new’ only 
lasted a couple of years). He had an early 
form of karaoke: an interlude with commu-
nity singing of such songs as ‘If you knew 
Suzie’ and ‘Ma, he’s making eyes at me’ 
accompanied by a 10-piece orchestra while 
the words flashed up on the screen. He also 
served free tea and biscuits at matinees, 
much appreciated by Jericho people who 
could come in to keep warm and see the 
programme around twice for fourpence. 

The cinema has always been popu-
lar with students. In the 1920s they were 
clearly more boisterous than they are to-
day, frequently unscrewing the seats and 
running round the auditorium. When the 
commissionaire intervened the cry would 
go up: ‘Rescue Balliol!’ or ‘Rescue St 
Johns!’ and the commissionaire himself 
might finish up in the gutter.

A more sedate 40-year period started 
after 1930 when the cinema was taken over 
by the Poyntz family and the Scala started 
to build its reputation as a leading arthouse 
cinema. (Mr Poyntz banned ice cream and 
sweets.) The Scala showed the latest for-
eign films and classics, and allocated Sun-
days to the Oxford Film Society.

It was in 1970 after it had been taken 
over by Leeds-based Star Associated 
Holdings that the cinema was ‘twinned’ 
and changed from the Scala to Studios 1 
and 2. This was not a very inspired period 
and one of the twins became the ‘Studio 
X’, a cinema club showing soft-porn.

In 1977 the cinema revived again af-
ter being taken over by the London com-
pany Contemporary Entertainments and 
acquired its current name, the Phoenix—
showing more first-run films. Though the 
cinema was more successful, in the mid-
1980s there was a possibility that it might 
be sold to one of the major chains. It was 
at that point they started the Friends of the 
Phoenix scheme.

In 1990 the cinema was taken over by 
the current owners City Screen — though 
the building is still owned by St. John’s 
College. In 1998 the front of the building 
was extensively remodelled.

Now the cinema wants to add more 
personal memories to its history. Did you 
keep a scrapbook or do you have any pho-
tographs or memorabilia? The intention 
is to provide a forum at the Community 
Centre for a group-sharing of these experi-
ences and memories, possibly  recording 
the session on video. 

If you want to participate please contact 
Jim Wright on 513048 or email admin@
jerichocentre.org.uk. As soon as we have 
some dates we will let you know.

Share your memories

JCA Committee 2011-12
At the AGM of the Jericho Community 
Association on April 16 the officers elected 
were: Chair, Charlotte Christie; Secretary, 
Jenny Mann; Treasurer, Peter Stalker; Vice-
Chair: Paul Hornby. Others elected to the 
management committee were: Adrian 
Arbib, Susan Brown, Fr. Jonathan Beswick, 
Scott Ellis, Hannah Kirby, John Radford and 
Phyllis Starkey. Subsequently co-opted was 
George Taylor.

Jericho Links
Jericho Echo: jerichoecho.org.uk 
Community Centre: jerichocentre.org.uk
Church: sbarnabas.org.uk
School: st-barnabas.oxon.sch.uk
Community Boatyard: jcby.co.uk
Jericho Living Heritage Trust: jlht.org
Jericho Wharf  Trust: jerichowharf.com

May 1913 — Nervous commissionaire waits 
for Jericho kids at the Saturday matinee

.. then Jubilee joy...

Jericho’s 
 Big Day Out!

The Street Fair will link seamlessly with a 
Street  Party to mark the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee. While the Street Fair draws 
people from all over Oxford, the Jubilee 
Party is intended to be a more local affair  
to which everyone in Jericho will have 
received an invitation. You are asked to 
bring along food and drink to share with 
others. The party will be held at the western 
end of Cardigan Street, parallel with the 
church. Choirs, dancers and conjurers will 
entertain. If it rains the event will be held 
inside the church — which can hold 1,000 
people! The party will begin at 4.30 p.m. 
and last until about 6.00 p.m. 

..then dancing in the street

First the fun of the Fair...

As usual the Street Fair will be acompanied 
by live music on a stage outside the 
Bookbinders in Canal Street which will 
continue into the evening. 

Our thanks again to Oxford University Press 
for printing this issue of the Jericho Echo

Bank Holiday Monday June 4 will be a 
lively day in Jericho. It will start with our 
traditional Street Fair which will take place 
from 12.00 noon in Canal Street. You can 
look forward to the usual mix of stalls, great 
food, music and entertainment. We need 
more help, so if you can volunteer an hour 
or so please email: admin@jerichocentre.
org.uk, or call 557902.

One of Jericho’s most 
successful recent events 
has been Run Jericho, a 
10k race, plus a 4k fun 

run for kids, organized by St. Barnabas 
PTA. This year it is on June 24th. More 
information from www.runjericho.com
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Rose Carr – Rose sadly died on 1st April 
aged 86 from pneumonia. She was born in 
the East End of London in Bow, and came 
to Oxford during the war to visit her sis-
ter who had been evacuated to Woodstock 
Road. The family rented a house at 8 Wel-
lington Street. That’s where she met her 
husband Gordon Carr. Rose then worked 
for a time at Lucys ironworks for the war 
effort — making hand grenades. After 

the war she re-
turned to Lon-
don but kept in 
touch with Gor-
don. They mar-
ried in London 
in 1945 and in 
1951 their son 
Stephen was 

born. In 1956 they moved back to Jericho 
to live at 27 Great Clarendon Street. Rose 
worked at Mellons in St Michael’s Street 
and briefly in the small library in Jericho 
which was on part of what is now the po-
diatry clinic. Rose enjoyed reading and 
going to the allotment with Gordon. She 
was very creative and loved knitting and 
making dolls and Christmas decorations 
for family and friends. Rose was a familiar 
figure at Jericho events (pictured in the hat 
she made and wore for the Golden Jubilee 
street party in 2002). Gordon died in 1985. 
Rose lived in Jericho until 2011 when she 
went to live with Steve who now lives in 
Kennington. With the death of Rose we 
have lost the last representative of five 
generations of the Carr family who lived 
in Great Clarendon Street from the 1890s.
Jean Radford – Jean who lived in Great 
Clarendon Street, died peacefully on the 
10th of March aged 72 from kidney fail-
ure. She was born in 1929 in Finchley, the 

middle of three 
sisters. Dur-
ing the war she 
was evacuated 
to Cardiff. After 
the war she left 
school, where 
she had been 

head girl and went to work as a medical 
secretary in University College Hospital. 
Although she was unable to have children 
of her own, Jean cared for generations of 
children. Her first charge was her younger 
sister Margaret, since their mother was 
in poor health. When Margaret married, 
Jean lived with Margaret’s family and 
looked after her children, Dan and Will. 
She moved with them to Oxford in 1972, 
first to Sanford-on-Thames then to Holy-
well Street. Here she continued her career 
at the Radcliffe Infirmary and later at the 

School of Pathology.  In 1973 she met 
her husband John,  a hallman at Merton 
College, when they were both volunteers 
for St. John Ambulance. They married in 
1975 and lived in Manor Place. Jean then 
worked part time as a child minder for 
20 years. When John retired in 1997 they 
moved to a flat in Great Clarendon Street. 
She and John became stalwarts of the over-
60s club at Grantham House where she ran 
the raffle until her health began to fail. She 
was diabetic and encouraged her friends to 
support the British Diabetic Association. 
Dan and Will carried her coffin.
Jean Titcomb – Jean died from cancer 
on the 14th of January aged 70. She was 
born at 21 Jericho Street and went to St. 
Barnabas School, and was a member of the 
Girl Guides. When Jean was 11 the fam-
ily moved to Upper Fisher Row. When she 
left school she worked at Oxford Univer-
sity Press. In 1960, at the age of 18, she 
married Ray Titcomb who lived next door, 
and they moved to 40 Cranham Street. 
They had three children, Kevin, Debbie 
and  David and enjoyed going on holiday 

to Weymouth and 
having picnics 
and swimming at 
Port Meadow and 
Binsey. In 1973,  
Jean started work 
again first at St. 
Barnabas School 
as a playground 

assistant, and then until 2011 as a kitchen 
assistant at Phil and Jim school where she 
enjoyed serving the children their meals 
and made many good friends.  Ray was 
diagnosed with multiple sclerosis and had 
to retire aged 61. He received devoted 
care from Jean until he died in 2010. Jean 
was well known and loved in Jericho and 
made a lot of money for charity with the 
‘Jericho Rejects’ entertainment group. She 
also enjoyed spending time with their five 
grandchildren and one great grandchild. 
Jean loved Jericho and never felt the need 
to move away. Her house always had an 
open  door and she welcomed everyone 
with open arms.

Ever-expanding PressIn memoriam

Oxford University Press is already the 
world’s largest university press and 
continues to expand. At a consultation at 
the Community Centre on May 14 they 
discussed their plans for consolidating 
what is now an ad hoc collection of 
buildings. Much of this will not be obvious 
to passers-by. The main new element would 
be a wedge-shaped building behind the 
‘old pub’ at 35 Walton Street. This would 
bring the total number of ‘workstations’ in 
OUP from 1,677 to 1,815. The proposal 
will  be discussed by the Council Planning 
Committee on June 13. 

Jericho Wharf Trust

Welcome to student wardens
Jericho’s new student wardens have been 
trained and have already started work. 
There are  three: Ryan Khan, Ivan Vanchev, 
and Andrea Diaz Varela. They will form 
links between the students and the Jericho 
local communy, pass information back 
and forth, assist students in their rights 
as tenants, and deal with any issues 
that arise such as rubbish and recycling. 
The aim is to encourage students to be 
good neighbours and promote a positive 
relationship with the community. This 
should also enable students to participate 
more in events such as the Street Fair 
and the Jubilee Party. Over the next few 
months they will be knocking on your door 
to ask if you have any concerns. You can 
also contact the wardens by email at: 
community@ousu.org.

JCA involvement in the canalside site 
will now take place primarily through 
the Jericho Wharf Trust. This has been 
formed by four organizations: St Barnabas 
Church, the Jericho Community Boatyard, 
the JCA, and the Jericho Living Heritage 
Trust, and is chaired by former MP Phyllis 
Starkey of Walton Crescent. You can find 
out more at www.jerichowharf.com.

Thanks to vigilance by residents, and 
a rapid police response, two men who 
were responsible for  Jericho burglaries 
have been apprehended and one has 
already been imprisoned.  Police want us 
to continue to report suspicious behaviour. 
Bicycle theft also remains a problem 
and there have been reports of rowdy 
behaviour in the evenings in Walton Street. 
Police patrols have also been increased in 
response to drug-related activity.

Robbers copped

Patient crossing
The new health centre is due to open in 
early July. The road works in Walton St.,to 
be completed in early June, should make it 
safer to cross to the health centre.



JCC = Jericho Community Centre
Jericho Street Fair and Jubilee Party – 
Mon. June 4.
Run Jericho – Sun. June 24.
Jericho Community Association – The 
JCA, a registered charity, meets on the 
second Monday of the month at the JCC at 
8.00 p.m. Everyone in Jericho is a member 
of the Association and is welcome.
Community Café – Every Sat. 11.00 a.m. 
to 1.00 p.m. at the JCC.
Meals for Homeless – Every third Sunday 
of the month. JCC, 1.00 p.m.
Oxford Baptist Chapel – Albert Street. 
Sunday morning worship, 11 a.m. Sunday 
School, 3 p.m. Sunday evening Gospel 
service, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday evening 
prayer meeting and Bible Study, 7 p.m.
Friends of St Sepulchres Cemetery – 
Our next clean-ups will be 10.00 a.m. to 
12 noon on June 12 and 26, and July 4 and 
17. We have gloves and tools but if you can 
bring your own it would help. Information 
from Genefer Clarke on 516414.
Jericho Youth Club – We need new organ-
izers. Please contact the JCA on 557902.

Classes at the Community Centre

Adult ballet – Tue: 4.30-6.00, 6.00-8.00 p.m. 
Wed. 12.00-2.30 p.m, Thurs. 5.00-7.00 p.m .Fri. 
6.30-8.30 p.m. Sat. 11.15 a.m.-12.45 p.m. 2.00-
4.00 p.m. Contact: Yuka, 01869 239430/07957 
482527, www.kodamaballet.co.uk
Adult ballet – Wed. 8.00–9.30 p.m. Contact: 
Marianna, tel. 07747481798, mariannavel@
hotmail.co.uk.
Adult drama – Wed. 7-30-9.00 p.m. Contact 
Melissa 07810-541860 melissajdamico@
gmail.com.
Antenatal classes – Mon. Tues. Wed. and 
Thurs. 7.30-9.30 p.m. Contact Virgil Clarke 
(N.C.T.) 512965.
Boxfit exercise – Sun. 9.30-10.30 a.m. Con-
tact: Nikki 0798535767
Children’s ballet – RAD classes for children 
from 3 years upwards. Mon. 3.30 p.m.–6.15 
p.m. Contact: Vicky Hill, tel. 01993 709226 
or victoria.hill@zen.co.uk.
Children’s drama – Perform Workshops. Sat. 
2.00-4.00 p.m. Contact Sophie 07896557646.  
sophielapps@perform.org.uk.
Drishti Dance – Fri. 6.00-8.00 p.m. Contact: 
Anuradha: 07765190197. www.drishtidance.
com.

Egyptian Dance – Raqs Sharqi. Wed. 6.30 
p.m.–8.00 p.m. Contact Katrina 777462.
Oxford Tango Argentino – Thurs. 7.30– 9.30 
p.m.   Contact: Antony Brown, 240633.
Pilates – Thurs. 12.30–1.30 p.m. Contact: Iva-
na: ispilates@yahoo.co.uk or 0781 8062351. 
Pilates – Mon 1.15–2.00 p.m. Thurs. 6.30–
7.30 p.m. Contact: Andrea, 0790 8652807, 
ajfitness@ymail.com.
Tai Chi – Tues. 10.30 a.m.–12.00 p.m. Mixed 
class. Contact Emma, tel. 0771 0768810.
Wing Chun, Martial Arts – Mon. 6.30 p.m.– 
9.30 p.m. Contact Ed Yuen, tel. 862518.
Yoga – For women, Mon. 9.30–10.30 a.m. 
Contact: Kate Binnie, tel. 07931792654.
Yoga – Tues. 12.15-1.15 p.m. Contact Jenny 
01865 318134 07798526252.
Yoga – Wed. 6.00-7.00 p.m. Contact Ana: 
07778841381.
Yoga – Wed. 9.45–11.15 a.m. Contact: Kate 
Miller 554743.
Yoga – Thurs. 10.30 a.m.-12.00 noon, Fri: 12.00 
noon-1.15 p.m. Contact Beatrice: 604490.
Yoga – Thurs. 7.00-8.00 a.m. Contact Luisa 
07905241123 luisajane@hotmail.com.
Zumba dancing – Fri. 8.30-9.30 p.m. Sun. 
6.30-7.30 p.m. Contact Clare 07584241530 
clareplatt13@hotmail.com.

Women’s Institute – Meets on the second 
Tuesday of each month at 8.00 p.m. at St 
Margaret’s Institute, Polstead Road.
Babies and Toddlers Group – Thurs. 9.30–
11.30 a.m. at the JCC. Parents and Carers wel-
come with 0-5 year olds.  Contact Michelle 
(michiem78@sky.com).
St Barnabas Sunday School – At the JCC, 
Sun. 10.00 a.m.–12.00 noon.
Guitar lessons in Jericho – Most styles. 
www.maxmoonlight.co.uk.
Contacting councillors – City councillors: 
Colin Cook (Labour) 721844.  Susanna 
Pressel (Labour), 554001; she has a sur-
gery at the JCC, first Saturday of the month, 
11.00 a.m. to 12.00 noon.  County council-
lors: Alan Armitage (Lib-Dem), 516115; 
Susanna Pressel (Labour) 554001.
Police –  For crimes in progress, includ-
ing vandalism and graffiti spraying, call 
999. For other crimes, call 101. The  next 
‘Have your say’ meetings will be on Thurs-
day May at 7.00 p.m. outside the Coop, 
Thursday 28th June at 6.00 p.m. outside 
Ali’s store, and Friday 29th June at 2.20 
p.m.outside St. Barnabas School. 

Jericho Notice Board
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Can you recommend someone 
who has done good, conscien-
tious work? The current list is: 
Builder/handyman: Handyman 
Oxford: 07775 884611. Car 

repairs: Cleaver’s Garage 557897. Sy-
mon Page 438300. Tow truck DF Autos, 
401341. Carpenters: Tony Everett, (07778) 
907834. Flooring: Oxflooring, 524024; 
Textures Flooring, 311807. General build-
er and landscaper: Steven Bishop, 07931 
342468. Home maintenance, including 
electrics and carpentry: Emmett  Schlueter, 
310007. Loft conversions, Oxfordshire 
Lofts, 07766 768404. Painter and Deco-
rator: Jamie Hornblow, 0779 515 0146; T. 
& J. Simpson, 07931935841.  Plasterer:  
Paul Dolton, 07817 383062. Plumbers: 
A1, 327732. TV, Video and Hi-Fi – installa-
tions, S W Digital, 07531483298, repairs: 
Oxford Powershop, 375834. Window in-
stallation, Raven  Architectural Glazing, 
557514.

Tried and tested

Home
Maintenance

Over 30 years experience
as a Skilled Craftsman and 

Expert Handyman

All your DIY jobs, including electrical and 
carpentry, undertaken by

Jericho resident, Emmett Schlueter

Tel: 01865 310007 Mob: 07779 985234
home.maintenance@ntlworld.com

You can also follow Jericho 
events and news on our 
Facebook page: www.
facebook/jericho.oxford

Ali’s 
Jericho 
Store

Groceries – Off-licence 
Newspaper deliveries

Open 7.30 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
 Seven days a week


